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 America has a new reigning National Sweetheart. 
 Miss Alabama, Kaitlyn Funk, 21, was named the 2024 
National Sweetheart after she and 17 other contestants 
competed in this year’s National Sweetheart Pageant. 
 Funk, of Birmingham, Ala., attends Southern Union 
State Community College. She performed the vocal 
“Feelin Good” as her talent. 
 The pageant has partnered with Miss Volunteer Ameri-
ca pageant program, which focuses not only on beauty 
and talent, but also giving of themselves. The five points 
on the Miss Volunteer America crown represents the prin-
ciples of its organization with the word SERVE, standing 
for Scholarship, Education, Responsibility, Vol 

Miss Alabama takes home National Sweetheart 2024 crown 

Miss Alabama KAITLYN FUNK 

unteerism and Empowerment. 
 Funk’s SERVE is “Self Harm Awareness Really Em-
powers.” 
 Along with the top honor, Funk was also named winner 
of the Leanza Cornett Award, established this year in 
memory of the 1991 Miss National Sweetheart and judge 
at the 2016 National Sweetheart Pageant, who died two 
weeks after sustaining a serious head injury in a fall at her 
home in 2020. 
 Other award winners were: 
 Overall Talent Award: Miss Tennessee, Lydia Wal-
drop 

 See SWEETHEART on other side 

 Sept. 17,19, 24, 26, 2024;  
Exam October 1 
5:00 to 7:30  pm 

DACC Higher Learning Center 
847 E Orange Street, Hoopeston 

Registration closes September 9  
To register or for more information, call 

217-283-4170 or register online at:  
dacchoopeston.coursestorm.com/ 

Class fee $70 plus ServSafe Coursebook 
7th edition Revised  
(purchase separately) 
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Obituaries 
 A police pursuit that started in Iroquois County has 
left an Indiana deputy in critical condition and the 
alleged suspect dead. 
 According to reports from police agencies, the inci-
dent occurred the evening of September 1, when Iro-
quois County deputies were pursuing what was de-
scribed as an armed suspect with a hostage. The pur-
suit went into Newton County, Ind., when that sher-
iff’s department also became involved. 
  The chase returned to Illinois when the suspect, 37-
year-old Andrew Roselius, of Clifton, crashed in 
Sheldon. 
 According to reports, Roselius left his vehicle and 
gunfire was exchanged, killing Roselius and critically 
injuring Newton County Corporal Brandon Schreiber. 
 Corporal Schreiber, a five-year department veteran, 
was taken to Iroquois Memorials Hospital in Watseka 

Weather 
 Sunny today. High 82. Tonight, mostly clear. Low 62. 
Tomorrow, sunny, chance of showers late. High 85, low 
62. 
 For real time Hoopeston weather, visit justthefacts.net/
weather/. 

Classifieds 
HELP WANTED  

Join Our Team! We're seeking a skilled Technician/Mechanic 
passionate about their craft. If you're a self-starter who thrives in 
a team environment, we'd love to hear from you. Candidates 
should possess their own tools and a valid driver's license. Offer-
ing a competitive pay of $25/hr (flat rate). Interested? Visit us in 
person to apply at Outlaw Automotive, 1919 E 500 N Rd, Mil-
ford, Illinois 60953. Let's build something great together – no 
online inquiries, please. Apply in person to take the first step 
towards your new career.  

Aquality Solutions is looking for men or women to deliver its 
products to area businesses and residential customers. This posi-
tion offers benefits and incentive bonuses. Apply in person at 
102 N 1st Street in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.  

City of Hoopeston Police Department is taking applications for 
certified police officers/part time certification is recognized. 
Applications ongoing; no deadline applies for certified officers. 

Email publish@justthefacts.net or call  

(217) 283-9348 to place your ad. 

BANK OF ROSSVILLE 
is accepting applications for a Full Time Teller. 
Applicants should have excellent math skills and 
enjoy working with the public. Prior cash handling 
experience is desirable. 
 This position offers excellent retirement and health 
insurance benefits. Please send resume or apply in 

person to:     Bank of Rossville 
          111 N Chicago St 
          Rossville, Il 60963 
                  EOE 

Sweetheart continued from other side 

 Directors Award: Miss California, Olivia Acevedo 
 Spirit of Hoopeston Award: Miss Alaska, 
Dominique Henry 
 Erika Hemphill Award: Miss New Jersey, Emerald 
Reilly 
 STEM Scholarship: Miss Montana, Donna Zehner  
 Pam Eldred Talent Award: Miss Texas, Allie Privitt 
 Misti Runge Award: Miss Washington, Paige Dahl 
 John Bitner Memorial Judges Award: Miss Alaska, 
Dominique Henry 
 Cliff Crabtree Community Service Award: Miss 
South Carolina, Allison Grace Bryant 
 Miss Congeniality: Miss New Jersey, Emerald Reilly 
 Pat Musk Award: Miss Utah, Sahana Kargi 
 Bonnie Bergland Award for Parade Wear: Miss 
California, Olivia Acevedo. 

 DROLLINGER - Su-
san Marie Ward Drol-
linger, 65, of Hoopeston, 
passed away Tuesday, 
August 27, 2024, at her 
home. She was born De-
cember 10, 1958, in 
Hoopeston, the daughter 
of Michael and Mary Ann 
(Bishop) Ward. She mar-
ried Mark Drollinger 
March 17, 2017, in 
Hoopeston. He preceded 
her in death. 
 She is survived by two 
sons, Joshua Morgeson 
and Lucas Morgeson both 
of Hoopeston; one daugh-
ter, Kellie Morgeson 
(Chellsea Weinard) of 
Hoopeston; two brothers, Daniel (Charlotte) Ward of 
Pomona, IL and Stephen (Mary Jean) Ward of Mil-
lersville, MD; one grandson, Colin Ward Morgeson of 
Charleston; and many loving nieces and nephews. 
 In addition to her husband, Mark, Susie was preceded in 
death by her parents, Michael and Mary Ann Ward; and 
one sister, Martha Ward. 
 Susie served as the assessor for Grant/Butler Multi-
Township Assessment District. Anyone who had the op-
portunity to know her was lucky, as she was simply one 
of a kind. Her smile was infectious as was her laugh. 
Susie had the biggest heart and so much compassion for 
people and animals and was always willing to give any-
one the benefit of the doubt.  She had a love for animals, 
especially for her five cats. Susie’s family was the most 
important thing to her, as were her pets. She was constant-
ly rooting for them all. Susie will be missed by so many 
people, especially those closest to her. 
 Per her wishes, she will be cremated, and a Celebration 
of Life will be held at 1 p.m. October 6 at The Legion, 
502 E. Penn St., Hoopeston. 
 The family requests no flowers, but donations may be 
made in memory of Susie to any animal shelter of the 
donor’s choice. 
 Please visit www.anderson-funeral-home.com to view 
Susie’s eternal tribute page and to send the family condo-
lences. 
 Anderson Funeral Home in Hoopeston is handling the 
arrangements.  

SUSAN DROLLINGER 

 HULS - Eldon Dean Huls, 81, of Armstrong, died at 
4:03 p.m. Wednesday, August 28, 2024, at Carle Founda-
tion Hospital, Urbana. Visitation will be 4-7 p.m. Thurs-
day at Blurton Funeral Home, Potomac. Funeral service 
will be at 11 a.m. Friday at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Flatville. Burial, with full military honors by American 
Legion Post #210, will be in Danville National Cemetery. 
Memorials are suggested to American Heart Association. 
Condolences may be shared at www.blurtonfun-
eralhomes.com. 

Indiana deputy in critical condition after shooting near Sheldon 
and was air lifted to Carle Hospital in Urbana, where 
he was listed in critical condition. 
 No hostage was found in Roselius’ car. 
 At 8:45 p.m. Sunday, Iroquois County Sheriff’s 
Department requested Illinois State Police to investi-
gate the incident. According to police reports, once 
ISP completes their investigation, results will be given 
to the Iroquois County State’s Attorney’s office. 
 Newton County Sheriff’s Department issued a state-
ment, expressing “heartfelt gratitude for the over-
whelming support and prayers from our law enforce-
ment families, both from Indiana and Illinois, as well 
as from our community. Your kindness is deeply ap-
preciated and means more than words can express.” 

Death Notices 
 HUGHES - Edna Hughes, 96, of Rossville, died at 8:42 
a.m. Friday, August 30, 2024, at Hawthorne Inn Assisted 
Living Facility, Danville. Arrangements are pending at 
Anderson Funeral Home, Hoopeston. 

From the Blotter 

 Jordan Davis-Ervin 33, of Hoopeston, was arrested 
at 11:49 p.m. Thursday at South Market and East Penn. 
Wanted on a Vermilion County warrant, he was taken to 
the Public Safety Building in Danville by a Vermilion 
County Sheriff’s deputy. 
 Rolando Vasquez, 45, of Ambia, Ind., was ticketed 
after a traffic stop at 7:46 a.m. Thursday in the 400 block 
of North Dixie Hwy. He was cited for driving with a sus-
pended license and released on a notice to appear in Ver-
milion County Traffic Court. 
 Desire Welch, 36, of Hoopeston, was arrested after a 
traffic stop at 11:16 p.m. Thursday in the 100 block of 
West Orange. She was ticketed for no valid driver’s li-
cense and operating an uninsured motor vehicle and was 
released on notices to appear in Vermilion County Traffic 
Court. 
 Victor Hutton, 55, of Hoopeston, was arrested at 
4:49 a.m. Friday at West Maple and South Eighth Ave. 
Wanted on Vermilion County warrant, he was taken to the 
police station, then transported to the Public Safety Build-
ing in Danville in lieu of bond. 
 Kaylynn Krueger, 36, of Hoopeston, was arrested 
after police were called to a disturbance at 4:20 p.m. Fri-
day in the 600 block of East Thompson. Wanted on a 
Vermilion County warrant, she was also charged with 
resisting/obstructing a peace officer and was taken to the 
Public Safety Building in Danville in lieu of bond. 
 James Bieber, 27, of Hoopeston, was arrested after 
police were called at 4:39 p.m. Friday to the 300 block of 

South Third St. He was charged with domestic battery 
and interfering with reporting domestic violence and was 
taken to the Public Safety Building in Danville. 
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