Paxton Area
217-841-4728

DOGTOWN

Heating, Air & Plumbing

“Your Home's Best Friend”

Dogtownheatingandair.com

C/U Area
217 566-5005

rEmail:

c ELEBRATE
RECOVERY"
Celebrate Recovery = Sustainable recovery
6 p.m. Thursdays
Hoopeston First Church of God
1004 East Orange St.  217-283-6301

All are welcome
Dinner and/or snacks served
Transportation available upon request
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Bill Kruse Auction Company 110 M Sangameon, Gibson City, IL 60936
Farm, Antiques, Estates, Real Estate Auctions

PUBLIC AUCTION
301 N CROSSLEY, MELVIN, ILLINOIS

SATURDAY JUNE 22, 2024 11 AM.
SALE LOCATION: Melvin on RT 54 to AHW JD
Store, 1200 North Road turn West over RR
Tracks to Crossley Street Tum South 1 Block.
Sign on RT 54,
HOUSEHOLD-GOLF CART-LIFT CHAIR
STAIR LIFT-CAMPING EQUIP.

BLACK STONE GRILL Cl COOKWARE
AD.J. HOSPITAL BED- GARDEN TILLERS
PATIO & WROUGHT IRON FURNITURE
WOOD PELLET GRILL--YARD
ORNAMENTS-COLLECTIBLES
For a complete sale bill & pictures, go to:

billkruse.net
OWNER: SHARON FORBES

kP.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942
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Hoopeston’s only locally-owned news publication!
www.justthefacts.net)

Phone/Fax: (217) 283-9348 )
Lourdine Eyrich, Owner

Board taps Hutzel to be new Hoopeston Area High principal

A familiar face will
have a new role when
Hoopeston Area High
School is back in ses-
sion.

Kim Hutzel, who has
served as assistant prin-
cipal since May 2019,
has been named HAHS
principal, effective July
1.

She replaces John
Klaber who is resigning
June 30 as HAHS prin-
cipal to serve as super-
intendent of Milford
Area Public Schools
#124.

Originally from Au-
burn, near Springfield, Hutzel earned her undergrad de-
gree in history with an education endorsement from East-
ern Illinois University in 2001. In 2006, she received a
master’s degree in applied history from Shippensburg
University in Shippensburg, Penn., and her administrative
degree from Hood College in Frederick, Md., in 2012

Before coming to Hoopeston, Hutzel spent 17 years in

HUTZEL

Hagerstown, Md., teaching social studies for 14 years at
Williamsport, Md., then three years at the district office as
the high school social studies content specialist for Wash-
ington County Public Schools.

“My family and I were looking to get back closer to my
family and hometown and we were in a good position to
move,” Hutzel said, adding the family moved to
Hoopeston in August 2018.

Applying to be high school principal “just felt like the
next natural step in my career,” Hutzel said. “I love this
building and staff, and I want to be able to continue all of
the great things that John Klaber and I have started at the

See PRINCIPAL on other side
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MIsS MAGGIE'S
HOOPESTON, ILLINOIS

Your Hoopeston Home away from Home

Book your stay today at [‘!SS :’1‘AGG{ES
\

Silver Brothers |

Construction Company
Farm Buildings &

Commercial Buildings
We sell American pre-engineered Steel Buildings
We can prep the site, erect the steel,
install overhead doors and more!

105 E. Washi St.
217 283-7751

Hoopeston, IL 60942
Fax 217- 283-5378

~\. Aniversary Sale Continues<. .

~ =, =\ 25% off STOREWIDE _ -

Do - <A few exceptions may apply.,

<Z I 7 ‘ShopInside Where it's CooF =
& Save on HOT Deals!

Thursday & Friday 12-5, Saturday 9-1

The Blossom Basket
16 E. Lyle St. Sue Crawford
Milford, IL Ph. 815 471-5289
Follow us on Facebook at The Blossom Basket - Milford, IL
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BOXCAR BOOKS & VINYL

BOOKS, VINYL RECORDS, COMIC BOOKS, ACCESSORIES
201 EAST MAIN STREET, HOOPESTON ILLINOIS
SHOPBOXCARBOOKS.COM 217-769-9310

STORE HOURS:

Sunday Closed
Monday ........... : 0 am 6 pm
Tu es day ........... 1 0 am 6 pm
Wednesday 10 am-6 pm
Thursday 10 am.-6 pm
Friday 10 am-6 pm
Saturday 10 am-4 pm

Youag's
&

105 E Penn St.  Hoopeston, IL

Z17-918-6646

Residential & Commercial
Heating
Air Conditioning
Electrical

Locally Owwned / Best Price Guaranteed
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TY®PIT STOP
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“=~ NEW! NEW! NEW!
New Soups at The Pit Stop!

\ \ /'"Mondays & Wednesdays
7

\\.

N \Y

\:;: '~ Chicken & Rice &
7 ||' Broccoli Cheese

Starting June 23
SUNDAY BREAKFAST IS BACK
6-11am.
Celebrate ‘
Hoopeston Fireworks %‘ i
with a Rib Eye Sandwich ;“ S
Saturday, June 29! ///ﬂ N

'Fun for All

iniature Golf
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Photo contributed

Take me to your leader

A motorist on the way to work Friday snapped a picture
of the cell tower at the city slab, looking like an alien
being hovering over Hoopeston in the morning fog.

P rincipal continued from other side

high school.”

Asked whether she might use this move as a spring-
board to a larger district or a superintendent’s position
somewhere, Hutzel said, “I do not see myself going on to
a larger school or becoming a superintendent. I never
thought I would be in high school administration because
I loved being in the classroom, but I have really found
administration to be rewarding in a way that I never
thought it would.

“There are many things that I like about being the assis-
tant principal, such as the variety of interactions I get to
have with the students. I see them in the hallways and
lunchroom, but I also get to pop into their classrooms to
see what they are working on and learning. I love to ask
the kids to explain what is going on to me so I can hear it
from their perspective.

Asked what she liked least about that job, “that would
be hard to say,” she said. “Some interactions with students
can be difficult, but it is all about relating what they are
doing now to their lives beyond HS. Sometimes students
have a hard time seeing that, but continuing to be support-
ive as they work through the process is really important.”

As assistant principal, Hutzel said there is a balance
between dealing with students and administrative issues
and doesn’t see that changing much in her new role. “I do
realize there will be more administrative issues that I natu-
rally will have to take over, but I want to continue to
maintain my interactions and relationships with the stu-
dents. I feel that is one of my most important jobs as an
administrator in general, to have a good understanding of
the pulse of the building.”

Along with her educational credentials, Hutzel said she
has personal skills to bring to the table, as well. She said
she is “very organized and I would describe myself as
very hands-on,” wanting to be involved with many as-
pects of the building to better understand it and support it
“so that we can see success.” Another skill is prioritizing
tasks, a variety of which can be thrown at administration
at any moment. Knowing how to prioritize those tasks is
also very important in running a school building smoothly
and safely,” she said.

Weather

Partly sunny, slight chance of thunderstorms today.
High 93. Tonight, partly cloudy. Low 72. Tomorrow,
sunny. High 94, low 71.

For real time Hoopeston weather, visit justthefacts.net/
weather/.

Supt. Robert Richardson said the district was looking
for a servant leader to oversee the high school and that
Hutzel brings experience, familiarity with students, staff
and the system to the position.

The opening was posted internally at the school on ap-
plitracks and the Illinois Association of School Adminis-
trators job bank website. Three people applied and were
interviewed. Hutzel was the only candidate in-district to
apply, he said. Hutzel was selected and offered a one-year
contract with a base salary of $95,000, he said.

As assistant principal, Hutzel’s base salary was
$76,697.61.

In addition to her skills, Hutzel also provides a couple of
students for the district, in son Colin and daughter, Maci.
Her husband, Sean Hutzel, is a retired correctional officer
and currently works for the district as a custodian. “In our
spare time, we like to travel and spend time with our fami-
ly here in Illinois and back in Maryland,” she said.

With the principal’s position filled, the district has
turned its attention to filling the spot Hutzel is vacating.
The job is posted in the same places as the principal
search, Richardson said.

City Hall to be open as cooling

center Thursday-Saturday

Beginning at 8 a.m. Thursday, June 20, 2024 through 7
p-m. Sunday, June 23, 2024, the City of Hoopeston will
open city hall to be used as a cooling center.

Residents are reminded to stay hydrated, stay in air-
conditioned rooms, stay out of the sun, and check up on
relatives and neighbors. Take extra precautions if you
work or spend time outside. Anyone overcome by heat
should be moved to a cool and shaded location and call 9
-1-1 immediately.

If pets are outdoor animals, make sure they have plenty
of fresh, cool water and have a shaded spot outdoors or
make arrangements to bring them inside.

Obituaries

MATTHEWS - Bruce Edward Matthews, 72, of Ros-
sville, died June 16, 2024 in Watseka after a long illness.
A wake will be held at 10 a.m. Thursday at Holy Family
Catholic Church, Danville, followed by a funeral Mass at
11 a.m. Burial will be private. Memorials are suggested to
Iroquois Memorial Hospice, Watseka, or Family Service
in Champaign. Anderson Funeral Home is handling ar-
rangements. Condolences may be shared at anderson-
funeral-home.com.
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