
 Some of those who give their time to their community 
were honored Sunday at the annual Hoopeston Commu-
nity Awards Ceremony, with two new awards added by 
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 Hoopeston organizations, like those across the country, 
find new volunteers can be hard to come by. Those who 
do volunteer pick up more of the slack by doing extra 
duty. 

Above, winners at Sunday’s Hoopeston Community Awards Ceremony were, front, from left, Mercy Linder and Tab 
Rush and back, Scott Kellerhals, Chad Thomas, Brodee Herman, Carolyn Eyrich-Mastin and Brandon Klaber. Right, 
outgoing Miss Hoopeston Kaitlyn Coffey pins the crown on Miss Hoopeston 2024, Alexa Bailey. 

Residents honored for dedication to community, new Miss Hoopeston crowned Sunday 
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Weather 
 WINTER WEATHER ADVISORY until 10 a.m. 
Wednesday. Rain/breezy today. High 40. Tonight, breezy, 
rain changing to snow. Low 28. Tomorrow, decreasing 
clouds, chance of snow/breezy late. High 33, low 24. 

 For real time Hoopeston weather, visit justthefacts.net/
weather/. 

Boys Basketball 
 Hoopeston Area got the new year off to a good start 
with a 59-42 win over home team Milford.  
 Owen Root lad Kendrick Sigerill ed scoring for the 

Sports 

Cornjerkers with 18 points each, followed by Wyatt Ei-
senmann with 11. 
 Also contributing to the total were Trenton Montez 
with four, Zach Huchel and Mason Rush three, and Ethan 
Steiner two. 
 Sigerill led rebounds with seven, followed by Root with 
five, Steiner and Eisenmann with four. Rush had three 
and Huchel added one. 
 HA’s JV topped Milford, 48-19, with Brayden Walder 
and Zach Huchel each scoring 11 points. 
 The win put the team at 12-4 overall and 3-0 in the 
VVC. 
 The Cornjerkers have a full slate this week, on the road 
to Schlarman Tuesday, hosting Oakwood Wednesday, 
then taking it to Uni High Thursday. The team take on 
Armstrong in their opening game Saturday in the Vermil-
ion County Tournament at Danville Area Community 
College. 

Community continued from other side 

the Hoopeston Jaycees, sponsor of the awards event. 
 Callie Lankford, serving as Jaycee president for the 
third time, presented the new President’s Positive Person 
award to Tab Rush. Lankford said her leadership skills 
were improved by Rush, who radiates kindness and has a 
quiet, confident demeanor.  
 The award “really surprised me,” Rush said in accept-
ing the accolade. “I thought that (her husband, Brett 
Rush) was getting this award.” 
 The second new award started out as a continuation of 
the Citizen of the Year Award, formerly presented by the 
Hoopeston Chronicle. When the Jaycees asked for nomi-
nations, the majority of submissions were for people who 
have spent years giving to organizations in Hoopeston 
and the award name was changed to reflect that. 
 Citing the winner’s dedication to Hoopeston schools, 
Hoopeston United Methodist Church, as well as the 
Hoopeston Jaycees, where she went from being a Jay-
mate to a full-fledged Jaycee in 1984 and was the first 
woman to chair the National Sweetcorn Festival in 1986. 
Lankford presented the first Hoopeston Legacy Award to 
Carolyn Eyrich-Mastin. 
 “I don’t know what to say,” Eyrich-Mastin said as she 
accepted the award. “I love my family, I love education, I 
love volunteering and I love being part of the communi-

Shrinking 
A snow family made after last week’s snow looks worse for the wear after warmer temperatures Sunday. A possible 
significant snow is being suggested for Tuesday, with some meteorologists saying if the storm tracks just right, our 
area could get two feet of snow. 

Classifieds 
HELP WANTED  

Silgan Containers is hiring for Press Line Mechanics. Please 
apply online at silgancontainers.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en
-US/silgan/job/Mechanic_R174.  

Full-Fill Industries in Henning is hiring for 2nd  Production Ma-
chine Operators, $18/hour.  Apply at www.full-fill.com Applica-
tions available onsite.  EOE   

East Lynn Fertilizer is looking for a full-time custom applicator. 
Competitive Pay. Health Insurance & Retirement Plans. Apply 
in person at 41284 S Main St. East Lynn, IL.   

Aquality Solutions is looking for men or women to del0iver its 
products to area businesses and residential customers. This posi-
tion offers benefits and incentive bonuses. Apply in person at 
102 N 1st Street in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.  

City of Hoopeston Police Department is taking applications for 
certified police officers/part time certification is recognized. 
Applications ongoing; no deadline applies for certified officers. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

717 W. Orange, Hoopeston. 2 BR/1 ba efficiency unit. $675/mo. 
+ security deposit. No pets. Good references required. Available 
Feb. 1. (217) 304-3477 for applications. Owner is licensed Real 
Estate Agent. 

Whether you have a position to fill or a couch 
to sell, Just the Facts classifieds get results! 

Email publish@justthefacts.net  
or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

ty.” 
 Other winners were presented, including 
 Emergency Management Agency Volunteer of the 
Year: Chad Thomas 
 Firefighter of the Year: Capt. Scott Kellerhals, who 
recently celebrated his 15th year with the department. 
 Police Officer of the Year: Brodee Herman 
 Auxiliary Officer of the Year: Mercy Linder 
 Distinguished Service Award: Brandon Klaber 
 A field of four candidates was whittled to one to be 
2024’s Miss Hoopeston. 
 Alexa Bailey was chosen as Miss Hoopeston, with 
Lealoni Drea as first runner-up. Merrill was the People’s 
Choice winner and Jalyn Cobb was named Miss Conge-
niality.  
 Each girl was judged on opening remarks, evening 
gown and answer to an impromptu question, along with 
earlier interviews with the judges panel. 
 Bailey, daughter of Jim and Michelle Bailey, is a 2023 
graduate of Hoopeston Area High School. She is attends 
Greenville University with plans to become a criminal 
pathologist. When asked why she would like to be Miss 
Hoopeston, she said “Being Miss Hoopeston to me 
would be the best opportunity for me to grow as a per-
son, especially socially. It is also a chance for me to con-

nect even more with my community. I simply just love 
seeing everyone in the community come together for 
events and in times of need.” 
 Kaitlyn Coffey, 2023 Miss Hoopeston, gave an emo-
tional farewell speech that warmed the hearts of those 
who attended, as a fly briefly took advantage of warmth 
generated by the projector, which projected an image of it 
over a slide show depicting  her reign.  
 Coffee said that growing up as a plus size girl, she did-
n’t think she could ever be selected as Miss Hoopeston, 
but her family and friends encouraged her to try. Now, “I 
don’t want it to end,” she said Sunday. 
 Having the support of her family and her church fami-
ly, and learning to believe in herself, Coffey plans to use 
her experience to be a roll model for children in similar 
situations. 

Locals have shovels ready 
 Just the Facts is publishing a list of people willing to shovel or 
snow blow in Hoopeston and nearby towns. 

● Teens Aden and Kyle, shovel, Hoopeston area. (217) 495-
2982  
● Eric and Chevy Kinnaird, shovel, snow blower, plow. 

Hoopeston, Rankin, East Lynn (217) 516-2797  
● David Brown, shovel, Milford (815) 670-6719   
● Josh DeMoss, (217) 249-0160, shovel, snow blow, plow, 
Rankin. Call or text. 
● Isaiah Mobley, 14, shovel, Hoopeston (260) 519-3242 
● Johnson’s Snow Service, plow snow and do sidewalks 
with snow plow and shovel. Hoopeston, Rossville, Mil-
ford, Wellington, Alvin, Bismarck (217) 772-3107  
● Dave Hendrickson, Milford area, plow, shovel, ice 
melt. (217) 379-1993  
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