
Thomas brings love of Hoopeston to work, volunteering, holidays 
Editor’s Note: The following was submitted by Ver-

milion Advantage, part of a series, I am, You are, We 
are Vermilion County! The series profiles residents 
throughout the county.  

By: JODIE INGRAM 
The grass is greener where you water it” 

Neil Barringham 

 Chad Thomas has been taking care of lawns for as long 
as he can remember. Coming from a farming family, he 
has always loved to mow and work outdoors. After grad-
uating high school, he worked at Bird’s General Store, a 
lawn care and feed store business. When Bird’s General 
Store sold their business, they handed their clients to 
Chad, which allowed him to start T&L Lawncare. Even-
tually Chad sold his portion of T&L Lawncare and 
opened his own business C&D Outdoor Improvement. In 
2022 Chad would then open C&D Feed n Seed. 
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 I was lucky enough to visit his C&D Feed n Seed store, 
at 329 W. Main St., in Hoopeston for our interview. It 
has an amazing selection of quality pet food; you can find 
dog food, cat food, chicken feed, cattle feed, bird food, 
grass seed, and if you can’t find what you are looking for, 
you can always put in a request!  
 Fiona, the cat, made sure to welcome me as I entered 
the store, she really is the purrfect employee! I loved the 
hometown, family friendly atmosphere and I loved meet-
ing Chad and his mother, Sandy, even more! 
 Chad loves his small-town community and has never 
had any desire to leave Hoopeston. He has built his busi- 

See THOMAS on other side 
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Chad Thomas and his dog, Mack, a blue heeler. 
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tunately, Chad’s grandma passed before seeing his first 
animated display in 2013, however he hopes she is 
proud. He continues to add lights every year for Grand-
ma and for the community, of course! You can check out 
Chad’s light show on his Facebook page, Thomas’s 
Light Show. 
 When Chad is not running a business or working on his 
light show, he can be found volunteering for the 
Hoopeston Emergency Management Agency, and the 
National Weather Service at Lincoln, Ill., as the 
Hoopeston Weather Observer. He is an avid model rail-
roader and puts on a small Halloween display. Chad is 
grateful for his community and their support of his busi-
nesses. He loves living in a place where everybody 
knows everybody and passes with a wave. 
 Chad, the love you have for your small town is conta-
gious, your dedication to creating a beautiful Christmas 
light display is admirable, and your small businesses are 
a valued and appreciated piece of Hoopeston. The grass 
is a little greener and the winter days are a little brighter 
because of you. Thank you, Chad Thomas, for watering 
your community with love and dedication. 

Thomas continued from other side 

ness and his family here. Chad married his wife, Robin, 
in 2000, and they have one son.  
 Chad’s love for his family and tradition has transpired 
into a beautiful Christmas light display at 928 W. Penn.  
 When he was younger, his grandparents loved Christ-
mas lights. Every year, he would help them decorate and 
every year they would add more lights.  
 Once Chad was grown and had a family of his own, he 
knew he wanted to keep the tradition alive. Every year, 
he added to his own light display, which currently con-
sists of more than 140,000 lights, plus animation. Unfor-

Fiona, Chad Thomas’ cat, welcomes people to C&D Feed 
n Seed. 

Classifieds 
HELP WANTED  

City of Hoopeston is seeking applicants for seasonal em-
ployment with the Water/Sewer Department.  Job duties 
will include, but are not limited to, changing out meters and 
flushing hydrants.  The department will train.  Applicants 
must have a valid driver's license and a HS diploma or 
equivalent.  Applications can be found at https://
cityofhoopeston.com/employment or at City Hall, 301 W 
Main St.  For more information please call 217-283-5833  

Truck Drivers needed. Must have clean driving record. Contact 
Brent @ 815-405-4000    sinntruckinginc@gmail.com  

Aquality Solutions is looking for men or women to deliver its 
products to area businesses and residential customers. This posi-
tion offers benefits and incentive bonuses. Apply in person at 
102 N 1st Street in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.  

Silgan Containers is hiring an Electrician – Industrial/
Maintenance Technician. Please apply online at: silgancontain-
ers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/view/13392  

Robinson Chiropractic is looking for you, so come join our 
team! We have a great staff and are looking to expand it. We are 
hiring strong individuals who are enthusiastic with an interest in 
natural healthcare. Candidates will be trained to assist with pa-
tient care. We have competitive wages, paid vacation, and a 
Simple IRA contribution. Full time employees receive free Chi-
ropractic care. If interested, please send resume to tri-
na.keller@robchiro.com.  

City of Hoopeston Police Department is taking applications for 
certified police officers/part time certification is recognized. 
Applications ongoing; no deadline applies for certified officers. 

From the Blotter 
 Kareem A. Summers, 32, of Danville, was arrested 
after police said he committed a stop sign violation at 
4:24 a.m. Tuesday at Rtes. 1 and 9. Along with that 
charge, he was also cited for driving while license 
revoked and no proof of insurance. 
 Summers was released on notices to appear in Ver-
milion County Traffic Court. 

   Briefly 
Breast cancer support 

Hoopeston Breast Cancer Support group will meet 
at 6 p.m. June 15 at The Pit Stop at Fast Lanes Bowl-
ing Alley.. Please spread the word and join us for a 
meeting to offer support to past and present breast 
cancer survivors. 

For more information, call Pat Foster, (815) 984-
4040 or (309) 208-9829. 

Weather 
 Mostly sunny, slight chance of thunderstorms today. 
High 88. Tonight, mostly clear. Low 54. Tomorrow, sun-
ny. High 81, low 52. 
  For real time Hoopeston weather information, go to 
justthefacts.net/weather/. 
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