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April Jones addresses Hoopeston City Council about the proposed skate park to be located in McFerren Park. The 
council approved helping pay for the park Tuesday evening. 

Mayor vetoes vote on property, skate park to get city funds 
planned to build a small building on the space to house 
another building facing Main St. 
 The Linds, who, after purchasing Pizza King, bought 
109 E. Main to expand the business, said their plan was 
to use the lot for outside dining and entertainment with 
the possibility of holding special events and fundraisers 
for organizations. 
 Ald. Joe Garrett made a motion to approve the Linds’ 
bid. Ald. Kellie Ferrell seconded it. In the rollcall, both 
voted yes. Voting no were aldermen Bob Porth, Kyle 
Richards and Carl Ankenbrand. Members Robin Lawson 
and Lourdine Florek abstained and Ald. Stephen Eyrich 
voted present. 
 Asked how the abstentions work, Florek said they go 
with the majority. Asked about Eyrich’s “present,” Florek 
said she had no idea what to do it. 
 Counting the abstentions and present with the no votes, 

See VETO on other side 

 For the first time in decades - if not the first time ever - 
a mayor vetoed action taken by Hoopeston City Council. 
 At issue was choosing a bid for empty lots at 105 and 
107 E. Main. City officials approved taking down the 
structure at 105 after the roof collapsed in October 2017.  
In taking it down, structural damage to 107 was found, 
according to reports at that time. 
 Officials eventually took ownership of the lots and 
earlier this year, sought bids, which were to include the 
purchase price and description of how the property 
would be used. 
 Two bids were received, one for $1,000 from Bill and 
Jennifer Lind’s Smoke and Pizza Pies, LLC/Pizza King 
and one from Bob and Emily Brown, for $1,051. 
 In their bid, the Browns said they recently purchased 
217 Bank (formerly Craftsman Printing) to create another 
downtown business. The empty lots would allow them to 
have space to pull in trucks and trailers and they also 
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Weather 
 Showers likely, then showers today, tonight and tomor-
row. High today 64, low 56. Tomorrow, high 66, low 50. 
 For real time Hoopeston weather, visit justthefacts.net/
weather/. 

HELP WANTED 

Seeking a bartender for weekdays and nights. Possibly a 
weekend day.  Our hours are from 7a-7p. Must have a Bas-
sett and Food handlers Cert within 30 days. Stop by Hub-
bard Trail Country Club or call 217-748-6521. 

Property Manager - Hoopeston. Proficient computer skills, in-
cluding Microsoft Office and YARDI Strong customer service 
and people versatility Tax Credit experience preferred Must be 
able to pass a criminal background check. EOE Apply on In-
deed.com or on Prairie Meadows Facebook Page 

Homekeeper, errands and occasional out of town appointments 
for senior lady. CNA certified a plus. 8 to 10 hours weekly to 
start. Please supply experience and two work references. Non-
smoker. Email resume to publish@justthefacts.net. 

Silgan Containers is hiring for a General Labor position. Please 
visit silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/
view/12666 for more information and to apply.  

Iroquois County Sheriff’s Office is accepting applications for full
– and part time correctional officers, responsible for the daily 
supervision and care of arrestees brought to and/or detained at the 
Iroquois County Jail. Must be high school graduate or have GED, 
Iroquois County resident at time of employment (for full time) 
submit to criminal background check and have basic computer 
skills. Full time starting salary is $39,685.65, part time wage is 
$15/hr. Applications may be picked up at the Iroquois County 
Jail/Sheriff’s Office, 550 S. Tenth, Watseka or online at iro-
quoiscountyil.gov/offices/sheriff. Applications/resumes may be 

mailed to the above address or emailed to cperzee@ 
co.iroquois.il.us. EOE 

Silgan Containers is hiring for Press Line Mechanics. Please 
apply online at: silgancontainers. mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/
Posting/view/12464/0 

Silgan Containers is hiring for an Electrician-Industrial/
Maintenance position. Please apply online at: silgancontain-
ers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/view/12406/0 

City of Hoopeston Police Department is taking applications for 
certified police officers/part time certification is recognized. Ap-
plications will be ongoing; no deadline applies for certified offic-
ers. 

Full-Fill Industries in Henning is HIRING! Apply at www.full-
fill.com/employmentopportunities  Applications available onsite. 
EOE   

East Lynn Fertilizer is seeking a full time applicator. Call 217-
375-4225 or stop by 41284 S Main St., East Lynn, IL for more 
details.  

Aquality Solutions is looking for full-time delivery drivers skilled 
in efficiency, organization, and flexibility. Delivery Drivers will 
deliver bottled water and bagged salt to commercial and residen-
tial customers and must have knowledge or be willing to learn 
maintenance operations when not driving. Apply in person at 102 
N 1st St. in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.  

Email publish@justthefacts.net  
or call  (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

Classifieds 

Obituaries 

 MARTIN - Patricia “Patti” Martin, 69, of 
Hoopeston, passed away on Monday, May 2, 2022 at 
Carle Foundation Hospital in Urbana.   
 She was born on December 31, 1952 in Watseka, 
the daughter of Herman H. and Arcelia (Kaufman) 
Bauer.  She married Randal “Randy” Martin in 
Cissna Park on August 31, 1975. 
 Surviving are her husband, Randy Martin of 
Hoopeston; three daughters, Christina Hall of Carmel, 
IN, Rebekah (fiancé Pete Vela) Martin of Indianapolis, 
IN, and Jessica (Matt) Hall of Clinton; one granddaugh-
ter, Evelynn Hall; one sister, Ann Hillenburg of Danville; 
and one brother, David Bauer of Hoopeston. 

 She was preceded in death by her parents. 
 Patti was a member of Cissna Park Apostolic Chris-
tian Church.  She was a school teacher for 17 years in 
Hoopeston School District and was an avid Chicago 
Cubs fan.  Patti enjoyed spending time with her fami-
ly and referred to her granddaughter as her ‘precious 
angel’. 
 Visitation will be from 4-7 pm on Thursday, May 5, 
2022 at Knapp Funeral Home in Cissna Park and one 
hour prior to the funeral service on Friday at church. 
 Funeral services will be at 10 am on Friday, May 6, 
2022 at Cissna Park Apostolic Christian Church.  
Ministers of the church will officiate.  Burial will 

Veto continued from other side 

the motion was defeated 6-2. 
 Eyrich then asked if the other bid had to be accepted. 
“It has to be voted on,” Florek answered. 
 Ankenbrand made a motion to accept Browns’ bid, 
which was seconded by Richards. Those two, along with 
Porth and Eyrich, voted in favor, while Ferrell and Gar-
rett voted no. Lawson and Florek again abstained. 
 The vote approved the Browns’ bid but Wise immedi-
ately intervened. “I did my homework,” he said. “I veto 
this. You guys have to come up with a super majority to 
override me. I’m not doing this. If anybody would like to 
see my documentation on how I can do that, I’m more 
than happy to comply. 
 “That went over well,” he added, ending discussion on 
the matter. 
 In other action, the council approved using city funds to 
help pay for a proposed skate park in McFerren Park. 
 April Jones, who had advocated for the park, said that 
with the site selected and design completed, only two 
steps were left: groundbreaking and opening. She en-
couraged people to “put positive energy into this pro-
ject.” 
 Later, during Richards’ parks committee report, he said 
American Ramp Company did the park design - normal-
ly a $7,500 fee -  for free, fitting the attraction on the site 
of the old tennis court. The base design came in at 
$74,790.27. Additional features will add another 
$30,161.96 to the cost. “I think that’s more what the kids 
want,” he said. “I think they’ll like that one a little bet-
ter.” 
 The total cost of the park is $130,000, Richards said, 
including $10,000 to $11,000 for concrete, plus addition-
al money for lighting and cameras. 
 Jones and supporters of the skate park have raised 

$31,928 towards the project. That money will be used to 
start concrete work, which needs to be done before fea-
tures can be installed. 
 Richards asked that $50,000 of tax increment financing 
(TIF) be used to help fund the skate park and an addition-
al $30,000 from the park accrual. The request was se-
conded by Ferrell. 
 In discussion, Lawson said skateboarders in the down-
town area are at risk of injury. She related a story of a 
child on a bicycle who pulled in front of a woman driv-
ing a car. Before dying, the child admitted pulling in 
front of the car, but the woman “had to live with that for 
the rest of her life.” 
 “We have spent $50,000 for less,” Eyrich said, adding, 
“There is a prospect of improving the community with 
this.” 
 Voting no were Ankenbrand, Florek and Porth. 

Fire Calls 
 Hoopeston Fire Department was called at 7:50 p.m. 
Tuesday to Hoopeston Regional Health for fire alarms 
going off. No injuries were reported.  Hoopeston Po-
lice also responded. 

   Briefly 
Day of Prayer gathering 

 A National Day Of Prayer gathering will be held at 
noon on Thursday, May 5 at Hoopeston City Hall. 
Please joining us at noon for Prayer around our flag. 
All pastors are invited to offer prayers. Please call 
Valarie Hinkle with questions, 217-274-2956. 
 Hoopeston Chamber of Commerce is organizing the 
event. 

follow in Cissna Park Apostolic Christian Church 
Cemetery. 
 Memorials may be made to the donor’s choice. 
 Please share a memory of Patti at www.knappfuner 
alhomes.com. 
 GOSSETT - Ronald “Ronnie” Gossett, 86, of 
Hoopeston, died at 2:45 p.m. Tuesday, May 3, at 
home. Arrangements are pending at Anderson Funer-
al Home, Hoopeston. 
 HAYS - James Allen Hays Sr., 85, of Rankin, died 
Monday, May 2, 2022, at Arcadia of Clifton. Private 
family services will be performed by Lux Memorial 
Chapel. 

 LANGELLIER - Gordon L. Langellier, 80, of Pen-
sacola, Fla., formerly of Watseka, died Monday, May 
2, 2022, at his daughter’s home in Pensacola. Private 
memorial service will be held in Pensacola. Graveside 
service will be at a later date at Flesher Cemetery, 
Crescent City. Condolences may be shared at 
www.knappfuneral homes.com. 
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