
Ankenbrand returns to council, mayor tasks members with finding citizen’s committee members 
 A familiar face was returned to the Hoopeston City 
Council Tuesday evening. 
 Mayor Jeff Wise nominated Carl Ankenbrand to fill the 
vacancy created when Wise became mayor.  
 Sworn in the first time in October 2002, and again 
Tuesday after being approved by the council, 6-1. 
 In making the nomination, Wise said several people 
were interested in the seat but that Ankenbrand would 
“hit the ground running  
 Ald. Kellie Ferrell, who defeated Ankenbrand for the 
seat last April, voted against the appointment. Prefacing 
the reason for her “no” vote, Ferrell said   it was “not 
intended to be personal. I like Carl. I think he’s a good 
guy.” However, she continued, “he did get voted out,” 
adding appointing someone the voters voted out was 
“kind of a slap in the face to them.” 
 After took his seat, Ald. Lourdine Florek drew laughter 
from the council when she said, “Carl, are you going to 
give your parting gifts back,” alluding to gifts he received 
at a reception last year honoring his years of service. 
 “I’ll just start a second time,” he replied. 
 Ankenbrand is now chairman of the street/alley com-
mittee and is also a member of the finance and cemetery 
committees. He will serve until an alderman is elected in 
the April 2023 election. 
 In other business, Wise is resurrecting the citizens’ ad-
visory committee, created by an ordinance last updated in 
1979. 
 By the ordinance, the committee shall have 35 mem-
bers, appointed by the mayor and approved by the coun-
cil, who will serve one-year terms. According to the law, 
duties of the committee include:  
● To investigate, determine and recommend to the city 
planning commission a statement of goals of city plan-
ning and city policies for the purpose of an orderly and 
beneficial operation, growth and expansion of the city; 
● To investigate and establish the nature and extent of the 
problems existing within the community and to report the 
same to the planning commission; 
● To recommend and suggest, after proper investigation, 

the existing means or the means which could be estab-
lished for dealing and solving the problems existing with-
in the community; 
● To make recommendations and suggestions, after 
proper investigation, for necessary and needed improve-
ments in the community; 
● To inform the citizens of the committee of the prob-
lems and needs of the community; 
● To have such other duties and authority as may be inci-
dental and necessary to the discharge of the goals of the 
community as set forth in the ordinance. 
 “This is an ordinance,” Wise said. “We’re going to 
enforce it.” 
 Wise asked Florek if, in her tenure, the ordinance had 
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ever been enforced. She answered that it had not during 
her time on the council, nor had it been in force in the 30 
or so years she has covered the council. 
 Wise said his goal in putting life into the committee is 
to get more people involved in city government. 
 Initially, Wise told each alderman to find four candi-
dates for the committee and he would select the remain-
der. After discussion on the committee being too big, the 
35 was whittled to 19, with each council member respon-
sible for finding two people for the committee.  Potential 
members must be residents of the alderman’s ward or 
have a business in the ward, Wise said. 
 An ordinance making that change is expected to be 
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and Hoopeston Masonic Star Lodge #709 where he 
had served as a past Master. He worked for 43 years 
at FMC in Hoopeston until he retired. Bill enjoyed 
going to Texas for the winter, playing cards, telling 
jokes, taking bus trips to the casino, and camping at 
Timber Meadows. He loved watching all sports and 
was an avid Illini fan.  
A visitation will be held 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Wednesday 
February 9, 2022, at Anderson Funeral Home 427 E. 
Main St. Hoopeston.  The funeral service will follow 
the visitation, beginning at 12 p.m. Wednesday at the 
funeral home, with Pastor Kathy Murphy officiating.  
Burial will follow in Floral Hill Cemetery in 
Hoopeston.  Military rites will be accorded by the 
Hoopeston American Legion Post #384.  
 A Masonic service will be held at 11:45 A.M. at the 
funeral home.  
 Memorials may be made to the Hoopeston United 
Methodist Church, 403 E. Main St., Hoopeston, IL 
60942. 
 Please visit www.anderson-funeral-home.com to 
view Bill’s eternal tribute page and to send the family 
condolences.  
 Anderson Funeral Home in Hoopeston is handling 
the arrangements.  

Obituaries 

Lunch Menus 

chips & salsa, veggies, pears, milk 
 THURSDAY: Fettucine Alfredo, Max Stick, veg-
gies, peaches, milk 
 FRIDAY: Pizza, salad, mixed fruit, Veggie Juice, 
milk 

Hoopeston Area High School menus 
 MONDAY: Chicken strips or hot ham & cheese, 
salad bar, broccoli, applesauce, milk, juice 
 TUESDAY: Biscuit & gravy or Hot Pocket, scram-
bled eggs, salad bar, mandarin orange, milk, juice 
 WEDNESDAY: Cheese quesadilla or pork BBQ/
bun, refried beans, chips & salsa, salad bar, pears, 
milk, juice 
 THURSDAY: Fettucine Alfredo or cheeseburger, 
Max Stick, salad bar, peaches, milk, juice  
 FRIDAY: Pizza or fish sandwich, salad bar, mixed 
fruit, milk, juice 

Hoopeston Area grade school menus 
 MONDAY: Mini corndogs, baked beans, cucumber 
slices, applesauce, milk 
 TUESDAY: Cheese pizza, salad, baby carrots, 
peaches, milk 
 WEDNESDAY: Chicken pot pie, biscuit, celery 
sticks, pears, milk 
 THURSDAY: Max Stix, marinara sauce, salad, 
baby carrots, pineapple, milk 
 FRIDAY: Fish sandwich, fries, mixed fruit, Veggy 
Juice, milk 

Hoopeston Area Middle School menus 
 MONDAY: Chicken strips, veggies, broccoli, ap-
plesauce, milk  
 TUESDAY: Biscuit & gravy, scrambled eggs, hash 
brown, veggies, mandarin orange, milk 
 WEDNESDAY: Cheese quesadilla, refried beans, 

 BARRAGREE - Elizabeth A. “Betty” Barragree, 
96, of Watseka, formerly of Hoopeston, died Satur-
day, Jan. 29, 2022, at Iroquois Memorial Hospital, 
Watseka. Visitation will be 10 a.m. until the 11 a.m. 
funeral Saturday at Knapp Funeral Home, Watseka. 
Burial will follow in G.A.R. Cemetery, Watseka. Me-
morials are suggested to First United Methodist 
Church, Watseka. Condolences may be left at 
www.knappfuneralhomes.com. 
 MUSK - William E. “Bill” Musk, 99, of 
Hoopeston, went peacefully to be with his Lord at 
3:03 a.m. Tuesday, February 1, 2022, at Heritage 
Health of Hoopeston.  
 Born April 3, 1922, in Hoopeston, he was the son of 

Joseph E. and Grace (Bennett) Musk.  
 He married Betty Moore on February 16, 1947, in 
Goodwine, IL.  
 Surviving are three sons, Dinty (Sally) Musk of 
Hoopeston, David (Darlene) Musk of Cheneyville, 
and Doug Musk of Watseka; eight grandchildren; 18 
greatgrandchildren; and one sister, Peggy Pikna of 
Akron, Ohio.  
 He was proceeded in death by his parents, his wife, 
two brothers and two sisters.  
 Bill served in the United States Air Force from Sep-
tember 30, 1942, to January 30, 1946. He was a life- 
time member of the United Methodist Church of 
Hoopeston, Hoopeston American Legion Post #384, 

From the Blotter 
 No tickets or injuries were reported in an accident 
at 1:35 p.m. Friday at the Hoopeston Water Works build-
ing, 425 W. Main. Police said Colin M. Carswell, 27, of 
Hoopeston, in a city-owned 2019 Ford truck, backed 
from the water department garage bay into a parked 2021 
Chevrolet truck owned by Richard Cappellano, of 
Hoopeston. 
 George Casillas, 53, of Watseka, was ticketed for no 
valid driver’s license and operating an uninsured motor 
vehicle following an accident at 11:44 a.m. Saturday. Po-
lice said Casillas, in a 2010 Chevrolet Equinox, pulled 
out in front of a 2007 Chevrolet Suburban, driven by 
Gary M. Fink, 43, of Hoopeston. 
 He was released on a notice to appear in Vermilion 
County traffic court. 

Weather 
 Partly sunny today. High 21. Tonight, partly cloudy. 
Low 7. Tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 36, low 27. 
 For real time Hoopeston weather, visit justthefacts.net/
weather/. 

Classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

City of Hoopeston Police Department is taking applications 
for certified police officers/part time certification is recog-
nized. Applications will be ongoing; no deadline applies for 
certified officers. 

City of Hoopeston is accepting applications for a full time 
water department employee. Must have CDL or the ability 
to get one. Potential for eventual supervisory role with 
proper training and certification. Applications are available 
at Hoopeston City Hall, 301 W. Main St., or at 
www.cityofhoopeston.com. 

Hoopeston Area CUSD #11 is accepting applications for 
Computer Department summer help. Online applications 
can be found on the school’s website or applications may 
be picked up at the District Office and dropped off no later 
than February 18, 2022.  

Hoopeston Multi Agency is looking for a substitute van 
driver.  You must hold a valid driver's license.  Please con-
tact Beth at 217-283-5544 for more information.    

KSi is looking for qualified candidates for the seasonal position 
of Production Associate in our Cissna Park facility. This position 
is primarily responsible for mechanical assembly of conveyors 
and final units. Potential candidates should possess a beginner 
level of mechanical skills and have a strong work ethic. Position 
would be M-F workweeks up to 45 hours per week. Majority of 
work would be in heated shop for cold winter months. Fill out an 
application from our website, www.ksiedge.com, send inquiries 
to hr@ksiedge.com, or call 785-284-0600 ext. 1422. Applica-
tions may also be picked up at our location: 454 N State Route 
49, Cissna Park, IL 60924. 

Teasdale Latin Foods is hiring for a new temporary position. 
Competitive pay, 5-6 hrs./day, five days a week. Great for retir-
ees, college students or someone laid off looking to work part 
time. Apply in person or online: https://teasdale-latin-
foods.breezy.hr/ 

Full-Fill Industries in Henning is HIRING! Apply at www.full-
fill.com/employmentopportunities  Applications available onsite. 
EOE   

East Lynn Fertilizer is seeking a full time applicator. Call 217-
375-4225 or stop by 41284 S Main St., East Lynn, IL for more 
details.  

Aquality Solutions is looking for full-time delivery drivers 
skilled in efficiency, organization, and flexibility. Delivery Driv-
ers will deliver bottled water and bagged salt to commercial and 
residential customers and must have knowledge or be willing to 
learn maintenance operations when not driving. Apply in person 
at 102 N 1st St. in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.  
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or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad!  

Council continued from other side 

 voted on at the February 15 meeting. 
 In unrelated business: 
● Ferrell reported that Mike Davis, head of Central Illi-
nois Land Bank, is waiting for asbestos reports on several 
dilapidated buildings before demolition begins. Proper-
ties on the list include 320 Front, 322 Front, 908 W. 
Washington, 406 E. Thompson, 520 E. Honeywell and 
210 E. Washington. 
 Davis hopes demolition can begin in April, she said. 
● Ald. Joe Garrett reported the police department’s 20-
year-old breath alcohol tester is broken, not serviceable 
and must be replaced. Cost of a new one is $3,795, he 

said. 
● Ald. Bob Porth said the audit is complete and the tax 
increment financing (TIF)  audit has been sent to the Ken 
Beth, the city’s TIF attorney. 
● Ald. Kyle Richards is asking that $50,000 of TIF mon-
ey be used for the skate park. He asked that his request be 
placed on the February 15 agenda for a vote. 
● Ald. Robin Lawson announced Fireman’s Ball tickets 
are now available from fire department members. 
● Florek thanked cemetery supervisor Don Stebbins and 
parks workers Chaz and Blaine Landers for their help 
fixing a large water leak February 28 on Wilson. 
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