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Make Every Day Count

Every day we have a choice. Am I going to have a great day? Am I going to get things
done? Will I decide to make today count? For what?

I love to start my day with my sweet husband, a cup of coffee and a roll. Usually we
both have things we want to do and by eleven o'clock we get started,

One day when we were celebrating being well and together we chose to go out to eat.
A sweet lady I've known for years came to our table to tell me how much she enjoyed
Bertha's Corner and looked forward to it every few weeks. Boy! Did that make my day!

She asked how I came up with the ideas. Well, I start by sitting at my in-home office
desk and I ask God what am I going to write about today? I wait and with-in a few
minutes the ideas begin to come and I start writing.

Why, you ask, is it so important to make every day count? I just don't like to waste
y anything, especially my days, because Mama often reminded me, “You only get one
BERTHA PARSONS chance at today” How exciting is that?

As we start the day do we really stop and think how wonderful this day can be, and
what can we do to make it wonderful?

As I may have said in the past I like to make a to-do list each day. It makes me feel like I'm really getting
things done as I check each item off my list. When I worked at the newspaper I always had a to-do list.

Did I do everything on the list that day? Probably not, but I gave it a “best Bertha's” try. So at the end of the
day I felt either really good or really bad.

You see, making every day count is a matter over your mind. You have to think about the day! You have to
want the day to go as planned or not! For me there is no giving up! I want to do something, anything to make
this day count!

Now I can tell you are wondering, “what makes a day, yours or mine count?”

Bertlﬂa’s
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Lots from demo projects for sale, new demo list announced

For sale: four residential lots in Hoopeston.

Mike Davis, Central Illinois Land bank director, wants
to get the word out that the lots where four houses were
recently demolished are up for sale.

Davis spoke at last week’s Hoopeston City Council
meeting and asked aldermen to let people know lots are
available at 801 E. Wyman, 411 W. Penn, 305 S. Second
Ave. and 406 Front.

“I’'m not selling these at rock bottom prices,” Davis
said, admitting he will not recoup what was paid to de-
molish the houses. “I’'m not going to be whole,” he said.
“I"'m spending $10,000 to $20,000 on these demolitions.”

At the very least, Davis would like to get back the $800
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the land bank paid to the county tax trustees for each
property.

If the properties sell, the money will go to the land
bank. If they remain unsold after a year, they will revert
to the city, he said.

Davis updated the council on existing and new projects
during his presentation. He hopes to have titles to 908 W.
Washington and 406 E. Thompson in the next month or
so. Two properties, 210 E. Washington and 520 E. Hon-
eywell, are in the court system and hopefully will be re-
solved in November.

Davis plans to package the four into one demolition
project and has concerns about the cost of 520 W. Hon-
eywell, the former Dyer mansion, damaged in a 2015 fire
and exposed to the elements since then. “I’m terrified of
the cost of that one,” he said. “I don’t think that’s going
to be a $10,000 teardown.”

Davis is working to have four additional properties
slated for fast track demolition. He explained that under
fast track, he will have 120 days to get the houses
through the process from inspection to demolition com-
pleted. “You really need to have all your ducks in a row,
get everything done, soup to nuts” in the allotted time, he
said.

Properties he mentioned for fast track demolition in-
clude 324 and 628 East McCracken and 217, 320 and
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Letters to the Editor

Thank you for support

There are not enough words to express our most
sincere appreciation to all those who made John’s
benefit such a huge success. He was truly over-
whelmed at the number of friends and family who
came out in support. You’ll never know how much
that meant to him. A huge thank you to our kids and
friends who worked so hard to put this all together.
You all did a wonderful job.

Thank you to Hubbard Trail Country Club staff for
all your help and hard work. Without you, things
would not have run so smoothly.

Thank you to all the golfers who made the golf tour-

Demo continued from other side

nament a success. It was an amazing turnout!

A special thank you to all the individuals and busi-
nesses who donated items for the auction and those
who bid and bought the items. Your overwhelming
generosity is unsurpassed!

Thank you Larry Baughn for sharing your auction-
eering talents. You are like no other!

Thank you to all the musicians who spent a lot of
time setting up and tearing down music equipment.
You all sounded great and John had a blast playing
with some of you.

And most of all a most sincere thank you to every-
one who came out and visited with John. Some of you

322 Front. He would consider accepting donations of the
properties from the owners if they come with clean titles.
Thus far, the land bank has taken on only residential
properties, but Davis is turning an eye to commercial
properties, thanks to a new state Department of Com-
merce and Economic Opportunity grant program.
The grant program was recently announced and awards
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will range from $250,000 to $3 million, Davis said. He
envisions a collaboration among Hoopeston, the land
bank and Vermilion Advantage to get maximum effect
and dollars.

The grant requires matching dollars, but Davis said he
was told tax increment financing and landfill funds might
be available. Applications for the grant are due in Janu-
ary, he said.

In related discussion about funding, Davis said there
was no cost to join the land bank when it started, but in
the long term, member communities will be asked to
consider “a fair fee for service” for operating costs.

Ber tha continued from other side

traveled quite a long way to be here —it meant so

much. We truly feel blessed to belong in a communi-

ty who supports their own in such a loving way. We

will always remember this day and forever be so very
grateful.

Sincerely,

John & Jeannie Zollar

A question I absolutely love. Because along with
my to-do list I have a side bar for things to do to make
me smile and happy! Such as call a friend or neigh-
bor just to check in on them. Give my hubby a good
morning hug. Say a prayer of thanks for all I have and
thanks for the things I do not have or need.

Every day counts, no matter who you are, where
you live, or what you do. The important thing is that
we make good use of today and we are thankful.

“The only preparation for tomorrow is making the
right use of today.” Author unknown.

Comments? Email BerthasCorner(@gmail.com

Weather

Mostly sunny today. High 74. Tonight, partly cloudy,
Low 63. Tomorrow, chance of showers. High 76, low 63.

For real time Hoopeston weather, visit justthefacts.net/
weather/.

Classifieds

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

3 BR upstairs apt. $475 + security deposit. Must have good refer-
ences, good history. Garage. No pets. (217) 304-3477 for ap-
pointment. Agent-owned.

HELP WANTED

Breakfast cook. Waitresses, Kitchen help needed. Apply in per-
son at The Pit Stop at Fast Lanes Bowling Alley, 719 W. Elm,
Hoopeston.

Full-Fill Industries in Henning is HIRING! New starting wage is
$18/hour. Full-time positions with benefits and part-time posi-
tions available for 1% and 2™ shifts. Apply at www.full-fill.com/
employment-opportunities Applications available onsite. EOE
United Prairie-Hoopeston has opening this Fall for the follow-
ing: CDL Drivers and Non-CDL. Pick up applications at 18978
E 3850 North Rd Hoopeston. For more information call 217/888
-0164.

East Lynn Fertilizer is seeking a full time applicator. Call 217-
375-4225 or stop by 41284 S Main St., East Lynn, IL for more
details.

Silver Brothers is looking for part-time mixer drivers. Hours will
vary. Must have Class B CDL, pass a drug test, be able to climb
a ladder, and lift 75 Ibs. Pay will be $20/hour to an experienced
driver. Perfect opportunity for a retired person wanting some
extra money. Stop by 105 E. Washington, Hoopeston for appli-
cation.

Dogtown Heating, Air, & Plumbing is in search of an experi-
enced HVAC technician to help serve our customers in the area.
Pay based on experience. Health insurance, Life insurance, and 2
weeks paid vacation. We have a family atmosphere that serves
our customers with honesty and integrity. Email
brad.dogtown@gmail.com

Aquality Solutions is looking for full-time delivery drivers
skilled in efficiency, organization, and flexibility. Delivery Driv-
ers will deliver bottled water and bagged salt to commercial and
residential customers and must have knowledge or be willing to
learn maintenance operations when not driving. Apply in person
at 102 N 1* St. in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.

Email publish@justthefacts.net or call
(217) 283-9348 to place your ad!
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