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 While many aspects of education were uprooted with 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the team at Hoopeston Area 
High School (HAHS) is being recognized for their out-
standing efforts to inspire students to set and achieve life 
goals.  
 Hoopeston Area High School is being awarded a Career 
Choices Gold Medal for their program promoting student 
success with the Career Choices series curriculum and 
My10yearPlan.com. The school’s Career Choices pro-
gram helps students, starting in their freshman year, to 
create online 10-year plans for their future education and 
career goals.  
 HAHS is among only 22 schools across the nation that 
have been awarded a Career Choices Medal for the 2020–
21 school year.  
 The 2020–21 academic year brought many unprece-
dented challenges to the education sector, including the 
temporary shift to remote instruction and the increased 
need to attend to students’ social-emotional health. HAHS 
addressed these challenges and more with a robust career- 
and college-focused program for students.   
 “This medal means that despite the detours and road-
blocks the year presented, HAHS went above and beyond 
in their commitment to supporting student success and 
improving college and career readiness,” said Brianne 
Navarrete, a representative for Academic Innovations, the 

Dance to Your Own Beat 
 These days we are being told what to do, how to do it and why we do it. Wear a mask, don't 
wear a mask, stay six feet apart, don't go out in a crowd. What on earth can we do? 
 Well, you can be generous with your time to help neighbors or a student getting ready to go 
to college. You can live in the now, it's the only time you have. You can be grateful for your 
life, for friends, family and hundreds of blessings and privileges you enjoy! You can be cheer-
ful with a smile to brighten the day for others and yourself. You can be optimistic. Doors of 
opportunity open to optimists. You can spend time in prayer, whatever that means to you. 
Prayer is possible and a strong help for those who believe. You can be unselfish! Take the 
Golden Rule off the shelf, dust it off put it to work! You can make someone happy. Being kind 
and thoughtful. Helping others really helps you too.  Believe me, I know! 

 You can be forgiving. Forgive and forget. It warms the heart and cools the sting. We are 
only brave when we know how to forgive.  All you have to do  is say, “I'm sorry, let's move 
on.”  It sure sound's easy.  But do we really forgive or just use these words to make us look 
better? Forgiving may be the hardest thing we can ever do, yet the most rewarding. For me 

it's a win-win, forgiving someone who has hurt me, and mean it! 
 You can be generous! No matter how small the gift, if given with love and affection, it is really great!  We may never 
know the impact a small gift to someone hurting can make to their day. 
 Yes! You can dance to your own beat! If you don't like what you're doing or where you're at in life just pick up the 
needle on the record player of life and move it to a new groove. 
 You have heard me say and write many times, today is the only day you really have, this moment, this minute, this 
day may be the only one you have! Why waste it on worry, unkindness and anger. Instead, walk tall, put on a smile, 
say a happy “hello” to your world as you go out into it today! Life is what we choose to make it!  Let's make it a 
“Happy Dance” life!  Put on your dancing shoes and  let's get HAPPY! 

Comments? Email Bertha'sCorner@gmail.com  

By  
BERTHA PARSONS 

publisher of the Career Choices series curriculum.    
 Teachers and administrators behind this Hoopeston 
Area High School program worked diligently throughout 
this past year of challenges to keep students focused on 
the future and working toward achieving their goals. This 
award is our way of acknowledging those efforts and the 
positive impact these educators left on their students, 
school and community, said Laurel Ortez, another repre-
sentative for Academic Innovations.  
 “It’s a great accomplishment that requires solid leader-
ship, top-notch teachers, and a lot of hard work from eve-
ryone involved, especially in the 2020–21 school year,” 
Ortez said.  

Company awards HAHS for success with career curriculum 
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Weather 
 Mostly sunny today. High 79. Tonight, mostly clear. 
Low 66. Tomorrow sunny. High 82, low 62. 
 For real time Hoopeston weather, visit justthefacts.net/
weather/. 

Obituaries 

 DOWELL - Michael Jay Dowell, 41, of Hoopeston, 
died at 1:08 p.m. Friday, Sept. 3, 2021, at home.  He was 
cremated and no service will be held. Memorials are sug-
gested to American SIDS Institute, 528 Raven Way, Na-
ples, FL 34110. Anderson Funeral Home is handling 
arrangements. Condolences may be left at www.anderson
-funeral-home.com. 
 ELLIOTT - Ronnie S. “Ron” Elliott, 75, of 
Hoopeston, died at 2:35 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 1, 2021, 
at Paris Community Hospital, Paris. He was cremated 
and a service will be held at a later date. Memorials are 
suggested to donor’s choice. Anderson Funeral Home, 
Hoopeston, is handling arrangements. Condolences may 
be left at www.anderson-funeral-home.com. 
 HULS - Gary E. Huls, 68, of Tilton, died at 8:20 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 10, 2021 in Oakwood. Visitation will be 4-7 
p.m. Wednesday at CrossRoads Christian Church, 3613 
N. Vermilion, Danville. Funeral service will be at 10 a.m. 
Thursday at the church. Burial will follow in Greenwood 
Cemetery, Danville. Memorials are suggested to Hanging 
Rock Christian Camp, 6988 S. State Rd. 263, P.O. Box 
218, West Lebanon IN 47991. Anderson Funeral Home, 

Hoopeston, is handling arrangements. Condolences may 
be left at www.anderson-funeral-home.com. 
 SNYDER - Mary Ellen 
Snyder, 78, of Englewood, Fla., 
formerly of Hoopeston, passed 
away August 1, 2021, in Eng-
lewood. 
 Mary Ellen was born October 
4, 1942, in Joliet, Ill., the daugh-
ter of Walter & Marian Weber. 
 She married John Snyder on 
June 28, 1975. He sur-
vives.  Mary is also survived by a 
daughter, Raynae (Bill) Blair of 
Lafayette, Ind., three grandsons, 
RJ Blair and Hunter Blair, of 
Lafayette, and Brody Harper, of 
Bowling Green, Ken. She is also 
survived by two sisters, one brother and a favorite cousin, 
Vicky St. Myers. 
 She was preceded in death by a son, Rodney Theim. 
 Mary Ellen served in the United States Air Force.  She 
enjoyed dancing with the love of her life, golfing, paint-
ing, & playing games with friends. 
 Memorial graveside service will be held at 1 p.m. Sat-
urday, Sept. 18, 2021 at Floral Hill Cemetery, in 
Hoopeston, with military honors by Hoopeston American 
Legion Post 384. Memorials are suggested to donor’s 
choice. The family has entrusted the Blurton Funeral 

Let’s get ready to 

RUMMAGE SALE! 

Email publish@justthefacts.net  

or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

Classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

United Prairie-Hoopeston has opening this Fall for the 
following:  CDL Drivers and Non-CDL. Pick up 
applications at 18978 E 3850 North Rd Hoopeston. For 
more information call 217/888-0164.  

Silgan Containers is hiring for full time Press Operators. Starting 
pay $18.15/hour. For more information or to apply: 
silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/
view/12000  

City of Hoopeston is accepting applications for a seasonal 
employee for the Parks Department. Applications are available at 
Hoopeston City Hall, 301 W. Main St., or online at 
www.cityofhoopeston.com. 

Silgan Containers is hiring for Press Line Mech-anics. 
**Increased Starting Pay**  We offer great benefits and 11 paid 
holidays! For more information and to apply, please follow this 
link: https://silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/
Posting/view/11980 

East Lynn Fertilizer is seeking a full time applicator. Call 217-
375-4225 or stop by 41284 S Main St., East Lynn, IL for more 
details.  

Silver Brothers is looking for part-time mixer drivers. Hours will 
vary. Must have Class B CDL, pass a drug test, be able to climb 
a ladder, and lift 75 lbs. Pay will be $20/hour to an experienced 
driver. Perfect opportunity for a retired person wanting some 
extra money. Stop by 105 E. Washington, Hoopeston for 
application.  

Dogtown Heating, Air, & Plumbing is in search of an 
experienced HVAC technician to help serve our customers in the 
area. Pay based on experience. Health insurance, Life insurance, 
and 2 weeks paid vacation. We have a family atmosphere that 
serves our customers with honesty and integrity. Email 
brad.dogtown@gmail.com  

Aquality Solutions is looking for full-time delivery drivers 
skilled in efficiency, organization, and flexibility. Delivery 
Drivers will deliver bottled water and bagged salt to commercial 
and residential customers and must have knowledge or be 
willing to learn maintenance operations when not driving. Apply 
in person at 102 N 1st St. in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-
7824.  

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Nice one bedroom home Hoopeston, large yard, carport, washer 
dryer hookup, central air conditioning etc. $600/mo. Call 217-
304-1103 

 

MARY ELLEN 
SNYDER 

Home of Hoopeston.  Condolences may be shared with 
the family on her everlasting memorial page at 
www.BlurtonFuner alHomes.com. 
 Family and friends are invited to attend a light lunch-
eon at the Rankin Lions Club in Rankin after the service. 

Bloomington Central Catholic 
wins 2021 Cornjerker Classic 
 Bloomington Central Catholic defeated Grant Park, 
3-1, to take the top spot at Saturday’s Cornjerker 
Classic soccer series. 
 BCC started its run for the title with a 2-1 win over 
Salt Fork in 9:45 a.m. action Saturday, with two goals 
by Jacob Jongky, assisted by Jaylen Bischoff. 
 In  their second match, at 1:45 p.m., BCC smoked 
Clifton Central, 8-0, with four of the goals by Joseph 
Carter, assisted by Jongky. 
 Meanwhile, Grant Park defeated Iroquois West, 3-1, 
in their 8 a.m. meet. Grant Park moved on to defeat 
Monticello, 1-0. The game was tied at 0 after 60 
minutes, with Grant Park winning on penalty kicks 
and setting up the championship card. 
 In the consolation game, Monticello defeated Salt 
Fork, 4-0, with two goals by Cohen Neighbors, assist-
ed first by Levi Stephens and they by Rylan Good. 
Drew Schlabach got a score, assisted by Neighbors, 
followed by the final tally by Dylan Ginalick, assisted 
by Good. 
 Monticello started its march with a 1-0 win over St. 
Joe-Ogden at 9:45. Malachi Manuel scored the goal 
with an assist from Stephens. 
 Monticello was then defeated by Grant Park. 
 The Cornjerkers started their day with an 8 a.m. 
contest against Clifton Central, defeating the Comets 
handily, 3-1 on a Talen Gredy goal, assisted by Isaias 
Diaz in the first half. In the second half, Ben Brown 
added to the score on a penalty kick and Diaz had a 
rebound for the final hash mark. 
 In a noon showdown, the Cornjerkers lost a 4-2 
match to Oakwood Salt Fork. 
 OSF had three unassisted goals in the first half, with 
Reef Pacot leading the way, followed by Grant Pow-
ell and Macen Phillips. 
 Hoopeston Area had its own unassisted score com-
pliments of Kayden Wallace. 
 In the second half, Gredy scored on assist from Di-
az, and OSF’s Powell contributed another unassisted 
goal and the win. 
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