
www.justthefacts.net 

Email: 

Thursday, September 9, 2021 

the  

Phone/Fax: (217) 283-9348 
Lourdine Florek, Owner 

Hoopeston’s only locally-owned daily news publication! 
P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942 

publish@justthefacts.net 

 Hoopeston officials accepted bids for street and water 
improvements at Tuesday’s Hoopeston City Council 
meeting. 
 The council unanimously approved a $34,608.18 bid 
from Ribbe Trucking, of Tilton for annual street repair 
work. The bid was 29.41 percent over the estimate, said 
Terry Fountain, project engineer for Springfield-based 
Cummins Engineering Corporation, which oversees the 
city’s street and alley projects. 
 Fountain said the bid was somewhat of a surprise but 
acceptable. 

Council approves bids for street, sanitary sewer improvements 

Hot corn! 
The corn crew pours a container of sweetcorn into the serving area during last weekend’s National Sweetcorn Festival 
in Hoopeston. Pictured are, from left, Eugene Cross, Don Kaeb and Kevin Polson. 

 The overage will be offset by the concrete work bid, 
which was more than 52 percent less than expected. 
 Silver Brothers’ bid of $106,788.57 was the lowest bid 
and was approved. 7-0, with Ald. Joe Garrett abstaining 
due to his relationship with owner Brian Silver, a fellow 
fireman and friend. 
 Concrete work will include curb and gutter removal 
and installation and pavement removal and patching. 
 The city received a second bid, from SNS Construction 
of Paxton, for 205,288.30. 

See IMPROVEMENTS  on other side 
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Weather 
 Sunny today. High 76. Tonight, mostly clear. Low 63. 
Tomorrow, sunny. High 79, low 68. 
 For real time Hoopeston weather, visit justthefacts.net/
weather/. 

Obituaries 

EMPLOYMENT WANTED 

Class A CDL holder seeking part of full time harvest  work for 
local farmer in Hoopeston or within 25 miles. I have hopper, end 
dump and tanker experience and can also operate most any 
equipment, including, but not limited to, auger carts and any 
ground working implements, chisel, cultivator, turbo till, etc. 
Please call (217) 597-4554 if you’re interested in offering me a 
position (over 20 years verifiable experience). 

HELP WANTED 

United Prairie-Hoopeston has opening this Fall for the 
following:  CDL Drivers and Non-CDL. Pick up 
applications at 18978 E 3850 North Rd Hoopeston. For 
more information call 217/888-0164.   

Silgan Containers is hiring for full time Press 
Operators.   Starting pay $18.15/hour. For more information or to 
apply: silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/
view/12000  

City of Hoopeston is accepting applications for a seasonal 
employee for the Parks Department. Applications are available at 
Hoopeston City Hall, 301 W. Main St., or online at 
www.cityofhoopeston.com. 

Silgan Containers is hiring for Press Line Mech-
anics.   **Increased Starting Pay**  We offer great benefits and 
11 paid holidays! For more information and to apply, please 
follow this link: https://silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/
hr/ats/Posting/view/11980 

Local company looking for office personnel to help with payroll-
billing-data entry 30-40 hours per week. Please send resume to 
publish@justthefacts.net with Resume in the subject line. 

NAPA Hoopeston is looking for a full time Counter/Delivery 
person. Successful candidate will be very knowledgeable about 
automotive/truck parts and computers, able to answer phones and 
wait on customers. Must do daily and monthly paperwork and be 
capable of doing all activities the store manager does in case of 
his absence. ASE certified counter person preferred but not 
required. If interested, pick up a application at NAPA 226 E 
Main St. Hoopeston. 

Floral Hill Cemetery is seeking applications for a full time 
cemetery employee. Must be willing to work in the elements, 
have basic computer skills, and work well with the public. 
Questions, please call City Hall at 217-283-5833 or Floral Hill 

Cemetery at 217-283-6311. Applications may be picked up at 
City Hall, 301 W Main St. at the Administration Office Monday-
Thursday, 8 am-3 pm and Friday, 8 am-1 pm and must be turned 
in to the Administration Office at City Hall. Applications 
available to fill out online at www.cityofhoopeston.com. 

East Lynn Fertilizer is seeking a full time applicator. Call 217-
375-4225 or stop by 41284 S Main St., East Lynn, IL for more 
details.  

Silver Brothers is looking for part-time mixer drivers. Hours will 
vary. Must have Class B CDL, pass a drug test, be able to climb a 
ladder, and lift 75 lbs. Pay will be $20/hour to an experienced 
driver. Perfect opportunity for a retired person wanting some 
extra money. Stop by 105 E. Washington, Hoopeston for 
application.  

Full-Fill Industries Henning, is offering many job opportunities 
for full-time applicants, with a full benefit package, or part-time 
positions. 1st and 2nd shifts available. We offer a part-time flexible 
work schedule from 8 am-4 30 pm M-F for Moms & Dads.  

Graduating seniors that are 18 looking for a summer job or not 
pursuing a college career, we offer career opportunities. 
Apply on-line at www.full-fill.com go to employment or  
Employment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE 

Dogtown Heating, Air, & Plumbing is in search of an 
experienced HVAC technician to help serve our customers in the 
area. Pay based on experience. Health insurance, Life insurance, 
and 2 weeks paid vacation. We have a family atmosphere that 
serves our customers with honesty and integrity. Email 
brad.dogtown@gmail.com  

Aquality Solutions is looking for full-time delivery drivers skilled 
in efficiency, organization, and flexibility. Delivery Drivers will 
deliver bottled water and bagged salt to commercial and 
residential customers and must have knowledge or be willing to 
learn maintenance operations when not driving. Apply in person 
at 102 N 1st St. in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.  

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Nice one bedroom home Hoopeston, large yard, carport, washer 
dryer hookup, central air conditioning etc. $600/mo. Call 217-
304-1103 

RUMMAGE SALES 

HOOPESTON: Corner of Rt. 1 & West Honeywell. Fri. & Sat., 
8-? SPECIAL PRICES! 

Classifieds 

 The family has entrusted the Blurton Funeral Home to 
assist them in honoring Christine’s life. Condolences may 
be shared with the family on her everlasting memorial 
page at  www.BlurtonFuneralHomes.com. 
 SMITH - Fred Allen Smith, 85, of Hoopeston, died at 
8:10 a.m. Monday, Sept. 6, 2021, at Heritage Health, 

Hoopeston. Visitation will be 10 a.m. until the noon fu-
neral Friday at Anderson Funeral Home, Hoopeston. Me-
morials are suggested to the ARC of Iroquois County, 700 
E. Elm St., Watseka IL 60970, for his daughter, Kimberly 
Smith. Condolences may be left at www.anderson-funeral
-home.com. 

 ALLEN - Barbara L. Allen, 68, of East Lynn, died at 
9:56 a.m. Monday September 6, 2021, at Carle Founda-
tion Hospital in Urbana. Arrangements are pending at 
Anderson Funeral Home in Hoopeston.  
 BURKE - Christine Lee Burke, 
64, of Rossville, passed away at 
5:14 p.m. Monday, September 6, 
2021, at Carle Hoopeston Regional 
Health Center. 
 Chris was born on June 3, 1957, 
in Danville, the daughter of Her-
bert A. and Iona Ree (Rife) Smith 
Jr.  
 She is survived by one daughter, 
Jessica (Andy) Atchie of Hoope-
ston; one son, Billy (Jess) Burke of 
Hoopeston; eight grandchildren, 
Jaren (Megan) West, Jadyn West, 
Tobi West, Alexa Burke, Noah 
Burke, Michaela Atchie, Macken-
zie Atchie and Jackie Atchie; two brothers, Mark Smith 
and Brian (Jill) Smith both of Rossville; best friend, Mar-
ilyn Williams of Rossville; and several nieces and neph-
ews. 

 She was preceded in death by her parents and brother, 
David Smith. 
 Chris graduated from Rossville Alvin High School, in 
1975. She last worked at Joan of Arc, in Hoopeston, as a 
forklift driver.  She enjoyed listening to music, reading, 
dancing, shopping, and animals, especially her cats she 
called "The Boys," Moe and Ryder. Chris loved spending 
time with her family and going to her grandchildren’s 
sporting and school events.     
 A Celebration of Christine’s Life will be held at 3 p.m. 
Saturday, September 11, 2021, at Blurton Funeral Home, 
in Hoopeston, with Harry Walker officiating.  Visitation 
will be from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday, at the funeral home. 
Cremation rites will be accorded following the services.   
 Memorials may be made to H.A.R.T. 901 W. Main St., 
Hoopeston, IL 60942.   

Improvements continued from other side 

 The bids were accepted subject to no bid protests, said 
Ald. Jeff Wise, street/alley committee chairman. 
 The council also unanimously approved a $306,314.72 
bid from SNC Construction of Gibson City, to replace 
the sanitary sewer line in the alley between Washington 
and Lincoln streets from Sixth St. to Euclid. 
 Five bids were received for the project, estimated to 
cost $318,000. 
 Ald. Lourdine Florek, water/sewer chair, said the pro-
ject is at the top of Water Supt. Steve Baker’s list of im-
provements. 
 The council also heard from April Jones, who is spear-
heading a drive to create a skate park in Hoopeston. Jones 
said skate park donations from years ago total $4,444.51. 
Volunteers working gates at the festival earned about 
$750 that will go to the cause. Another $720.87 was 
raised soliciting donations while working the gates, she 
said. 
 112 Wine and Coffee Shoppe will have a block party 
on September 26 with the $5 cover charge being donated 
to the skate park fund, Jones told the council. 112 will 
match donations to the project, she added. 

Fire Calls 
 Hoopeston Fire Department was called at 6:41 
p.m. Monday for a suspicious fire in the 100 block of 
West Thompson. No injuries were reported. 
 Firefighters were called at 5:32 a.m. Tuesday to 
Autumn Fields, 2325 E. Orange, for a report of a fire 
alarm. 

CHRISTINE 
BURKE 

 With questions about things such as a location for the 
skate park, future fundraising and a name for the attrac-
tion, Jones asked what the process should be moving 
forward. 
 Florek, acting as mayor pro tem for the meeting, sug-
gested she continue working with the parks committee, 
chaired by Ald. Kyle Richards, who agreed that the com-
mittee will meet with Jones going forward and make 
recommendations to the full council. 
 In unrelated business, the council approved, 8-0, pur-
chasing 105 E. Main St. from the county tax trustees for 
$800. The action keeps the property from being available 
at an upcoming tax sale.  
 The lot was last sold at a tax sale in 2017. That same 
year, the roof on the building collapsed and the city paid 
$12,450 to demolish it.  
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