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 Parents’ hopes that their children would be able attend 
school sans masks this year were dashed last week when 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker issued his 18th Covid-related executive 
order.  
 Pritzker’s order, issued Wednesday, states all public 
and private school students in grades preK-12 must wear 
a mask for all indoor school activities, including instruc-
tion. 
 Many parents of children ages 12 and older had the 
children vaccinated so they would not have to wear 
masks.  Other parents say wearing masks causes poten-
tially worse things than Covid-19. 
 In the middle between parents who would like to make 

the mask call and Illinois’ governor are school districts, 
like Hoopeston Area. 
 After Wednesday’s special Hoopeston Area School 
Board meeting, Supt. Robert Richardson said on Thurs-
day that he was probably “the most hated man in 
Hoopeston” because the district’s plan to return to in-
person learning - which left the mask decision to parents - 
now will follow Pritzker’s order. 
 Indeed, some parents took to social media to excoriate 
the district for giving in to Pritzker. However, districts are 
between a rock and a hard place, Richardson said, also 
taking to social media to make the district’s case. 
 In a post to district families, Richardson said the district 
- along with many others - fought for local control re-
garding facemasks and was pleased when it was granted. 
Then that changed. 
 Districts could be punished for disobeying the order. 
Earlier this summer, Richardson wrote, the Illinois State 
Board of Education said they would remove school 
recognition status of districts not following mask guide-
lines. Losing that status would mean students would not 
be able to earn high school diplomas, and schools would 
lose funding and other supports for students, he said. 
 “These times have been challenging,” Richardson 
wrote, saying the district’s top priority is to keep kids in 
school, learning, and healthy. He encouraged parents 

who are dissatisfied with Pritzker’s decision to contact 
state Sen. Jason Barickman and Rep. Tom Bennett.  
 Bennett addressed the mask matter in an email to con-
stituents Friday, writing, “COVID is real, and we need to 
be concerned about it. However, once again, Governor 
Pritzker is imposing one-size-fits-all mandates on our 
very diverse state. Last year's statewide lockdowns and 
other mandates made it very clear that what works in 
some Illinois communities is actually counter-productive 
in others. The Governor is dictating orders without input 
from legislators, local elected officials, or the families 
themselves whose lives he’s impacting. What’s worse, he 

 See MASK on other side 

643 East Wyman, Hoopeston:  

Large 4 bed, two full bath home with 2,000 sq. 
ft. of living space. All appliances stay, including 
washer & dryer. Home sits across from a park, 

on two large lots with a fenced in backyard, 
large deck, and 2-car garage. Asking $65,000 - 

home is in need of some repairs.  

Please leave message at 217-772-1164. 

For Sale by Owner:  
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From the Blotter 
 Lindsey M. Warner, 33, of Hoopeston, was arrested at 
6:39 a.m. Friday at 112 Wine and Coffee Shoppe, 112 E. 
Main. A representative of the shop alleged Warner was 
causing a scene in the business, then went outside and 
blocked the entry door. 
 She was charged with trespassing and disorderly con-
duct and was released on bond with notices to appear in 
Vermilion County Court. 

 Items may be dropped off Mondays and Thursdays, 
12:30-2 p.m. at 525 S. Market. 

At the library  
 Stitchin’ Time, 10 a.m.-noon Wednesdays. Crochet, 
knit, sew or other needlecraft, bring your project and 

coffee and enjoy a morning of fun and conversation!  

Storm preparedness  
 With rain forecast through Wednesday, residents are 
asked to please remove debris from storm drains to help 
reduce the risk of flooding. 

Obituaries 
 SANDERS - Bill E. Sanders, 82, of rural Rossville, 
died at 1:25 a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 4, 2021, at Carle 
Foundation Hospital, Urbana. Graveside service will 
be at 11 a.m. Tuesday at Mann’s Chapel Cemetery, 
rural Rossville. Memorials are suggested to donor’s 
choice. Anderson Funeral Home, Hoopeston, is han-
dling arrangements. Condolences may be left at 
www.anderson-funeral-home.com. 
 SHEPHERD - Zona M. (McAdams) Shepherd, 
102, of Penfield, formerly of Arizona, died at 1:30 
a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 4, 2021, at Carle Foundation 
Hospital, Urbana. She will be cremated and no service 
held. Anderson Funeral Home, Hoopeston, is han-
dling arrangements. Condolences may be left at 
www.anderson-funeral-home.com. 

HELP WANTED 

HIRING Immediately! Local Class A CDL Driver. SIGN ON 
BONUS. HOME DAILY. Email your contact information to 
cremeenstrucking@gmail.com. Call Jennifer at 217-799-5762. 

KSi is looking for qualified candidates for the following full-time 
positions in our Cissna Park, IL facility:  
*Controls Technician *Production Associate  
*Work Study – This position is specifically for an incoming 
high school senior looking for work study credit for the 
upcoming school year. The student will work in the production 
and/or shipping departments. 
For job descriptions and benefit information, visit our website, 
www.ksiedge.com and click on the “Join Our Team” tab. Fill out 
an application from our website, send inquiries to 
hr@ksiedge.com, or call 785-284-0600 ext. 1422. Applications 
may also be picked up at our location: 454 N State Route 49, 
Cissna Park, IL 60924. 

Silgan Containers is hiring Press Line Mechanics. Please apply 
online at silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/
view/11620  

Silver Brothers is looking for part-time mixer drivers. Hours will 
vary. Must have Class B CDL, pass a drug test, be able to climb a 
ladder, and lift 75 lbs. Pay will be $20/hour to an experienced 
driver. Perfect opportunity for a retired person wanting some 
extra money. Stop by 105 E. Washington, Hoopeston for 
application.  

Full-Fill Industries Henning, is offering many job opportunities 
for full-time applicants, with a full benefit package, or part-time 
positions. 1st and 2nd shifts available. We offer a part-time flexible 
work schedule from 8 am-4 30 pm M-F for Moms & Dads.  

Graduating seniors that are 18 looking for a summer job or not 
pursuing a college career, we offer career opportunities. 
Apply on-line at www.full-fill.com go to employment or  
Employment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE 

Mustard Seed Christian Daycare is looking to hire 2-3 part time 
assistant teachers. Requirements include  18 or older, high school 
diploma or GED, college credits are preferred but not mandatory 
for the right candidate, willing to undergo a background check 
and fingerprinting, flexible and able to work as early as 6 30 a.m. 
and as late as 5 30 p.m., and have reliable transportation. Please 
email mustardseed.christiandaycare @gmail.com for application 
information. 

Driver w/CDL needed. Home every night. Trips within 100 
miles of Hoopeston. (217) 304-1943. 

Dogtown Heating, Air, & Plumbing is in search of an 
experienced HVAC technician to help serve our customers in the 
area. Pay based on experience. Health insurance, Life insurance, 
and 2 weeks paid vacation. We have a family atmosphere that 
serves our customers with honesty and integrity. Email 
brad.dogtown@gmail.com  

East Lynn Fertilizer is seeking full time and seasonal help. 
Requirements include at least a Class B CDL and ability to pass a 
drug test. Call 217-375-4225 or stop by 41284 S Main St., East 
Lynn, IL for more details.  

Aquality Solutions is looking for full-time delivery drivers skilled 
in efficiency, organization, and flexibility. Delivery Drivers will 
deliver bottled water and bagged salt to commercial and 
residential customers and must have knowledge or be willing to 
learn maintenance operations when not driving. Apply in person 
at 102 N 1st St. in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.  

Looking for a fulfilling job in the natural health care field? 
Robinson Chiropractic is looking for strong individuals who are 
enthusiastic, outgoing, positive people who have an interest in 
natural healthcare and wellness. Candidates need to be team 
oriented, multi-tasking, detail-oriented individuals. Candidates 
will be trained to assist with patient care. Send resumes to 
trina.keller@robchiro.com. 

DRIVERS You deserve the Hoekstra Experience! Hoekstra 
Transportation, LLC hiring Dedicated, Regional, and Local 
Drivers. Call Jan (815) 2Be-Home 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

2 bedroom home 1 level, washer & dryer hook up, all electric, 
large yard. $600 month 217-304-1103 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

Beautiful 82”  soft beige sofa. 6 yrs. old - like new! Reclines at 
both ends. $360. Call (217) 487-5667. 

Classifieds 

Let’s get ready to 

RUMMAGE SALE! 

Email publish@justthefacts.net  

or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

   Briefly 
Meetings 

 Hoopeston Emergency Management meeting, 7 p.m. 
Monday, Hoopeston City Hall, to discuss ARPA funds. 

Men’s addiction recovery group 
 Addiction recovery group for men. 6 p.m. Sundays in 
Rossville. Call or text 217-304-4211 or 217-260-1361 for 
details. 

Bowling meetings 
 Organizational meetings for bowling leagues at Fast 
Lanes are scheduled and include: 

● Men’s Thursday Night League, 7 p.m. August 12 
● Sunday Mixed League, 5 p.m. August 15 
● Monday Night Ladies League, 6:30 p.m. August 16. 
 Youth League signups are underway, as well. 
 For more information, call Doug at Fast Lanes, (217) 
283-6505. 

Birthday celebration 
 A 90th birthday celebration for Edith Baldwin, of 
Hoopeston, will be held from 2-5 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 14, 
at Fast Lanes, 719 W. Elm. No gifts, please. Cards are  
appreciated. 

Food Cupboard needs  
 Grant Township Food Cupboard is in need of items to 
help local residents. Items include Jiffy cornbread mix, 
smooth peanut butter, mac & cheese mix, pasta, pasta 
sauce, canned peas, bath soap, toilet tissue, hygiene items 
(toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant). 

Masks continued from other side 

is taking away parents’ right to make healthcare decisions 
for their children as young as pre-school age.  
 After living through a global pandemic for the last 18 
months, we are still very much all in this together. Our 
goal remains the same: stop the spread of COVID-19. In 
order to do that efficiently and effectively, all parties 
should be at the drawing table, not stuck under unilateral 
authority. Please sign this petition here to share your 
views and let Governor Pritzker know that you want your 
voice heard. You can also reach out to the Governor di-
rectly by visiting this link or calling 217-782-0244. : 
 Richardson advised families not to believe those on 
social media claiming to have legal knowledge on the 
issue. “School districts do not have an option in this mat-
ter without taking on repercussions that will directly im-
pact our students. 
 “As long as the state of Illinois mandate face masks in 
school, Hoopeston Area CUSD #11 will comply,” he 
added. “Our faculty will do our best to be understanding, 

provide breaks to students, and assist them in having a 
comfortable and enjoyable educational experience. While 
we are disappointed with the decision of the Governor to 
not provide local control, we also are eager to get our 
students back in school and learning “ 
 Meanwhile, parents from several Vermilion County 
schools are uniting for an Unmask Our Children cam-
paign. An informational meeting was held at 4 p.m. Sun-
day at the Bismarck Men’s Club and yard signs pro-
claiming, “Unmask Our Children / #Parents Choice are 
available for purchase to call attention to the issue. 

Weather 
 Thunderstorms likely today. High 86. Tonight, chance 
of storms. Low 72. Tomorrow, mostly sunny, thunder-
storms likely late. High 90, low 73. 
 For real time Hoopeston weather, visit justthefacts.net/
weather/. 
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