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Alderman takes on emergency action, health department 
 The emergency resolution approved by Hoopeston City 
Council at an emergency meeting in March, will be 
looked at anew. 
 On March 27, the council voted 6-1 in favor of the 
emergency resolution, which 
allowed Hoopeston EMA di-
rector Brad Hardcastle to work 
with the county EMA to get 
needed supplies and to receive 
reimbursement from the Feder-
al Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). 
 Since then, an emergency 
managers committee has made 
decisions about purchases and 
procedures related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 Members of the committee 
are Mayor Bill Crusinberry, 
EMA Director Brad Hardcas-
tle, Fire Chief Joel Bird and 
Police Chief Jim DeWitt. 
 Ald. Chad Yaden, who 
strongly disagreed with the 
resolution and was the only 
“no” vote at the emergency 
meeting, brought the issue up 
at Tuesday’s council meeting. 
Reading a prepared statement, 
“After months of planning and 
discussion, it has become evi-
dent Covid-19 does not require 
snap judgments to be made in hours, let alone minutes,” 
he said. “This was the fear when the city entered into the 
state of emergency resolution to expedite the ability for 
faster decisions. City structures and ordinances are set up 
as a series of checks and balances. I believe it is time to 
get back to the daily business and order of the city.” 
 He then made a motion to restore all powers back to the 

departments, committees and employees set forth in city 
ordinances, keeping the emergency managers group as an 
advisory committee and keeping the emergency declara-
tion for financial reimbursements. 

 The motion was seconded by 
Ald. Alex Houmes, then 
opened for discussion, where 
Yaden’s proposal met re-
sistance from Ald. Bill Good-
wine, who attends group meet-
ings when Crusinberry is una-
vailable.  
 “The council has all the au-
thority it has ever had,” Good-
wine said. “The council 
formed the committee. The 
council can disband the com-
mittee. The council can veto 
any decision the committee 
makes.” 
 Goodwine had previously 
stated - and reiterated again 
Tuesday - that the group’s 
strength is in the knowledge of 
its members. “The committee 
knows more about the pan-
demic than, I suspect, any indi-
vidual on the council”. Also, 
the mayor put the emergency 
committee under himself, 
“which is no different than 
everybody else.” 

 Probably the most contentious decision the emergency 
body made concerns city parks. 
 In April, Houmes, parks committee chairman, wanted 
to close parks completely, rather than rope off individual 
areas, such as the playground area. 
 The emergency group discussed Houmes’ wishes, but 

See ALDERMAN on other side 

Residents question council  
on business closing last week 
 Hoopeston residents participated in Tuesday’s 
Hoopeston City Council meeting, asking questions 
during the group’s remote session. 
 Questions ranged from why flowers were cut at 
Floral Hill to whether citations are being issued for 
tall grass and mowing grass into the streets. 
 The topic of the most-asked question had to do with 
the temporary closing last week of Monical’s Pizza. 
 Brad Hardcastle, Hoopeston Emergency Manage-
ment Agency director, said Monical’s representatives 
have stated that the closing was due to an undisclosed 
illness and that questions should be addressed to the 
Vermilion County Health Department. 
 A cleaning crew was at the restaurant Sunday and 
the health department provided a list of steps to be 
taken, he said, adding Hoopeston EMA was not giv-
en additional information. We have no name, no ad-
dress where they live, nothing,” he said. 
 On Monical’s Pizza of Hoopeston’s Facebook 
page, the most recent post, from May 16, states, “We 
apologize for the inconvenience, but we are tempo-
rarily closed to accommodate staffing needs. We will 
reopen soon and look forward to serving you!” 
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Weather 
 Mostly cloudy today. High 72, low 59. Saturday 
through Monday, chance of thunderstorms. High Satur-
day 81, low 65; Sunday 86/68; and Monday 84/67. 
 For real time Hoopeston weather, visit justthefacts.net/
weather/. 

lack of action by the health department after a health 
concern at a local business last week, where five high 
school graduates work. Those graduates then took part in 
Saturday activities for seniors, including being in close 
proximity to each other in the McFerren Park annex. 
 Yaden said he notified the school about the incident 
and was told they would contact the health department.  
 Hardcastle said that situation is a good example of why 
the emergency committee is necessary: the possibility of 
COVID cases in a congregate living area like Honeywell 
Apartments, Centennial Manor, Parkview Court, or even 
the nursing home. Such a situation would overwhelm the 
county health department and the local group would have 
to help manage the situation. 
 A straw poll showed five of the seven members present 

were willing to vote on a new resolution. Ankenbrand 
and Goodwine voted against the action. 
 Yaden is to submit a proposed resolution to city attor-
ney Dave Wesner to be acted upon at the June 2 meeting. 
 In other business, the council: 
● Unanimously approved the Motor Fuel Tax resolution 
suggested by engineers Donahue & Associates. It in-
cludes sealcoating on approximately 71 blocks of 
Hoopeston streets and hot mix asphalt in a couple inter-
sections, said Ald. Jeff Wise, street/alley committee 
chairman. 
● Unanimously approved an intergovernmental agree-
ment with the City of Danville to purchase asphalt emul-
sion for $2.75 per gallon. It will be used for the MFT 
work. 

Obituaries 
 SUTTON - JoLynn (Thornsbrough) Sutton, 80, of 
Alvin, died May 19. 2020, at home. Graveside rites will 
be held at 1:30 p.m. Friday at Gundy Cemetery, Bis-
marck. Memorials are suggested to Alvin Christian 
Church. Rortvedt Funeral Services, Tilton, is handling 
arrangements. Condolences may be left at 
www.rortvedtfuneralservices.com/. 

 VANDERVORT - Donald Eugene “Gene” 
Vandervort, 90, of Rossville, died Saturday, May 16, 
2020, at Heritage Health, Hoopeston. Private burial will 
be held in Rossville Cemetery. A service will be held at a 
later date, with military rites by Hoopeston American 
Legion Post #384. Anderson Funeral Home is handling 
arrangements. Condolences may be left at www.anderson
-funeral-home.com/ 

HELP WANTED 

Teasdale Latin Foods has immediate openings on 1st and 2nd 
shift in both Distribution and Manufacturing.  Pay to be 
determined based on experience level.  Stop by the Human 
Resources office at 215 W. Washington St., Hoopeston, for 
more detail.  Please no phone calls.  

Hoopeston Area CUSD #11 is looking for bus drivers for the 
2020-21 school year. If interested, please apply online or in per-
son at the District Office. Online applications can be found on 
the school website, www.hoopeston.k12.il.us. Please call the 
district office at 217-283-6668 if you have any questions. 

Full-Fill Industries Henning, IL are offering many job opportuni-
ties for full time and part-time positions.  We offer full-time 
positions with a full benefit package. 1st and 2nd shifts are availa-
ble. 
Chemical Lab Supervisor-prior experience working in a chem-
ical laboratory.  
IT Assistant- Troubleshooting and maintaining computers and 
programs in the facility.  Both positions are Full-time  Day shift 
M-F with a full benefit package.  
If you are interested in applying for a growing company, please 
apply on-line at www.full-fill.com go to employment or employ-
ment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE 

Silgan Containers is hiring a Production Manager/Supervisor 
Trainee. Please apply online at: silgancontain-
ers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/view/10730 

The Pit Stop at Fast Lanes is looking for dayshift kitchen help, 8-
2. Food handlers license or Food Sanitation license. required 

Silgan Containers is hiring Press Line Mechanics. To apply, 
please visit silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/
Posting/view/10688 

We are currently hiring for our Verizon location next to McDon-

ald's in Hoopeston! Are you interested in pursuing a career in 
sales where you can earn a base plus commission? Then this 
position might just be for you! If you like sales, love technology 
and have a competitive spirit you may have what it takes to join 
our amazing team! You'll use your knowledge and passion for 
technology to deliver an effortless customer experience while 
pursuing challenging and rewarding goals! This role comes with 
an hourly base and commission package as well as awesome 
benefits. Please email your resume to seth.wilson@alstire 
mart.com or stop by our store for more details. 

Aquality Solutions is looking for full-time delivery drivers 
skilled in efficiency, organization, and flexibility. Delivery Driv-
ers will deliver bottled water and bagged salt to commercial and 
residential customers and must have knowledge or be willing to 
learn maintenance operations when not driving. Apply in person 
at 102 N 1st Street in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.  

Full-Fill Industries Henning, IL, is offering many job opportuni-
ties for full-time and part-time positions. We offer full-time posi-
tions with a full benefit package. 1st and 2nd shifts are available. 
Full-Fill Industries also offers a unique opportunity to choose the 
schedule that fits your lifestyle. You may choose to work 1, 2, or 
3 days a week. Candidates must be 18 years old, and you can 
pick your shift. Machine Operators are needed for 1st & 2nd shift.  
We are now offering a part-time flexible work schedule for 
Moms & Dads who want to earn some extra cash during school 
hours. We are now offering an 8:00 am - 4:30 pm schedule to fit 
the needs of your family while your children are in school. 
If you are interested in applying for a growing company, please 
apply on-line at www.full-fill.com go to employment or employ-
ment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE 
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Alderman continued from other side 

Crusinberry advocated for keeping the park open for 
walkers, which was enacted. 
 Yaden then questioned two pandemic-related expenses: 
a $1,400 intercom system, which he called a “doorbell,” 
and a 65” television for the administration office. 
 He asked police committee chairman, Ald. Carl 
Ankenbrand, “Did you think it was ok to buy a $1,400 
intercom rather than one for $99? I question if we’re 
spending the city’s money wisely.” 
 Ankenbrand responded that if the purchase came 
through the requisition system, “then I had to sign off on 
it.” 
 Hardcastle explained that the $99 intercom was not an 
all-weather model and did not include video, which the 
one purchased has. “It’s been working beautifully,” he 
said. 
 As for the television, it is being used as part of a video 
conferencing system at a cost of approximately $1,600, 
Hardcastle said, adding it will also be used by Adminis-
trative Coordinator Dawn Layden for training purposes. 
 Yaden then took aim at the Vermilion County Health 
Department, saying anyone who thinks the department 
will protect their health is “sadly mistaken.” 
 The comments concerned what Yaden considered a 

http://justthefacts.net/weather/
http://justthefacts.net/weather/
https://www.adeccousa.com/
https://www.rortvedtfuneralservices.com/
http://www.anderson-funeral-home.com
http://www.anderson-funeral-home.com
http://www.hoopeston.k12.il.us
http://www.full-fill.com
https://silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/view/10730
https://silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/view/10730
https://silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/view/10688
https://silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/view/10688
mailto:seth.wilson@alstiremart.com
mailto:seth.wilson@alstiremart.com
http://www.full-fill.com
mailto:publish@justthefacts.net

