
Three new COVID cases; Iroquois County has first death 
 Vermilion County now has a total of 25 coronavirus 
cases after three new patients were confirmed Tues-
day. 
 The new patients are in their 30s, 40s and 60s, said 
Doug Toole, Public Health Administrator. 
 This was the second day in a row that Toole an-
nounced three new cases.  
 The uptick in numbers is not a cause for alarm, as it 
does not necessarily mean the virus has become more 
widespread. 
 Instead, Toole believes the numbers are due to more  
accessible testing. “Our initial cases all had their nasal 
specimen collected at hospitals or doctors’ offices,” 
he said.  
 Recently, Vermilion County Health Department has 
received more results from samples collected at drive-
through clinics in Danville and Champaign. “With 
more people getting tested, I believe we are seeing a 
more accurate picture of how widespread COVID-19 
is in our county,” Toole said. As of Tuesday morn-
ing, there had been 807 negative test results and 25 
positive results, he added. 
 The county is holding at just one COVID-related 

death, which was reported last week. 
 Meanwhile, Iroquois County Public Health Depart-
ment reported that county’s first COVID-related 
death, a woman in her 60s. Her death was announced 
Sunday. 
 As of Monday, Iroquois County had 46 people with 
lab-confirmed cases of the Chinese virus. Of those, 19 
recovered and have been released from isolation. 
Twenty-two remain isolated at home. 
 No zip code in Iroquois County has more than five 
confirmed cases, according to the Illinois Department of 
Public Health map, here: www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/
covid19-statistics. 
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From the Blotter 
 A fight call at 12:13 a.m. Monday ended in the ar-
rest of two Hoopeston men 
 Police were called to the 500 block of East Main for 
a report of a fight in progress. After an investigation, 
Michael Mora, 30, and Jose Garcia, 33, were arrested 
on a complaint from a 56-year-old Hoopeston man. 
 Garcia was charged with obstructing/resisting a 
peace officer and was released on a notice to appear 
in Vermilion County Circuit Court. 
 Mora was arrested on preliminary charges of aggra-
vated domestic battery, domestic battery and obstruct-
ing/resisting a peace officer. He was taken to the Pub-
lic Safety Building in Danville to await arraignment.  

https://2020census.gov/en.html
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/covid19-statistics
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/covid19-statistics
https://www.adeccousa.com/
http://www.justthefacts.net
mailto:publish@justthefacts.net


Weather 
 Partly sunny today. High 59. Tonight, mostly clear. Low 
41. Tomorrow, increasing clouds, chance of showers late. 
High 64, low 43. 
 For real time Hoopeston weather, visit justthefacts.net/
weather/. 

Action suggested to help Illinoisans 
These have certainly been difficult times for us all. 

People are hurting and everyone has been impacted 
by the coronavirus outbreak and by the government’s 
actions in response. As your state representative I 
have been working overtime talking with the people 
of our area and finding answers to your questions 
about how we are going to get through this emergen-
cy. 

Moving forward, the legislature is going to have 
serious challenges to address. We will need to be in-
volved in the re-opening process, as government by 
executive order can only accomplish so much for so 
long. 

Our first priority upon returning to session should 
be to pass a balanced budget for the fiscal year begin-
ning July 1, one which funds our important priorities 
and makes sure our health care sector has the support 
it needs from state government to continue meeting 
this challenge. 

But there are other things we need to do to get the 
state’s economy safely moving again. Health and 
safety must be our paramount concern, but we must 
get people back to work as soon as we can.  

I have been working with other legislators from our 
area and around the state to come up with some solu-
tions which we need to act upon. These include enact-
ing a plan to re-open businesses with proper social 
distancing and other safety measures, creating a busi-
ness loan program and temporarily deferring collec-
tion of sales and payroll taxes to give Illinois busi-
nesses access to capital so they can keep their doors 
open. We should protect homeowners who have lost 
their jobs and now face the prospect of losing their 
homes. We can do this through temporarily stopping 
late fees on property tax collections and also stopping 
tax sales during the emergency. This action should be 
a precursor to real, lasting property tax reform which 
is long overdue. 

We can endure this crisis, help those who have been 
harmed by the outbreak and its economic conse-
quences, protect our small businesses, and make our 

state stronger. We can do it if we are willing to work 
together. 

I encourage you to visit my website at repben-
nett.com to sign up to receive e-mail updates with the 
latest news about the outbreak in Illinois. These up-
dates are usually weekly, but in the present emergen-
cy I have been sending them out daily. You will find 
helpful information about staying safe from the virus, 
how to find medical help, and also information about 
assistance for those who have lost their jobs and those 
who are struggling to stay in business. 

If you need assistance from state government, 
please contact my office in Watseka at (815) 432-
0106 or Pontiac at (815) 844-9179. We will continue 
this critical fight for you, our district and the entire 
state. Please be safe and hang in there! 

Tom Bennett 
State Representative 

Letters to the Editor 

HELP WANTED 

Full-Fill Industries Henning, IL are offering many job op-
portunities for full time and part-time positions.  We offer 
full-time positions with a full benefit package. 1st and 2nd 
shifts are available. 
Chemical Lab Supervisor-prior experience working in a 
chemical laboratory.  
IT Assistant- Troubleshooting and maintaining computers 
and programs in the facility.  Both positions are Full-
time  Day shift M-F with a full benefit package.  
If you are interested in applying for a growing company, 
please apply on-line at www.full-fill.com go to employ-
ment or employment opportunities and apply as indicated. 
EOE 

Silgan Containers is hiring a Production Manager/Supervisor 
Trainee. Please apply online at: silgancontain-
ers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/view/10730 

The Pit Stop at Fast Lanes is looking for dayshift kitchen help, 8-
2. Food handlers license or Food Sanitation license. required 

Silgan Containers is hiring Press Line Mechanics. To apply, 
please visit silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/
Posting/view/10688 

City of Hoopeston is accepting applications for seasonal work-
ers. applications can be found on the City Website 
at www.cityofhoopeston.com Click on the City Departments tab, 

then Administration, and scroll to the bottom of the page. 

We are currently hiring for our Verizon location next to McDon-
ald's in Hoopeston! Are you interested in pursuing a career in 

sales where you can earn a base plus commission? Then this 
position might just be for you! If you like sales, love technology 
and have a competitive spirit you may have what it takes to join 
our amazing team! You'll use your knowledge and passion for 
technology to deliver an effortless customer experience while 
pursuing challenging and rewarding goals! This role comes with 
an hourly base and commission package as well as awesome 
benefits. Please email your resume to seth.wilson@alstire 
mart.com or stop by our store for more details. 

Aquality Solutions is looking for full-time delivery drivers 
skilled in efficiency, organization, and flexibility. Delivery Driv-
ers will deliver bottled water and bagged salt to commercial and 
residential customers and must have knowledge or be willing to 
learn maintenance operations when not driving. Apply in person 
at 102 N 1st Street in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.  

Full-Fill Industries Henning, IL, is offering many job opportuni-
ties for full-time and part-time positions. We offer full-time posi-
tions with a full benefit package. 1st and 2nd shifts are available. 
Full-Fill Industries also offers a unique opportunity to choose the 
schedule that fits your lifestyle. You may choose to work 1, 2, or 
3 days a week. Candidates must be 18 years old, and you can 
pick your shift. Machine Operators are needed for 1st & 2nd shift.  
We are now offering a part-time flexible work schedule for 
Moms & Dads who want to earn some extra cash during school 
hours. We are now offering an 8:00 am - 4:30 pm schedule to fit 
the needs of your family while your children are in school. 
If you are interested in applying for a growing company, please 
apply on-line at www.full-fill.com go to employment or employ-
ment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE 

Classifieds 

Obituaries 
 BELL - Martha Marie (Strawser) Bell, 80, of Ros-
sville, died at 7:04 p.m. May 3, 2020 at Country 
Health Nursing Home, Gifford. She has been cremat-
ed. Due to the current health situation, private family 
graveside service will be held. Memorials are sug-
gested to American Cancer Society or Country Health 
Nursing Home, Gifford. Anderson Funeral Home, 
Hoopeston, is in charge of arrangements. Condolenc-
es may be left at www.anderson-funeral-home.com . 
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