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It’s often true that no good deed goes 
unpunished.  

Sometimes both sides of a good deed 
feel they’ve been punished. 

That occurred in Hoopeston last week, 
when two entities, each trying to do good, 
collided. 

On one side, Mike Bane and Jeff Keith 
wanted to help clean up Hoopeston by 
picking up chairs, mattresses and other 
items that were set at curbsides around the 
city. Some had been discarded weeks or 
months ago and had become moldy after 
having been drenched in several rains. 

On the other side, Republic Services 
had, twice monthly, provided a dumpster 
at Hoopeston City Hall. In the wake of 
COVID-19, Republic made temporary 
changes to its policies and discontinued 

See CLEANUP on other side 

Larry Terrell of L.E.T. Tree Service, Hoopeston, operates a piece of equipment he used to pick up couches and other bulky pieces of 
furniture last week during Mike Bane and Jeff Keith’s volunteer effort to clean up Hoopeston. 

Volunteer cleanup effort, free dumpster availability combine for misunderstanding in city 

County teen confirmed 
with coronavirus 
 Vermilion County has its 11th - and 
youngest - person confirmed with COVID
-19. 
 Public Health Administrator Doug Toole 
announced Monday that an unidentified 
teen was tested and confirmed in Chicago. 
The teen was not hospitalized. 
 Toole encouraged residents to continue 
good health practices, including maintain-
ing social distance of 6’, frequent hand-
washing for at least 20 seconds with hot 
water, wearing masks in public and stay-
ing home except for essential trips, such as 
grocery shopping and for medical atten-
tion. 
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them may call to discuss possible solutions with us. We 
are here to help. Call (217) 283-5544 for questions or 
assistance. 
 The May Senior Dance is canceled. 
● Area churches remain closed. Many are holding online 
services. Check with your specific church for more infor-
mation. 

Weather 
 Mostly sunny, chance of showers today, tonight. 
High 67, low 48. Tomorrow, showers likely, then 
mostly cloudy. High 62, low 43. 
 For real time Hoopeston weather, visit 
justthefacts.net/weather/. 

● Hoopeston Historical Society’s annual dinner in May 
has been canceled. The group will not meet in May. 
● Grant Township Food Cupboard continues to be open 
Monday and Thursday 12-2. One person at a time is al-
lowed in to pick up supplies. Others should wait in their 
car or observe the 6’ distancing between others.  
 Immediate needs at the food cupboard are macaroni 
and cheese and peanut butter. Other food items will be 
accepted, as well. Food may be dropped off Mondays 
and Thursdays from noon-2 p.m. 
● Grant Township Supervisor and Grant/Butler Assessor 
offices remain closed. Those with questions may call the 
Supervisor’s office at (217) 283–5221 and the Assessor’s 
office at (217) 283-6868 or email grantbutlertown-
ship@yahoo.com. 
● The Multi Agency thrift store is closed and the Multi 
Agency open by appointment only. The van is still run-
ning but will only transport three people at one time, 
which may cause delays. 
 Seniors who are staying home and have no one to assist 

Obituaries 
 CRABTREE - Leslie Lee Crabtree, 65, of Hoopeston, 
died at 1:13 p.m. Saturday, April 18, 2020, at home. He 
will be cremated and service held at a later date. Memori-
als are suggested to Hoopeston Jaycees or Grant Town-
ship Food Cupboard. Anderson Funeral Home is han-
dling arrangements. Condolences may be left at 
www.anderson-funeral-home.com 
 HARVEY - Benny Harvey, 84, 
of Hoopeston, born in Alvin, 
passed away into God’s arms on 
April 19, 2020 at the VA Medical 
Center Palliative Care Unit in Dan-
ville, IL. 
 A  private, family-only commit-
tal will be held in Sunset Memorial 
Park and a Celebration of Benny’s 
life will be held at a later date. 
Sunset Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Center in Danville, Illinois, 
3940 N Vermilion St. Danville, Illinois 61834 is assisting 
the family with arrangements. 
 In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the 
Hoopeston Animal Shelter. 
 Please join Benny’s family in sharing memories, pho-
tos, and videos on his Tribute Wall at 
www.sunsetfuneralhome.com. 

Corona Changes 

HELP WANTED 

The Pit Stop at Fast Lanes is looking for dayshift kitchen help, 8-
2. Food handlers license or Food Sanitation license. required 

Containers is hiring Press Line Mechanics. To apply, please visit 
https://silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/
view/10688 

The City of Hoopeston is accepting application for an eligibility 
list with the police department. If interested, you will need to 
pick up and turn in an application to the police department locat-
ed at 301 W Main St. Hoopeston, IL by May 4, 2020. Testing 
date will take place on May 30, 2020 at Hoopeston Area High 
School Library.  

City of Hoopeston is accepting applications for seasonal work-
ers. applications can be found on the City Website 
at www.cityofhoopeston.com Click on the City Departments tab, 

then Administration, and scroll to the bottom of the page. 

We are currently hiring for our Verizon location next to McDon-
ald's in Hoopeston! Are you interested in pursuing a career in 
sales where you can earn a base plus commission? Then this 
position might just be for you! If you like sales, love technology 
and have a competitive spirit you may have what it takes to join 
our amazing team! You'll use your knowledge and passion for 
technology to deliver an effortless customer experience while 
pursuing challenging and rewarding goals! This role comes with 
an hourly base and commission package as well as awesome 
benefits. Please email your resume to seth.wilson@alstire 
mart.com or stop by our store for more details. 

Aquality Solutions is looking for full-time delivery drivers 

skilled in efficiency, organization, and flexibility. Delivery Driv-
ers will deliver bottled water and bagged salt to commercial and 
residential customers and must have knowledge or be willing to 
learn maintenance operations when not driving. Apply in person 
at 102 N 1st Street in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.  

Full-Fill Industries Henning, IL, is offering many job opportuni-
ties for full-time and part-time positions. We offer full-time posi-
tions with a full benefit package. 1st and 2nd shifts are available. 
Full-Fill Industries also offers a unique opportunity to choose the 
schedule that fits your lifestyle. You may choose to work 1, 2, or 
3 days a week. Candidates must be 18 years old, and you can 
pick your shift. Machine Operators are needed for 1st & 2nd shift.  
We are now offering a part-time flexible work schedule for 
Moms & Dads who want to earn some extra cash during school 
hours. We are now offering an 8:00 am - 4:30 pm schedule to fit 
the needs of your family while your children are in school. 
If you are interested in applying for a growing company, please 
apply on-line at www.full-fill.com go to employment or employ-
ment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

3 bedroom house large yard, washer/dryer room $650 month 
217-304-1103 

Email 

publish@justthe facts.net 
or call 

(217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

Classifieds 

Cleanup continued from other side 

the bulk collection. To serve customers, Republic put a 
dumpster on Hoopeston Landfill property and allowed 
Hoopeston residents to get rid of unwanted items. 

Republic officials said the free dumpster would be 
available beginning April 10 until the end of the month. 

When Bane and Keith saw that they could clean up 
Hoopeston and not pay dumping fees, their plan sprang 
into action.  

The following Tuesday, the duo, with truck and trailer, 
traversed Hoopeston streets, picking up mattresses, chairs 
and other items to haul to the special dumpster. 

Because Wednesday was forecast to be cold, the men 
took the day off but notified Just the Facts and social 
media that they would be back at it Thursday and could 
use some help. 

Several people met at the high school parking lot to 
help clean up trash. Volunteers were divided by cate-
gory of trash. Susie Drollinger and Kellie Morgeson 
were given the job of picking up chairs. Larry Terrell 
and a machine Bane called a “grabber,” was tasked 
with picking up couches and placing them on a trailer 
and then to the dumpster at the landfill. 

What began as a plan to pick up items laying near 
the street, grew to include people posting on social 
media asking for items to be picked up. 

Ald. Robin Lawson said that dumpster was to be 

used as those at city hall twice a month. Instead, she 
said, a Republic representative told her that 
Hoopeston used more than a 30 yard rolloff a day and 
that a total of seven had been used between Friday 
and Thursday and that unaccepted items were 
dumped. City officials were notified that free dump-
ing would end Friday. 

Bane denied filling seven dumpsters, saying one 
was filled early in the week and a second was filled 

BENNY HARVEY 

Thursday. Besides, he added, Hoopeston was to have 
a dumpster for a bulk collection on March 21, which 
was canceled, along with two in April that didn’t take 
place. Further, he said, due to a broken end loader and 
reduced staff, there was no one to tamp down items in 
the dumpster so it could be filled completely. 

Bane also denied his crew dumped illegal items, 
saying he has often worked with recycling projects. “I 
know what’s not supposed to go in a landfill,” he 
said. 

Although Republic announced it would end the pro-
gram Friday, Bane said he was forbidden from dump-
ing his last load Thursday. 

Bane returned Friday with the last load. He said 
Ald. Bill McElhaney agreed to pay the dump fee from 
the city’s civic improvement committee funds. McEl-
haney is chairman of that committee. 
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