
By ROBERT RICHARDSON 
Hoopeston Area Superintendent 

 On Friday, April 17th, 2020, Governor Pritzker an-
nounced that he was extending the mandatory school clo-
sure through the end of the school year, due to the threat 
of the spread of COVID-19 virus. The closure order ex-
tends to all K-12 schools, both public and private. As of 
Friday the 17th, Illinois had recorded 27,575 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19, including 1,134 deaths. 
 As a result of the governor’s order, Hoopeston Area 
schools will remain closed for the remainder of the 
2019/2020 school year. No doubt it is a distressing idea to 
most, but we will continue to 
engage students with academ-
ic content, provide connec-
tions with teachers and build-
ing leaders, and provide food 
for families. Our academic 
content and food distributions 
will continue on Mondays 
from 11 am - 12 pm at Rankin 
Lions Club, East Lynn Fire Station, Wellington Post Of-
fice and John Greer Bus lane in Hoopeston. As usual aca-
demic content can also be accessed electronically. 
 This is certainly not the way any of us envisioned this 
school year, especially our graduating seniors. Decisions 
about events such as graduation are being discussed and 
evaluated. There is a possibility that a graduation ceremo-
ny would be held at a later date, or if that is unwise due to 
continuing COVID-19 issues, we will devise another 
method of celebrating our graduates. 
 No matter what happens, our hearts are with our fami-
lies, students, and teachers and school family as we work 
toward the best possible conclusion to our school year. Be 
comforted by the words of Chris Dier. Dier teaches world 
history and AP human geography at Chalmette High 
School in St. Bernard Parish. He was in high school when 
Hurricane Katrina hit Louisiana in 2005, and he and his 
family moved to Texas, where he finished high school 

and attended East Texas Baptist University. I echo the 
sentiment in the profound words he wrote in an open letter 
to all of our 2020 graduates: 
 “There’s nothing I, or anyone, can say to make up for 
that time you are losing in what is supposed to be one of 
the best years of your life. But I can offer some encour-
agement. Right now, you have the power to make the 
most out of this unfortunate situation. If a decade of teach-
ing has taught me anything, it’s that people your age are 
resilient and innovative. 
 “Your generation can navigate multiple worlds and 
bounce between physical and digital spaces with ease. 

You are part of the most racial-
ly and ethnically diverse gen-
eration, and you embrace 
those differences in ways 
adults seem to struggle. You 
courageously put yourselves 
out there for the world to see 
and criticize. You push 
boundaries and challenge 

norms. You find ingenious ways to compensate for any 
gaps you may have accrued without the help of educators, 
whether it’s through Khan Academy or a sibling. It’s a 
small wonder why “post-Millennials are on track to be-
come the most well-educated generation yet.” 
 I can also offer some advice. Help one another and your 
family. They need you. Do your grandparents or your 
elderly neighbors need groceries? Offer support. Some 
teachers may even need your help as many try to transi-
tion to online learning. We need you. Utilize your tech-
savvy ways to bring yourselves closer together. Practice 
“social distancing,” or physical distancing, but stay as 
social as ever. FaceTime. Text. Tweet. Snapchat. Make 
Tik Tok videos (I don’t know if that’s still a thing so don’t 
laugh if I’m already out of date). Use these platforms to 
connect and uplift. 
 Binge Netflix and Disney+. Make memes. Exercise. 
See PLANS on other side 

School shutdown extended, Richardson discusses plans 

www.justthefacts.net 

Email: 

Monday, April 20, 2020 

the  

Phone/Fax: (217) 283-9348 
Lourdine Florek, Owner 

Hoopeston’s only locally-owned daily news publication! 
P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942 

publish@justthefacts.net 

Academic content and food distributions will 
continue on Mondays from 11 am - 12 pm at 
Rankin Lions Club, East Lynn Fire Station, 
Wellington Post Office and John Greer bus 
lane in Hoopeston. As usual academic con-
tent can also be accessed electronically. 

http://www.justthefacts.net
mailto:publish@justthefacts.net


issued a notice to appear in Hoopeston City Court. 
 The incident occurred in the 500 block of South 
Sixth Ave. 
 A girl’s purple bicycle was found Fr iday in the 
area of South Third Ave. and Penn. The owner may 
identify and claim it at city hall. 

From the Blotter 

Plans continued from other side 

Read books – maybe even those boring ones your English 
teachers were stoked for you to read. Or just read manga. 
Read something! Reach out to those friends you know 
don’t have internet access. Call and check up on ‘em. 
 Listen to podcasts. Make a podcast. Start a hobby. Jour-
nal for posterity. You’re living through history. Your bold 
reaction to this is going to make history. 
 Lastly, I can offer some support. You may not know 

me, but I feel your pain; it stings. We, as educators, mourn 
with you. Again, you are not forgotten. We see your hard 
work. We value your unique perspectives. We hear your 
audacious voices. We cherish all of it, and we will contin-
ue to do so even from afar. 
 I am sad for you; truly, I am. I feel deeply for you; truly, 
I do. It makes my heart hurt as I write. But if there is any 
group that can plow through this in creative ways, it is 
your group. There is no pandemic strong enough to si-
lence you or dent the passion of your generation. Keep 
your head up and keep fighting. Our country needs you 
because you provide hope for our future. This year may 
not be what you envisioned, but I’m eager to see what you 
do with it. After all, it is still very much your year.” 
 HAHS will be joining schools around the nation in 
#LightsForTheFight. Schools around the nation are turn-

 Two people were ar rested after  a 20-year-old 
Hoopeston man reported at 4:51 p.m. Thursday that 
he had been battered. 
 Kyle Frazier, 18, of Hoopeston, and Malea Chan-
dler, 18, of Champaign, each came to the police sta-
tion, where they were each charged with battery and 

Weather 
 Patchy frost then mostly sunny today. High 60. Tonight, 
partly cloudy. Low 40. Tomorrow, sunny. High 52, low 
34. 

 For real time Hoopeston weather, visit justthefacts.net/
weather/. 

HELP WANTED 

Silgan Containers is hiring Press Line Mechanics. To apply, 
please visit https://silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/
ats/Posting/view/10688 

The City of Hoopeston is accepting application for an eligibility 
list with the police department. If interested, you will need to 
pick up and turn in an application to the police department locat-
ed at 301 W Main St. Hoopeston, IL by May 4, 2020. Testing 
date will take place on May 30, 2020 at Hoopeston Area High 
School Library.  

City of Hoopeston is accepting applications for seasonal work-
ers. applications can be found on the City Website 
at www.cityofhoopeston.com Click on the City Departments tab, 

then Administration, and scroll to the bottom of the page. 

We are currently hiring for our Verizon location next to McDon-
ald's in Hoopeston! Are you interested in pursuing a career in 
sales where you can earn a base plus commission? Then this 
position might just be for you! If you like sales, love technology 
and have a competitive spirit you may have what it takes to join 
our amazing team! You'll use your knowledge and passion for 
technology to deliver an effortless customer experience while 
pursuing challenging and rewarding goals! This role comes with 
an hourly base and commission package as well as awesome 
benefits. Please email your resume to seth.wilson@alstire 
mart.com or stop by our store for more details. 

Aquality Solutions is looking for full-time delivery drivers 
skilled in efficiency, organization, and flexibility. Delivery Driv-
ers will deliver bottled water and bagged salt to commercial and 
residential customers and must have knowledge or be willing to 

learn maintenance operations when not driving. Apply in person 
at 102 N 1st Street in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.  

Full-Fill Industries Henning, IL, is offering many job opportuni-
ties for full-time and part-time positions. We offer full-time posi-
tions with a full benefit package. 1st and 2nd shifts are available. 
Full-Fill Industries also offers a unique opportunity to choose the 
schedule that fits your lifestyle. You may choose to work 1, 2, or 
3 days a week. Candidates must be 18 years old, and you can 
pick your shift. Machine Operators are needed for 1st & 2nd shift.  
We are now offering a part-time flexible work schedule for 
Moms & Dads who want to earn some extra cash during school 
hours. We are now offering an 8:00 am - 4:30 pm schedule to fit 
the needs of your family while your children are in school. 
Shipping Assistant/Data Entry-Full-Fill Industries is currently 
searching for an individual who is experienced and efficient in 
data entry and computer entry.  This individual also will need to 
be able to multi-task in this position.  M-F 8:00 am-4:30 pm 
If you are interested in applying for a growing company, please 
apply on-line at www.full-fill.com go to employment or employ-
ment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

3 bedroom house large yard, washer/dryer room $650 month 
217-304-1103 

SERVICES 

Precision Mowing. Residential/commercial. Insured 815-217-
1660.  

Email publish@justthefacts.net or call  

(217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

Classifieds 

Obituaries 
 SILVER - Jackie Joe “Jack” Silver, 84, of 
Hoopeston, died at 9:18 p.m. Thursday, April 16, 
2020, at Carle Foundation Hospital, Urbana. Due to 
current health concerns, private family graveside ser-
vice will be held Wednesday at Floral Hill Cemetery, 
Hoopeston. Friends and extended family are encour-
aged to line North Market St., at 11:45 a.m. Wednes-
day to greet the family as the proceed to the graveside 
rites. Memorials are suggested to Camp Assurance in 
Georgetown or First Baptist Church, Hoopeston. An-
derson Funeral Home is handling arrangements. Con-
dolences may be left at www.anderson-funeral-
home.com. 

ing on their athletic field lights from  8-8:20 p.m. each 
Friday night throughout the quarantine as a sign of sup-
port for our students, as well as for all the healthcare 
workers, first responders, and all other essential workers 
on the frontlines of the pandemic. A reminder that due to 
the statewide quarantine measures, no one should gather 
at the school or fields while the lights are illuminated, the 
gesture is simply a sign of support. 

 I will be in touch about future details. Stay tuned to the 
school website, Facebook, our local newspapers, and oth-
er lines of school communication. A heartfelt thank you to 
our students, teachers, leaders, and families as they work 
miracles within this extraordinary set of circumstances. 
Cornjerker pride is alive and well, and we will get through 
this together. 
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