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canceled date, will play on May 30. 
 If the shelter-in-place order is extended, Hoopeston 
Fire Department will do a live drawing for the prize 
money and there will be no bash or ball. Since the 
event is a fundraiser, there will be no refunds of ticket 
prices. 
 The Firemen’s Ball dates back to 1926, a devastat-
ing date in Hoopeston’s history. 
 It was on Thursday, February 25, 1926 that the 

See FIRE on other side 

 Hoopeston Fire Department’s annual Firemen’s Ball 
- originally scheduled for May 2 - is being postponed 
in hopes that it will be able to be held at all this year. 
 The rescheduled date is May 30, one month past the 
current shelter-in-place order decreed by Gov. JB 
Pritzker, as a means to slow the spread of the Chinese 
coronavirus. 
 If Pritzker’s order is not extended, times and places 
for the department’s raffle and ball will be the same. 
The band, 90’s Daughter, scheduled to perform on the 

Photo/Hoopeston Fire Department 

Hoopeston’s original city hall and fire department, located at Seminary and North Market, in the footprint of the cur-
rent fire station and former White Elephant. The Hoopeston Firemen’s Ball was started after both city buildings were 
destroyed by fire in 1926. 

Hoopeston Fire Department postpones ball/bash to May 30 
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 EVITTS - Jerry W. Evitts, 72, of Hoopeston, died at 
5:17 p.m. Friday, April 10 2020, at home. Private grave-
side service will be held at Floral Hill Cemetery, 
Hoopeston. A memorial service will be held at a later 
date. Blurton Funeral Home, Hoopeston, is in charge of 
arrangements. Condolences may be left at 
www.BlurtonFuneralHomes.com.  
 REDINBO - Sandra Kay “Sandy” (Thomas) Redinbo, 
80, of West Lafayette, Ind., formerly of Hoopeston, died 
at 7:40 a.m. Tuesday, April 7, 2020, at University Place, 
West Lafayette. Due to current health concerns, private 
family graveside service will be held. A visitation of fam-
ily and friends will be held at a later date. Memorials are 
suggested to donor’s choice. Anderson Funeral Home, 
Hoopeston, is handling arrangements. Condolences may 

be left at www.anderson-funeral-home.com. 
 SANDO - Mark A. Sando, 64, of Pass Christian, Miss., 
formerly of Watseka, died unexpectedly Thursday, April 
2, 2020. There will be no service, but a celebration of his 
life will be at a later date. Among his survivors is his 
wife, Cathy McBride Sando, formerly of Hoopeston. 
Memorials are suggested to American Heart Association, 
4830 McWillie Circle, Jackson, MS 39206. Edmond 
Fahey Funeral Home, Bay St. Louis, Miss., is in charge 
of arrangements.  
 YBARRA - Ambrosio Ybarra Sr., 69, of Rossville, 
died Wednesday, April 8, 2020, at Carle Foundation 
Hospital, Urbana. He will be cremated and a memorial 
service held at a later date. Blurton Funeral Home, 
Hoopeston, is in charge of arrangements.  

HELP WANTED 

Silgan Containers is hiring Press Line Mechanics. To apply, 
please visit https://silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/
ats/Posting/view/10688 

The City of Hoopeston is accepting application for an eligibility 
list with the police department. If interested, you will need to 
pick up and turn in an application to the police department locat-
ed at 301 W Main St. Hoopeston, IL by May 4, 2020. Testing 
date will take place on May 30, 2020 at Hoopeston Area High 
School Library.  

City of Hoopeston is accepting applications for seasonal work-
ers. applications can be found on the City Website 
at www.cityofhoopeston.com Click on the City Depart-

ments tab, then Administration, and scroll to the bot-
tom of the page. 

We are currently hiring for our Verizon location next to McDon-
ald's in Hoopeston! Are you interested in pursuing a career in 
sales where you can earn a base plus commission? Then this 
position might just be for you! If you like sales, love technology 
and have a competitive spirit you may have what it takes to join 
our amazing team! You'll use your knowledge and passion for 
technology to deliver an effortless customer experience while 
pursuing challenging and rewarding goals! This role comes with 
an hourly base and commission package as well as awesome 
benefits. Please email your resume to seth.wilson@alstire 
mart.com or stop by our store for more details. 

Aquality Solutions is looking for full-time delivery drivers 
skilled in efficiency, organization, and flexibility. Delivery Driv-
ers will deliver bottled water and bagged salt to commercial and 
residential customers and must have knowledge or be willing to 

learn maintenance operations when not driving. Apply in person 
at 102 N 1st Street in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.  

Full-Fill Industries Henning, IL, is offering many job opportuni-
ties for full-time and part-time positions. We offer full-time posi-
tions with a full benefit package. 1st and 2nd shifts are available. 
Full-Fill Industries also offers a unique opportunity to choose the 
schedule that fits your lifestyle. You may choose to work 1, 2, or 
3 days a week. Candidates must be 18 years old, and you can 
pick your shift. Machine Operators are needed for 1st & 2nd shift.  
We are now offering a part-time flexible work schedule for 
Moms & Dads who want to earn some extra cash during school 
hours. We are now offering an 8:00 am - 4:30 pm schedule to fit 
the needs of your family while your children are in school. 
Shipping Assistant/Data Entry-Full-Fill Industries is 
currently searching for an individual who is experienced 
and efficient in data entry and computer entry.  This indi-
vidual also will need to be able to multi-task in this posi-
tion.  M-F 8:00 am-4:30 pm 
If you are interested in applying for a growing company, please 
apply on-line at www.full-fill.com go to employment or employ-
ment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

3 bedroom house large yard, washer/dryer room $650 
month 217-304-1103 

SERVICES 

Precision Mowing. Residential/commercial. Insured 815-
217-1660.  

Email publish@justthefacts.net or call  

(217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

Classifieds Fire continued from other side 

Hoopeston Evening Times reported a fire earlier that 
day had destroyed Hoopeston’s city building, which 
housed both city hall and the fire station. Believed to 
have started shortly after 6 
a.m. by a battery charger 
connected to a fire truck, the 
fire completely destroyed the 
building, located at the corner 
of North Market and Semi-
nary. An unidentified prisoner 
held in the jail was released 
seconds before the cells were 
engulfed in flames, according 
to the Times report of the day. City records were also 
destroyed in the inferno. 
 Firemen were unable to fight the fire, as most of 
their equipment was destroyed. In the fire station 
were two trucks - one owned by the city and another 
loaned to the city by Hoopeston Motor Sales while 
the department’s second truck was out being repaired. 
Both trucks in the station were scorched beyond use. 
 Rossville Fire Department was called and arrived at the 
scene 14 minutes later. They, along with Hoopeston fire-
men, were able to contain the fire to the city building. 
Danville Fire Department also responded to the emergen-
cy, making “a record run covering a distance of 28 miles 
in 45 minutes in their large American La France fire 
truck,” the Times wrote. 
 As Providence would have it, February 25, 1926 
also marked the debut of the Hoopeston Police De-

Weather 
 Mostly cloudy today. High 45. Tonight, partly cloudy, 
then frost. Low 29. Tomorrow, chance of rain/snow. 
High 46, low 30. 
 For real time Hoopeston weather, visit justthefacts.net/
weather/. 

partment’s first Firemen’s Ball. 
 The ball had been arranged several weeks previously 
after having been suggested by a Times representative. 

Money raised was to be used 
to purchase additional equip-
ment for the trucks, but in 
light of the fire, money from 
the 300 tickets sold, for $1 
each, was instead earmarked 
for immediately purchasing 
new equipment. 
 The initial Firemen’s Ball 
featured music by Satan’s 

Red Devils, a local orchestra. A Charleston contest, open 
to all dancers, was also scheduled. 
 Danville Fire Department loaned a truck to 
Hoopeston and repairs completed, Hoopeston’s only 
remaining firetruck was returned. On February 27, 
1926, new equipment for that truck began arriving 
 Mayor Donald J. McFerren and Robert D. Kimber-
lin were instrumental in guiding the city and fire de-
partment through the aftermath of the fire. 

Obituaries 

 Michel Abbott, 51, of Hoopeston, was ar rested 
after officers tried to make contact with him about an 
outstanding Vermilion County warrant. 
 Police made contact with Abbott at 3:34 p.m. Sun-
day at Sixth St. and Main. After a short foot pursuit, 
he was caught. A search turned up methamphetamine 
and drug paraphernalia, police said. 
 Abbot was charged on the warrant, along with pos-
session of methamphetamine, possession of drug par-

aphernalia and resisting a peach officer. He was taken 
to the Public Safety Building in Danville. 
 Joshua Edwards, 42, of Hoopeston, was ar rested 
at 9:56 p.m. Sunday, after police had been called sev-
eral times to the 700 block of East Main, where, they 
allege, Edwards was making a scene.  
 He was charged with breach of peace on a com-
plaint from a 27-year-old Hoopeston man and re-
leased on a notice to appear in Hoopeston City Court. 

From the Blotter 

 A person in his 30s has the eighth confirmed case of 
COVID-19 in Vermilion County. The case was an-
nounced Friday by Doug Toole, County Health Ad-
ministrator., who said the person was not hospital-

ized. 
 The person was visited by a relative from Indiana, 
who has also tested positive for COVID-19, Toole 
said. 

Vermilion County logs eighth confirmed case of COVID-19 

Tickets still available 
 A limited number of tickets for this year’s Fireman’s 
Ball/Cash Bash are still available and can be obtained at 
Olympic Hardware, by contacting any fireman,  or call-
ing DJ at 217-304-2461. 
 Each ticket is $100 and includes entry into the ball 
and drawings for cash prizes of $100 to $4,500, based 
on 3000 tickets sold. 
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