LITHGOW AUTOMOTIVE

1121 S. Dixie Hwy., Hoopeston

217-283-5171
d'ﬁﬁsr Carques.t Auto P_arts Store
q - Automotive Service Center
avroparrs  Automotive Machine Shop
We turn brake rotors & drums, offer cylinder head & engine
machine work, resurface heads & manifolds plus more!
www.LithgowMotorSports.com

Easter Day Special
Oven-roasted Ham topped with a tropical fruit sauce.
Served with mashed potatoes, gravy, sweet potatoes,
country style green beans, roll and choice of soup or salad
$10.49 per order or Family Style (serves 4) for $36.95.
Take out, Curb Side and Delivery available
Pre-orders welcomed: (217) 748-6201

Rossville Family Restaurant

Bill & Susan McGee

Owners/Instructors

McGee MaARTIAL ARTS

206 S. First Avenue

Hoopeston
East Side/second floor

217-437-3916

[ & April Shower of Savings

20/% off

10W30, 5W30 or 5W20  wicoupon. Expires 4/30/20

'Hoopeston Express Lube

|BIFRE

Full Service
Oil Change

Rtes. | & 9, Hoopeston
(217) 283-5373
www.quicklube4u.com

[ Email:

ublish@justthefacts. net

Justi e Facts

Tuesday, April 7, 2020

Phone/Fax: (217) 283-9348 )
Lourdine Florek, Owner

Hoopeston’s only locally-owned daily news publication!

LP' O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942

www. justthefacts. net

County COVID-19 cases holding
at five, city parks to remain open

No new confirmed cases of COVID-19 have been re-
ported in Vermilion County, leaving the total at five.

Doug Toole, Public Health Administrator, reported
Sunday afternoon that no new cases were confirmed.
Additionally, the Vermilion County Health Department
received six negative lab results, all collected in Vermil-
ion County, including one resident each in the 30s and
40s and four over age 60.

Interviews are continuing with the five who tested posi-
tive. It still does not appear that any of those cases are
connected, Toole said.

skeksk

In Hoopeston, the emergency managers group - made
up of EMA, police, fire and the mayor - have decided to
leave city parks open.

See COVID on other side

Several options available for
residents to pay water bills

Residents wondering how they can pay their water
bills while the Hoopeston water office is closed have
their choice of options, including:

e Putting a check or money order in the drop box out-
side the front of city hall.

e Residents may call the water office, at 217-283-
5631, to make a payment over the phone with a
checking account, debit or credit card.

e Payment may be mailed to Hoopeston Water De-
partment, 301 W. Main St., Hoopeston IL 60942.

e Online payments can be made through the city’s
website, www.cityofhoopeston.com. Look for the

green PSN logo halfway d—
down the homepage, click T
to pay. You will need your

water account number

listed on the water bill, Payment Service Network, Inc.

along with the name the account is under.

New managers get trial by fire as virus fallout affects store

Lucas Switzer seems to be in a
good mood all the time. The
Bismarck native credits his par-
ents for that. “They drilled that
into me - to be in a good mood,”
he said.

That trait has been put to the
test recently, as Switzer, who
was named manager of
Hoopeston IGA on February 1,
has had to deal with the fallout
of COVID-19 on the grocery
industry.

In March, stores were picked
clean of toilet paper, bread, milk
and other items. Since then, the
entire industry has faced short-| |
ages as suppliers scurry to meet [*=
the new demand. Some days,
eggs are on the delivery truck,
other days, they’re not.

&

Switzer rolls with the flow,
calming customers, keeping
shoppers updated on social media, keeping on top of
orders.

In an interview before the virus became a pandemic,
Switzer said he enjoys the grocery business because
“there’s something new every day.” The downside of the
business? “There’s something new every day.”

Since 2012, the 30-year-old Switzer has worked for
Kirby Foods, working as assistant manager at the Dan-
ville Save-A-Lot store before coming to Hoopeston IGA
four years ago as assistant manager.

Switzer’s promotion created a vacancy in his old job,
which was filled by longtime IGA employee Rodney
Ramos. He started at what was then Jerry’s IGA as a
carryout in 1986 and has continued to work at the store
ever since. During his tenure, he served as frozen food
manager for a while, and stock crew manager. After be-

SWITZER

RAMOS

ing selected as assistant manager, Ramos quit his day job,
which he’d held for 24 years: working with the local
garbage company, most recently Republic Services.

As manager, Switzer said he oversees all store depart-
ments, making sure things run smoothly and the store is
profitable. He learned some of the manager’s duties as
assistant manager when he filled in for manager Bob
Porth.

Porth retired January 30 after 44 years in the business.

Ramos came to his new position with a good grasp of
what happens in the front part of the store and is now
“learning behind-the-scenes kind of stuff,” from Switzer.

Ramos is also educating, “teaching the younger kids”
to develop a good work ethic and customer service skills.

Switzer has no major changes planned for the store but

See MANAGERS on other side
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isn't open now
but Robin is accepting

Spring & Summer clothing.

Pack up your clean,
gently-used items
and bring them

Tues. -Fri.
11-1 and 4-7__
and Saturday

11-1
All clothes must be in
boxes or totes with lids!

C 0 VID continued from other side

“In an effort to allow residents to enjoy the few ameni-
ties allowed, the emergency managers group has decided
to allow McFerren Park, Northside (Cheese) Park and
Union Park to remain open to walkers,” said EMA Direc-
tor Brad Hardcastle in a press release issued Sunday.

While the parks are open, play ground areas, basketball
and tennis courts and the pavilions remain closed.
Hoopeston Police Department will monitor gatherings in
the park. Residents are asked to practice social distancing
while walking in the park.

The emergency managers group will monitor the parks
situation and will take further measures, if warranted,
including shutting the parks down.

Also, the police department window has been closed.
An intercom system has been installed in front of city hall
that will connect residents who need help with the police
department dispatcher.

skeksk

The Illinois Department of Public Health last week
released guidelines for grocery shopping during the Chi-
nese coronavirus pandemic. Guidelines include:

e Stay home if you’re sick

e Shop at a time that’s less busy.

e Maintain social distance in the store (6’ or two arms’
length from other shoppers and grocery store staff)

e Use sanitizing wipes to clean and disinfect stores and
shopping baskets.

@ Bring a germicide to wipe your hands before and after
shopping.

eUse tap and pay or credit/debit cards for payment to
reduce the risk of transmission through money.

e Use self-checkout lanes, where possible.

@ Use curbside pickup or grocery delivery services.

e Don’t use reusable bags.

e When you return home, wash your hands after handling

packages and when finished putting items away.
skoksk

M. anagers continued from other side

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has rescinded
its earlier recommendation about facemasks and is now
suggesting everyone who is out in public should wear
one.

According to CDC guidelines, people could spread
COVID-19 to others, even if they don’t feel sick. A cloth
face cover is meant to protect other people in those cases.

Everyone should wear a cloth face cover when they
have to go out in public, like the grocery store or to pick
up other necessities. Cloth face coverings should not be
put on children under age 2, anyone who has trouble
breathing, or is unconscious.

CDC advises not to use a facemask meant for a
healthcare worker and to keep about 6 feet between one-
self and others. The cloth face cover is not a substitute for

social distancing.

CDC is still recommending handwashing with soap for
20 seconds, especially after coughing, sneezing, or blow-
ing your nose or after being in a public place. If soap is
not available, hand sanitizer with at least 60 percent alco-
hol may be used. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and
mouth with unwashed hands.,

Weather

Partly sunny today. High 74. Tonight, thunderstorms
likely. Low 52. Tomorrow, sunny, chance of storms.
High 69, low 39.

For real time Hoopeston weather, visit justthefacts.net/
weather/.

Classifieds

will “reset some minor stuff.”

Both men expect to put in long days. Salaried, the mini-
mum is nine hours each day, Switzer said.

That doesn’t dampen their enthusiasm, however.
“We’re going to do our best,” Ramos added.

Ramos lives in Hoopeston, and is father of four adult
children, Samantha and Jesse, who live in Gibson City,
Taylor, of Hoopeston and Lauren, of Champaign.

Switzer and his wife, Sarah, live in West Lebanon, Ind.,
with their two-year-old daughter, Kinsley.

HELP WANTED

Silgan Containers is hiring Press Line Mechanics. To apply,
please visit https:/silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/
ats/Posting/view/10688

The City of Hoopeston is accepting application for an eligibility
list with the police department. If interested, you will need to
pick up and turn in an application to the police department locat-
ed at 301 W Main St. Hoopeston, IL by May 4, 2020. Testing
date will take place on May 30, 2020 at Hoopeston Area High
School Library.

Help wanted: tire and mechanic experience helpful. Apply in
person. Smitty's Dual Wheel, Inc. 8 miles west of Rossville.

City of Hoopeston is accepting applications for seasonal work-
ers. Applications may be picked up at City Hall, 301 W Main St.

Robinson Chiropractic, a thriving and expanding chiropractic
clinic, is looking for team oriented, multi-tasking, detail-oriented
people. Candidates will be trained to assist with patient care.
Customer service and phone skills a must. Candidates must be
enthusiastic, outgoing, positive, great with people and have an
interest in natural health and wellness and be flexible as we con-
tinue to thrive and grow in offices. Send resumes to tri-
na.keller@robchiro.com.

We are currently hiring for our Verizon location next to McDon-
ald's in Hoopeston! Are you interested in pursuing a career in
sales where you can earn a base plus commission? Then this
position might just be for you! If you like sales, love technology
and have a competitive spirit you may have what it takes to join
our amazing team! You'll use your knowledge and passion for
technology to deliver an effortless customer experience while
pursuing challenging and rewarding goals! This role comes with
an hourly base and commission package as well as awesome

benefits. Please email your resume to seth.wilson@alstire
mart.com or stop by our store for more details.

Aquality Solutions is looking for full-time delivery drivers
skilled in efficiency, organization, and flexibility. Delivery Driv-
ers will deliver bottled water and bagged salt to commercial and
residential customers and must have knowledge or be willing to
learn maintenance operations when not driving. Apply in person
at 102 N 1 Street in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.

Full-Fill Industries Henning, IL, is offering many job opportuni-
ties for full-time and part-time positions. We offer full-time
positions with a full benefit package. 1% and 2™ shifts are availa-
ble.

Full-Fill Industries also offers a unique opportunity to choose the
schedule that fits your lifestyle. You may choose to work 1, 2, or
3 days a week. Candidates must be 18 years old, and you can
pick your shift. Machine Operators are needed for 1% & 2™ hift
We are now offering a part-time flexible work schedule for
Moms & Dads who want to earn some extra cash during school
hours. We are now offering an 8:00 am - 4:30 pm schedule to fit
the needs of your family while your children are in school.

If you are interested in applying for a growing company, please
apply on-line at www.full-fill.com go to employment or employ-
ment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE

HOUSES FOR RENT

3 bedroom house large yard, washer/dryer room $650
month 217-304-1103

Get rid of those unwanted items with a
Just the Facts classified!
Email publish@justthefacts.net or call
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