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 When it comes to major news stories of 2019, many 
came from Hoopeston Area School District.  
 From setting a deadline to have Honeywell School 
demolished to deciding to take another run at a school 
facilities sales tax, the district generated headlines in 
2019. 
 The top story of 2019 was the mutual decision be-
tween the district and former Supt. Suzzette Hesser to 
end their contractual agreement at the end of last 
school year.  
 Hesser, hired in 2017, still had one year remaining 
on a three-year contract, but at a special Sunday 
meeting on St. Patrick’s Day, the board approved 
ending the agreement. 
 Afterwards, Hesser said she planned to work on 
completing her education, but she was hired in June 
as principal of Parkside Junior High School, part of 
the McLean County school district. 
 As a result of the split, the board made some policy 
changes, including setting at $10,000 the maximum 
expenditure a superintendent may approve without 
board approval. 
 In late April, the board approved Robert Richardson 
as the new superintendent, to begin July 1. 
 The second-biggest story to come out of the district 
last year was the student-led civic display of patriot-
ism in response to teachers who refused to stand for 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 Ethan Larkin, Brady Moore, Chaz Landers and 
Drew Johnson, and later others,  came to school early 
each morning, armed with small flags, which they 
gave away, affixing them to other students’ vehicles, 
when asked 
 The students started their activity after parents re-
quested school board action on the teachers’ failure to 
stand for the Pledge. The board took no action, citing 

teachers’ First Amendment rights, leaving students to 
patriotic display. 
 Other top stories from last year include: 
 The August 23 shooting death of Daryl Perkins at 
the Vermilion County Courthouse after he stabbed 
Vermilion County Sheriff’s Deputy Kyle Janesky in 
the face.  
 Mr. Perkins, who had been in court for a hearing, 
was waiting to be taken back jail when he indicated 
he needed to use the restroom. When Janesky opened 
the bathroom door to return Mr. Perkins to the hold-
ing cell, Mr. Perkins began stabbing the deputy with 
pens. He later took Janesky’s multi-tool and began 
stabbing him with it, then gained the deputy’s taser 
and was aiming it at Janesky, who then shot Mr. Per-
kins four times. 
 The incident was investigated by Illinois State Po-
lice. Their findings were turned over to Jacqueline 
Lacy, Vermilion County state’s attorney, who an-
nounced in October that Janesky’s use of force was 
justified and no charges would be filed. 
 Some stories had their start in 2019 but the conclu-
sion won’t happen until this year. One of those is 
Darren Duncan’s run for the U.S. House seat current-
ly held by John Shimkus. 
 Duncan, Rossville area farmer and Vermilion 
County treasurer, officially announced his run for the 
IL-15 seat on December 2. Four Democrat and five 
fellow Republicans are also running to represent the 
district, which includes parts of 33 counties. 
 Other stories started in 2018 or earlier but have not 
reached a final resolution. Most are related to eco-
nomic development and include action on the former 
Essex building, still awaiting asbestos abatement; 
demolition of Bzzz Bar, burned in a March fire, for 
which an Illinois Fire Marshal’s report is pending.  
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 BELL - John Oliver “Jonnie” Bell, 79, of Watseka, 
died at 10:11 a.m. Friday, Dec. 27, 2019, at Watseka 
Health Care. He will be cremated and no service held. 
Memorials are suggested to Iroquois Memorial Hos-
pice, 200 N. Laird Lane, Watseka IL 60970. 

 ELLIS - Donald Ellis Jr., 92, of Hoopeston, died at 
2:36 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2019, at Autumn Fields, 
Hoopeston. Visitation will be 4-7 p.m. (CST) Friday 

Weather 
 Chance of rain today. High 44. Tonight, chance of rain/
snow. Low 29. Tomorrow, chance of snow, then mostly 
cloudy. High 33, low 25. Sunday, mostly sunny. High 42, 
low 27. 
 For real time Hoopeston weather, visit justthefacts.net/
weather/. 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

1 bedroom apartment at Princess Theater.  Rent is $450 per 
month and Includes utilities and appliances.  Application and 
deposit required.  Applications can be found online: b2lproperty-
management.com/ 

2 bedroom upstairs apt. Many updates, move-in ready. $400 
month. Call 217-504-4670 or  217-304-1103  

HELP WANTED 

We are currently hiring for our Verizon location next to McDon-
ald's in Hoopeston! Are you interested in pursuing a career in 
sales where you can earn a base plus commission? Then this 
position might just be for you! If you like sales, love technology 
and have a competitive spirit you may have what it takes to join 
our amazing team! You'll use your knowledge and passion for 
technology to deliver an effortless customer experience while 
pursuing challenging and rewarding goals! This role comes with 
an hourly base and commission package as well as awesome 
benefits. Please email your resume to 
seth.wilson@alstiremart.com or stop by our store for more de-
tails. 

NAPA Hoopeston is looking for a full time Counter/Delivery 
person. Successful candidate will be very knowledgeable about 
automotive/truck parts and computers, able to answer phones 
and wait on customers. Must do daily and monthly paperwork 
and be capable of doing all activities the store manager does in 
case of his absence. ASE certified counter person preferred but 
not required. If interested, pick up a application at NAPA 226 E  
Main St. Hoopeston. 

Aquality Solutions is looking for full-time delivery drivers 

skilled in efficiency, organization, and flexibility. Delivery Driv-
ers will deliver bottled water and bagged salt to commercial and 
residential customers and must have knowledge or be willing to 
learn maintenance operations when not driving. Apply in person 
at 102 N 1st Street in Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.  

Silgan Containers is hiring press line mechanics.  For more 
information or to apply, please go online to silgancontain-
ers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/view/10377/0  

Sygma is hiring Class A CDL drivers. Experienced drivers with 
clean records could qualify for a $12,500 sign on bonus. Sygma 
is also looking for students for their CDL school. You must be 
21 and have your Class A permit to be eligible. We have part 
time and seasonal work available as well. Go to 
www.sygmanetwork.com or call 855-770-3210 

Full-Fill Industries Henning, IL offers job opportunities for full 
time/ part time employment. Choose the schedule that fits your 
life style: 1, 2, 3 or 4 days a week. Candidates must be 18 years 
old, and can pick their shift. Machine operators are needed for 1st 
& 2nd shift. We also offer fulltime positions with a full benefit 
package. If you are interested in working for a growing compa-
ny, apply on-line at www.full-fill.com  go to employment or 
employment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

2 bedroom house for rent in Hoopeston near the high school. 
Basement, garage, large yard. $500 + deposit. Utilities not in-
cluded. 217 377 1201  

Email publish@justthefacts.net  
or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

Classifieds 

   Briefly 
Recycling rescheduled 

 Due to the New Year’s holiday, Hoopeston recycling 
will be picked up Saturday. 

Bulk garbage collection 
 City of Hoopeston will hold a bulk garbage collection 
Saturday at Hoopeston City Hall, 301 W. Main. Resi-
dents may drop off items from 7:30-11:30 a.m. This is for 
Hoopeston residents only. Identification will be checked 
onsite. 

At the library 
 Littles @ the Library will not be held this week. 

Obituaries 

at Anderson Funeral Home, Hoopeston, Funeral will 
be at 10 a.m. (CST) Saturday at Rossville Church of 
Christ. Burial will follow in Rossville Cemetery. Me-
morials are suggested to Hanging Rock Christian 
Camp, 6988 W State Road 28, West Lebanon, IN 
47991 or the Rossville Church of Christ 514 E. Attica 
St. Rossville, IL 60963.  
 MORTS - Virginia “Susie” Morts, 91, of Mon-

mouth, formerly of Rossville, died at 7:50 p.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 27, 2019 at Courtyard Estates, Monmouth. 
Arrangements are pending at Anderson Funeral 
Home, Hoopeston. 
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