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 DANVILLE—Employers are constantly lamenting 
the fact that “too many of the workers we have lack 
the common-sense skills they need to keep a job.” 

 Danville Area Community College just found a way 
to fund a program to teach common sense to job seek-
ers and incumbent workers. The Illinois Community 
College Board awarded $225,000 for the “Bridge and 
Innovation” grant to DACC to fund the college’s In-
novative Transitions Program. 
 Operations Vice President Kerri Thurman, Execu-
tive Vice President Dave Kietzmann, Dean Laura 
Williams, and Assistant Vice President Brian 
Hensgen teamed up to design the winning program 
and successful application. 

 “The primary focus will be on unemployed and un-
deremployed adults,” said Thurman. But the program 
will also assist incumbent workers who need to up-
grade skills to remain employed, as well as student 
veterans.” 

 The grant will fund “life skills” educational training 
for three different types of students. The first are 
those who are simultaneously earning their high-

school equivalency as well as job credentials, such as 
in a certified nursing assistant program.  
 The second group are job seekers who need short-
term technical-skills training prior to employment. 
 The third group are college graduates who need to 

See SKILLS on other side  

DACC grant to teach common sense skills job seekers, employees 

 Organizers are gearing up for the annual Community 
Christmas Dinner, now its eighth year. 
 Festivities will again be held at the Hoopeston Multi 
Agency, 206 S. First Ave. The event will begin at 11:30 
a.m. Christmas Day with bingo, with prizes donated from 
the community. Dinner will begin at 12:30 p.m., with 
more fun and fellowship after dinner with coffee and 
dessert. 
 Reservations are needed to make sure enough food is 

prepared. 
 Transportation to the dinner is available for those who 
have none. Meal delivery is also available to shut-ins. 
 To make reservations, schedule a ride or receive a 
meal, call (217) 283-5544 or (217) 495-1620. 
 Organizers are looking for volunteers to make desserts 
for the dinner. Anyone who would like to volunteer in 
other ways may call the above numbers for more infor-
mation. 

Plans in works for 8th annual Community Christmas Dinner 



Weather 
 Cloudy today. High 40. Tonight, mostly cloudy. Low 30.  
Tomorrow, chance of rain/snow. High 38, low 19. Sunday, 
partly sunny, chance of snow late. High 27, low 21. 

   Briefly 
PEP potluck 

 Hoopeston United Methodist Church, 403 E. Main, 
will hold their People Enjoying People (PEP) Potluck 
a week early this month, at 5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 16. 
Everyone is welcome at this free event. Main dish, 

From the Blotter 
 James Brayboy, 22, of Hoopeston, was arrested after 
police were called at 2:35 a.m. Wednesday to Carle 
Hoopeston emergency department for a report of a bat-
tered woman. After an investigation, he was arrested on 
preliminary charges of aggravated battery, domestic bat-
tery, battery of an unborn child and criminal trespassing. 
 Brayboy was taken to the Public Safety Building in 
Danville to await arraignment. 

drinks and table service are provided. Please bring a 
side dish or dessert to share. 

Wreaths across America ceremony 

 A Wreaths across America ceremony will be held at 
Red Top Cemetery at 11 a.m. Saturday. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. 

Obituaries 
 HOFBAUER - Christopher M. Hofbauer, 36, of 
Champaign, formerly of Rankin, died Monday, Dec. 
9, 2019. Visitatio will be 4-7 p.m. Friday at Cox-

Knapp Funeral Home, Rankin. Memorial services 
will be at a later date. Memorials are suggested to 
Grace Lutheran Church, Rankin. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

2 bedroom upstairs apt. Many updates, move-in ready. $400 
month. Call 217-504-4670 or  217-304-1103  

HELP WANTED 

Full Time. Apply in person, 8 miles west of Rossville. 
Smitty's Dual Wheel, Inc. 

Aquality Solutions is looking for full-time delivery drivers 
skilled in efficiency, organization, and flexibility. Delivery 
Drivers will deliver bottled water and bagged salt to com-
mercial and residential customers and must have 
knowledge or be willing to learn maintenance operations 
when not driving. Apply in person at 102 N 1st Street in 
Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.  

Silgan Containers is hiring press line mechanics.  For more 
information or to apply, please go online to silgancontain-
ers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/view/10377/0  

Sygma is hiring Class A CDL drivers. Experienced drivers with 
clean records could qualify for a $12,500 sign on bonus. Sygma 
is also looking for students for their CDL school. You must be 
21 and have your Class A permit to be eligible. We have part 
time and seasonal work available as well. Go to 
www.sygmanetwork.com or call 855-770-3210 

Full-Fill Industries Henning, IL offers job opportunities for full 
time/ part time employment. Choose the schedule that fits your 
life style: 1, 2, 3 or 4 days a week. Candidates must be 18 years 
old, and can pick their shift. Machine operators are needed for 
1st & 2nd shift. We also offer fulltime positions with a full bene-
fit package. If you are interested in working for a growing com-
pany, apply on-line at www.full-fill.com  go to employment or 
employment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE 

Get extra Christmas $$$ 

Sell unwanted items with a  

Just the Facts classified! 
Email publish@justthefacts.net  

or call (217) 283-9348  

Skills continued from other side 

be prepared for success in the working world. 
 The program addresses what has become the chief 
concern among local employers, namely, that too 
many of today’s job seekers lack a practical under-
standing of how to be successful employees.  
 As Lori Russell of DynaChem said during last 

month’s DACC-hosted breakfast meeting with manu-
facturers, “What many employees today really lack is 
what we call ‘soft skills’ - or should I say, life skills. 
We can teach them the fundamentals of a job, but too 
many of the people we hire are not adequately pre-
pared when it comes to understanding how to hold 
and keep a job or to advance in a job to a supervisory 
level.” 

 The grant will fund a new two-hour Corporate Edu-
cation program that Director Stephanie Yates recently 
developed in collaboration with business leaders. The 
program addresses both the personal ethic and the 
work ethic, and crosses all industry sectors. 


