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 Hoopeston City Council voted 6-0 to approve an 
$837,385 levy at its meeting Tuesday. 
 The levy is up from the previous $783,385 levy only 
because the city needs to make up a shortfall in police 
pension contributions. 
 Ald. Bill Goodwine, finance committee chairman, said 
the $2.5 million deficit is based on an Illinois Department 
of Insurance formula that uses presuppositions such as 80 
percent of officers will be married, officers will be three 
years older than their spouses, and money accrued will 
earn 8.5 percent interest. 
 In Hoopeston’s case, one retired officer’s spouse is 14 

years younger, meaning that person will collect pension 
benefits far longer. “That hurt us quite a bit,” Goodwine 
said. Also, Hoopeston’s rate on accrued funds is less than 
the suggested amount. 
 To cover the money needed for future pension obliga-
tions, officials unanimously approved raising the police 
pension levy from $296,000 to $350,000. 
 Aldermen Carl Ankenbrand and Chad Yaden were ab-
sent, as was Mayor Bill Crusinberry. 
 In addition, the pension contribution from the General 
Revenue line item was increased by $35,000 to $75,000. 

See PENSIONS on other side 

Hoopeston approves increase in levy to fund police pensions 

 Rossville will show its Christmas spirit beginning this 
weekend, thanks to Rossville Community Organization. 
 Christmas in the Village will be held from December 6
-8. Events include: 
 Friday: a bake sale at Bank of Rossville, 111 N. 
Chicago. Baked goods will be available beginning at 9 
a.m. 
 Saturday: A craft show will be held from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. at the fire station, 617 N. Chicago 

 The annual Lighted Christmas Parade will begin at 6 
p.m. 

 A Winter Carnival will be held from 6-8 p.m. at the 
grade school. 
 The light display in Christman Park begins for the 
season. The park will be lit up each night from Saturday 
through December 31. 
 Sunday: The Christmas House Walk will be held 
from 2-5 p.m., with seven locations to visit.  
 Cost is $10 per person. Tickets may be purchased at 
Rossville Village Office or the first house visited that 
day. Signs will be posted or the addressees will be listed 
on Rossville Community Organization  Facebook page.  

‘Christmas in the Village’ starts Rossville holiday season 



Weather 
 Decreasing clouds today. High 39. Tonight, mostly clear. 
Low 24. Tomorrow, sunny. High 42, low 33. Sunday, 
cloudy, chance of rain late. High 49, low 44. 

Letters to the Editor 

Magical Express was wonderful 
 I wanted to take a moment to share publicly about 
something wonderful which took place in Hoopeston 
last Saturday night. Of course, I am talking about the 
Magical Express, sponsored by the Hoopeston Cham-
ber of Commerce. 
 The Magical Express has been going on for several 
years now, but this was my first opportunity to attend. 
Family members came from out-of-town and they, as 

well as I, were very impressed. We began at the Multi 
Agency, where we were greeted by an assortment of 
elves and waited briefly before catching our 
"train" (school bus) to the McFerren Park Civic Center. 
The ride was great fun as more elves entertained us with 
Christmas carols. 
 When we arrived at the Civic Center, activities were 
in progress all around the beautifully decorated build-
ing. Children could visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus, 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

2 bedroom upstairs apt. Many updates, move-in ready. $400 
month. Call 217-504-4670 or  217-304-1103  

HELP WANTED 

Full Time. Apply in Person 8 miles west of Rossville. 
Smitty's Dual Wheel, Inc. 

Aquality Solutions is looking for full-time delivery drivers 
skilled in efficiency, organization, and flexibility. Delivery 
Drivers will deliver bottled water and bagged salt to com-
mercial and residential customers and must have 
knowledge or be willing to learn maintenance operations 
when not driving. Apply in person at 102 N 1st Street in 
Hoopeston or call us at 855-692-7824.  

Silgan Containers is hiring press line mechanics.  For more 
information or to apply, please go online to silgancontain-
ers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/view/10377/0  

Sygma is hiring Class A CDL drivers. Experienced drivers with 
clean records could qualify for a $12,500 sign on bonus. Sygma 
is also looking for students for their CDL school. You must be 
21 and have your Class A permit to be eligible. We have part 
time and seasonal work available as well. Go to 
www.sygmanetwork.com or call 855-770-3210 

Full-Fill Industries Henning, IL offers job opportunities for full 
time/ part time employment. Choose the schedule that fits your 
life style: 1, 2, 3 or 4 days a week. Candidates must be 18 years 
old, and can pick their shift. Machine operators are needed for 
1st & 2nd shift. We also offer fulltime positions with a full bene-
fit package. If you are interested in working for a growing com-
pany, apply on-line at www.full-fill.com  go to employment or 
employment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE 

enjoy cookie decorating, cocoa, Christmas trees, 
snowmen, more elves, and lots of free crafts and orna-
ment decorating.  
 There were a number of local vendors offering all 
sorts of fun gift ideas, from handmade jewelry, cro-
chet, candy and nuts, candles, holiday décor, and 
much, much more. (Our little 18-month got tired be-
fore we saw everything!) When you add in the won-
derful light display outside in the park, it was truly a 
very nice evening for all! 
 Thank you so much to everyone who had a part in 
making the Magical Express so professional and such 
a success! Activities like this make me very proud to 
call Hoopeston my hometown! 

JoAnn Charbonneau 

Hoopeston 

Pensions continued from other side 

 The increases are expected to catch the fund up over 20 
years, Goodwine said. 
 At a public hearing prior to the council meeting, resident 
Don Jackson asked whether any money from the $9 dis-
patch fee goes to pensions.  
 Goodwine said none does and that the fee does not cov-
er the entire cost of police dispatching. The fee generates 
about $238,000 per year, based on 2,200 water customers, 
while actual dispatch costs are about $400,000. 
 Resident Stan Steiner then asked if the employee portion 
of pension costs goes up. 
 Goodwine responded that those increases are pegged to 
inflation and mandated by statute. 
 Illinois recently merged more than 600 downstate police 
and fire pensions into two accounts. “Now that the state 
has taken over deposits, I’m sure it’ll grow rapidly,” 
Goodwine said, tongue-in-cheek. 
 “It might if they don’t steal the money from us like they 
do every other fund,” Steiner responded. 
 In other discussion, Ald. Jeff Wise said leaf cleanup will 
continue for another week or two. Residents are asked to 
place leaves by the curb but not in the street. 

   Briefly 
Blue Christmas service 

 Hoopeston United Methodist Church will hold a Blue 
Christmas service at 4 p.m. Sunday at the church, 403 E. 
Main. The service is to remember loved ones who have 
died and to acknowledge the pain and sadness that can 
come from events that enter our lives uninvited and un-
wanted. It is a good time to invite others who may find 
such a service a blessing in their lives. 

Christmas concert 
 Old Paths Quartet will be featured at a free Christmas 
concert at 9:30 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 8, at East Lynn Com-
munity Fellowship, 1428 Main St. Everyone is welcome. 

Sensory Santa Saturday 
 Sensory Santa, for children with special needs, will be 
in Hoopeston Saturday. A professional photographer will 
capture the special moments. Each session lasts about 15 
minutes, followed by a snack and craft.  Families will 
receive a link to download their child’s session for free. 
 All sessions are free but by appointment only. For an 
appointment, call (217) 918-2106 or email amcmil-
lanphotography@gmail.com. 
 Sensory Santa is sponsored by Sew Shoot Me, 
Hoopeston First Church of God and First Presbyterian 
church of Hoopeston. 

Card shower 
 Former Hoopeston resident Terry Meador is very ill 
and friends are holding a cheer or Christmas card shower 
for them. Cards may be sent to Mr. and Mrs. Terry 
Meador, P.O. Box 182, Collison IL 61831. Prayers 
would also be appreciated. 


