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Council approves $175,000 in TIF funds for Subway relocation

In a 5-2 vote, Hoopeston City Council on Tuesday ap-
proved a redevelopment agreement for up to $175,000 of
tax increment financing money to relocate Subway.

Ald. Alex Houmes made the motion to approve the
agreement, seconded by Ald. Robin Lawson, followed by
discussion led by Ald. Bill Goodwine.

Saying he had no problem with the project, I still ask
what are the taxpayers getting for the $175,000 and I
don't know. Without an agreement from Casey’s, there’s
no need to move Subway. Correct me if I’'m wrong, but I
don’t think Casey’s has bought anything.”

Mayor Bill Crusinberry answered that Casey’s will not
sign a purchase agreement on five parcels of land until
the two lease agreements are approved: one from Sub-
way releasing Hooterville Broadcasting from having to
provide the building and one from Hooterville Broadcast-
ing releasing Subway from its long-term lease.

Despite no official documentation, behind-the-scenes
communications have been going on, between Casey’s
Corp.’s architect and engineer with Hoopeston’s engineer
and administrative office. “There’s been a lot of input
from Casey’s,” Crusinberry said.

Goodwine likened the situation to the children’s game
Telephone, where one person whispers something to
another person, who whispers to the next person and the
next. “It’s been ‘he said that she said what he said that
Casey’s said,”” Goodwine said. “Why can’t there be
something from Casey’s saying ‘this is what we plan to
do? It’s always been so coy.”

Houmes said Vermilion Advantage representatives told
him that Casey’s would not sign anything, but that,
“Based on what they told me, I’'m confident in the pro-
ject,” he said. “A development of this magnitude is not
often presented to Hoopeston and I think it would be
unwise of us to turn this away.”

Crusinberry reviewed the history of the plan, which
started with a three-way land swap that saw First Farmers
Bank move, to be followed by Subway and finally, Ca-
sey’s. There will be a significant infusion of property

taxes from the projects.

“I’m not saying turn it down,” Goodwine said. ‘I’'m
saying do our due diligence and require what we need to
know to make a sound decision for the taxpayers.”

Ald. Jeff Wise asked if it was correct that Casey’s is
putting in $25,000 towards moving Subway. Crusinberry
confirmed that, saying Subway had expected to get
$200,000 toward moving but when Hoopeston approved
$175,000, Casey’s agreed to add the rest.

Ald. Lourdine Florek said city officials are supposed to
trust the other parties in the development. Saying the
redevelopment agreement did not need to be approved
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until the lease situation was resolved, “Why don’t they
trust us to give them the $175,000 when there’s actually
movement that indicates that everything else is going to
happen?”

Florek also said she found nothing in the document that
said if the Casey’s project didn’t happen that, that the city
would not have to pay the $175,000.

Crusinberry responded Subway will be reimbursed for
expenses they incurred and there would be no costs if
they did not relocate.

“Why wouldn’t they move if they were going to be
given ground and paid $175,000,” Goodwine asked.
“They would move; it’s just that we wouldn’t necessarily
have a new Casey’s.”

“All of this is not to get a new Subway, “ Florek said.
“It’s to get a new truck stop.”

Crusinberry said if the agreement were not approved,

Obituaries

GEIKEN—David E. Geiken, 67, of Cissna Park, died
Sunday, Sept. 15, in Urbana. Visitation will be 4-8 p.m.
Thursday at Knapp Funeral Home, Cissna park, and 10
a.m. until the 11 a.m. Funeral Friday at Trinity Lutheran
Church, Cissna Park. Burial will be at a later date. Me-
morials are suggested to Cissna Park Fire Department or
the church.

the city would be looked at as an uncooperative partner
with nothing but an abandoned gas station there.

Voting yes were Houmes, Lawson, Yaden, Anken-
brand and Wise, with Goodwine and Florek voting no.
Ald. Bill McElhaney was absent.

Crusinberry said he has been told the plan is to start the
project in spring with a three-month turnaround time.

OUR SEASONS
VINTAGE BAZAAR
Saturday, Sept. 21 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Our Savior Lutheran Church
209 W, Jones, Milford

Mom's Kitchen Hanomape ITems/ANTIQUES
i Mahiah, Comfort Dog
Freshly-baked Cinnamon Rolls, Whalsy Wootcrat

Breads, Cookies, Candies, | piday Dacorations  Chidren's Comer
Canned Goods, Baked Goods, |Homemads Candies  Serendipity

Unique Treats One-of-g-Hind liems

—Briefly
Breast cancer support

Hoopeston Breast Cancer Support Group meets at 6
p.m. the third Thursday of each month at the Pit Stop at
Fast Lanes. The next meeting is September 19. Please
spread the word and join us for a meeting to offer support
to past and present breast cancer survivors. For more
information, contact Pat Foster, (815) 984-4040 or (309)
208-9829.

At the library

Friday is the final day to sign up and pay for the Fall
Herb & Floral Wreath craft project which will be held
from 1-2 p.m. Monday, Sept. 30. Mary Dickinson, of
Ford-Iroquois Master Gardeners, will guide participants
in making a wreath. Cost is $10 per person to cover the
cost of materials.

Classifieds

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Looking for vendors for Fall Festival October 5-6 Ros-
sville Call 217433-9056

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

2 bedroom upstairs apt. Many updates, move-in ready. $400
month. Call 217-504-4670 or 217-304-1103
2 BR, Ist floor. All appliances. $395. Call Dave (765) 869-
5538.

3 BR upstairs apt. Washer & dryer room.. $475/mo. plus de-
posit 217-304-1103 or 217-504-4670

HELP WANTED

Hoopeston Multi-Agency is accepting applications for a part-
time position in our thrift shop. Please stop by 206 S. First Ave.
and pick up an application in the front office. HMA is also
looking for volunteers to assist in the thrift shop. You can earn
HMA bucks that you may use to purchase items in our thrift
shop.

Part time fall help at Ravens Livestock. Call (217) 304-1943.
HOUSES FOR RENT

2 BR in Hoopeston. basement, garage, nice yard. Near Maple
school. $475 plus deposit. Available Oct. 1st. Showing now.
Call 217-377-1201

Weather

Sunny today. High 87. Tonight, partly cloudy. Low 64.
tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 87, low 65.

Email publish@justthefacts.net or
call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad!




