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Can You Hear Me Now? 
 Do you have your listening ears on? I don’t want your, “I don’t care, not my problem,” “it 
doesn’t make any difference to me” or “I don’t give a darn,” ears on. 
 The other day, our children called to wish their father Happy Birthday. They asked, “What 
have you been doing?” Dad said, “Not much, mowed the yard, cleaned the car and stayed in a 
cool place when it was 90.” Did I hear him right? “Not much?” That week he worked 3.5 days 
at his part-time job plus the other things mentioned.  
 Each of us hear and answer questions differently. When someone asks me, “How are you?” I 
usually say, “I’m doing fine. Everyone has their own problems and they don’t need mine.” Is 
the question really about how I am today or is it about how I am physically feeling? 
 You ask your spouse to clean the garage and three days later it’s still a mess. When asked, 
your spouse says, “You didn’t tell me you wanted it done today.” Can you hear me now? 
 You hear the Pastor’s sermon. Later you and friends are talking about what a great sermon it 
was but none of you have the same perception of what he said. How can that be?  
 It’s like having three children with the same parents yet each child is different. There are 

some similarities but each sees the world not like the others but as they each see and hear it. Can you hear me now? 
 I’m pretty sure, if you’re like me, you have gotten “second-hand” information. For sure it has to be true from a trusted 
friend. But just maybe they didn’t have their listening ears on. Maybe they had “what I wanted to hear” ears on! 
“Careful” is the word I use for second-hand info! Can you hear me now? 
 Words that we hear, words that we see, words that we say all determine how we live our life. Too much? I don’t think 
so! We read newspapers, books, letters, contracts, magazines, Facebook, the internet and more. All of this helps or hin-
ders our lives. It’s all about what we hear, how we understand it, believe it or have our listening ears on. 
 One of my sons years ago taught me to not judge or determine what I read or heard until I get to the end. Great advice 
from a college kid at the time. The next time you hear something, read something or see something, put on your listen-
ing ears clear to the end. Can you hear me now?  

By  
BERTHA PARSONS 

Workers tear down the former County Terrace Senior Living complex behind Carle Hoopeston Regional Health Cen-
ter last month. 

As facility torn down, Ervin remembers Country Terrace 
 If people noticed heavy equipment behind Hoopeston 
Regional Health Center last month, they probably gave it 
little thought.  
 Charlene Ervin noticed and what she discovered 
brought back a flood of memories. Country Terrace was 
being torn down. 
 Country Terrace, an independent living community for 
senior citizens, opened in August 1995 and closed in De-
cember 2013. Ervin was its only director. 
 At the beginning, Ervin often flew by the seat of her 
pants. Having been a hairdresser, then daycare operator, “I 

was hired because I had good organizational skills,” she 
said. There were no manuals or how-to guides, so she and 
her staff made it up as they went along. The end result 
was “We ran a pretty darn good, efficient facility, espe-
cially considering none of us had any experience or edu-
cation (in the field.)” 
 She is still struck by the education she got from Terrace 
residents. “The things that we all learned every single day 
we worked out there,” she said. “Older people don’t get 
listened to as they should!” 

See TERRACE on other side 



Weather 
 Mostly sunny, slight chance of thunderstorms today. 
High 82. Tonight, partly cloudy. Low 61. Tomorrow 
mostly sunny. High 79, low 58. 

Terrace continued from other side 

 One experience that sticks with her is the questions then
-activity director Debbie Chandler asked the residents. A 
question that stood out is when she asked the residents, 
several of whom were over 100, which one thing amazed 
them most over the last century. The majority answer was 
“television.” 
 Ervin praised Chandler, saying she was “very innova-
tive in a lot of the things she came up with.” Her staff 
“lived and breathed their work,” and were a huge part of 
the facility’s success.  
 Older people can be the star of funny stories, and those 
at Country Terrace were no exception. 
 Ervin thought back to the day some longhorn cattle got 
loose and were heading their way. She called police to 
report the escapees, telling the dispatcher that if the cattle 
got past Country Terrace, they were going to be on the 
highway.  
 Rusty Redden, then a Country Terrace resident, wasn’t 
about to let that happen. “Come on, we can turn them 
around,” he told Ervin.  
 “He’s waving a straw hat and I’m in a skirt,” she said. “I 
wish there could have been a film. You want to know 
what? We turned those cattle around!” 
 She also remembers poignant stories. Howard Cline, 

From the Blotter 

 Lee Schnitzhofer, 45, of Chassell, Mich., was arrested 
after a traffic stop at 1:29 a.m. Monday in the 1000 
block of West Orange. He was charged with driving 
while license suspended and released on a notice to 
appear in Vermilion County traffic court. 

Country Terrace had to close. That question remains un-
answered. 
 Demolition began in mid-July. There are no immediate 
plans for the property but “Carle may rebuild on the site at 
a later date to meet future community needs,” said How-
ard Hughes, director of facilities at Carle Hoopeston Re-
gional Health Center. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

2 bedroom upstairs apt. Many updates, move-in ready. $400 
month. Call 217-504-4670 

Very clean studio apartment for rent at Princess Theater Apart-
ments.  Rent is $450 per month and includes all utilities.  Laun-
dry facilities available.  Application required. Deposit and first 
months rent along with a one year lease are also required.  Ap-
plications can be found online. b2lpropertymanagement.com 

HELP WANTED 

Full-Fill Industries Henning, has job opportunities for full time/ 
summer time/part time. We offer a unique opportunity to 
choose the schedule that fits your life style. You may choose to 
work 1, 2, 3, or 4 days a week. Candidates must be 18 years old, 
and can pick their shift. Machine Operators are needed for 1st & 
2nd shift.  We also offer full time positions with a full benefit 
package. If you are interested in applying for a growing compa-
ny, please apply on-line at www.full-fill.com  go to employ-
ment or employment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE 

The City of Hoopeston is seeking applications for a fulltime 
Multi-Departmental position.  Applicant must have a CDL or 
the ability to obtain one within 60 days of hire.  The ability to 
operate and maintain equipment a plus.  Please inquire at City 
Hall for more information about the position, 217-283-5833.  
Applications may be picked up and returned to City Hall, 301 
W. Main St. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

4 bedroom house , large yard, washer dryer hook up, garage. 
$600 month plus deposit. Call 217-304-1103 or 217-504-4670 

Rossville. 3 or 4 bedroom. Large yard. $500/mo. plus deposit 
utilities. 217 377 0940 or 217 377 1201  

HOUSES FOR SALE 

EASY on utilities, well-insulated 2 bedroom, one level house in 
NICE NEIGHBORHOOD. Has laundry hookups and storage 
shed. Priced at only $15,000. Call (217) 799-2567 for appoint-
ment. 

RUMMAGE SALES 

HOOPESTON: 1.3/4 MI W OF RT 1 ON THOMPSON. Thurs  
Fri 8-3. Hoover sweeper, Wilton pans, canner, jars, ice cream 
freezer, misc. 

Obituaries 
 PIGGUSH - Evelyn Rose (Kennedy) Piggush, 92, of 
Milford, died Saturday, Aug. 10, 2019, in Hoopeston. 
Visitation will be 3 p.m. until the 6 p.m. funeral Wednes-
day at Milford Christian Church. Burial will follow in 
Maple Grove Cemetery, Milford. Memorials are suggest-
ed to International Disaster Emergency Service. Knapp 
Funeral Home, Milford, is in charge of arrangements. 

Country Terrace’s first resident, was living in Hoopeston 
Nursing Home, watching his future home be built. “I have 
watched this place turn from a cornfield into a Garden of 
Eden,” he told her. 
 The decision to close County Terrace was hard for the 
residents. “Those people thought they were never going to 
have to move,” Ervin said. 
 Some residents moved into a wing added at Autumn 
Fields, while others moved into their own apartment. Still 
others went to the nursing home.  
 When the last resident left, the 30-apartment complex 
closed. Furnishings were sold at an online auction in Janu-
ary 2014. 
 The end was also difficult for staff, who wondered why 


