
 A group of area residents got a firsthand report on recent 
state government action at a meeting with state Rep. Tom 
Bennett (R-106) Thursday. 
 Bennett met with constituents at Hoopeston City Hall to 
review legislation that sailed through the legislature, 
thanks to the Democrats’ super majority. 
 That legislation included an expanded abortion bill that 
declares abortion a “fundamental right”; higher taxes and 
fees on gasoline, vehicle registration, trucking registration 
and others; legalizing recreational marijuana, then creating 
a licensing fee to sell it, as well as a tax when purchased; a 
$1 per-pack increase in the cigarette tax, licensing for 
casino expansion and  

Bennett updates residents on legislative action at meeting 

www.justthefacts.net 

Email: 

Wednesday, June 26, 2019 

the  
Phone/Fax: (217) 283-9348 

Lourdine Florek, Owner 

Hoopeston’s only locally-owned daily news publication! 
P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942 

publish@justthefacts.net 

Illinois Rep. Tom Bennett makes a point at a Town Hall 
meeting Thursday at Hoopeston City Hall. 
 
others. 
 Bennett said the session which ended June 2 was “the 
longest session I can recall” in his five years in office. The 
last Friday and Saturday before recess as negotiations 
between Democrats and the super-minority Republicans 
were in high gear, with Speaker Mike Madigan trading 
favor for job-creating bills in return for 20 Republican 
votes for casino expansion. 
 As one of the 20 who voted for casino expansion, “Am 

See BENNETT on other side 



he said. 
 Gary Weinard, who served as Grant Township Road 
Commissioner and Vermilion County Board chairman, 
said the state should look at its regulations concerning 
projects. The state will pay $1 million to rebuild a small 
bridge, but will not pay to use clean anhydrous tanks as 
culverts. “That tank will still be her in 100 years,” he said. 
“The bridge the state designed won’t be. It’s stuff like that 
that ties the hands of road commissioners of townships 
and counties.” 
 “I agree with every word he said,” replied Robert Ged-
des, Lovejoy Township road commissioner. 
 The graduated “Fair Tax” being pushed by Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker. In November 2020, Illinois voters will decide 
whether to amend the state constitution, which calls for a 
flat tax of 4.95 percent, to rates of 4.75% on those making 
up to $10,000 per year to 7.95% on those earning more 
than $1 million. 

Weather 
 Mostly sunny then chance of thunderstorms today. High 
85. Tonight, partly cloudy. Low 66. Tomorrow, sunny. 
High 86, low 68. 

 Asked by rural Wellington resident Theta Lee if Repub-
licans will put out information against the fair tax before 
the election, Bennett said ethics laws prohibit the from 
taking a stand on it. However, he believes groups will 
have an informational campaign against it. 
 Bills that did not become law this year. Several pro-

posed tax increases did not make it into law during the 
session, Bennett said. These include taxes on real estate 
transfers, bottled water, Netflix, Hulu and other streaming 
services, ride sharing, cable/satellite TV, mileage, plastic 
grocery bags, and a proposed $120 million tax on beer, 
liquor and wine. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

2 bedroom upstairs apt. Many updates, move-in ready. $400 
month. Call 217-504-4670 

Beautiful apartment for rent in Hoopeston. 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
office, living room, and dining room.  Huge closets with plenty 
of storage space.  Appliances included, laundry facilities availa-
ble.  Very nice neighborhood. Gas heat, water, trash pickup 
included in the rent of $550 a month. Application online at 
b2lpropertymanagement.com 

Very clean studio apartment for rent at Princess Theater Apart-
ments.  Rent is $450 per month and includes all utilities.  Laun-
dry facilities available.  Application required. Deposit and first 
months rent along with a one year lease are also required.  Ap-
plications can be found online. b2lpropertymanagement.com 

1 BR apartments for rent, central air, newly redone. Appliances 
included.  Water included.  $400-425/month. 526 E Main.  Call 
or text 217-427-8365.  

HELP WANTED 

Hoopeston Police Department is looking for the right candidate 
to become a full time Dispatcher for the department. This is a 
reward field. If you like a job that has something different every-
day, this may be the job for you. We dispatch only police and 
fire operations. The successful candidate will have good typing 
skills, have working knowledge of MS Office and be able to 
multi-task. Applicants must pass two levels of background 
checks, submit to drug screening and be fingerprinted. 
Hoopeston Police Department offers full benefits package, in-
cluding retirement program and medical, dental and vision insur-
ance coverage. Interested people may fill out an application that 
can be found at our website, www.hoopestonpolice.org. Closing 
date is July 5. 

Full time help at Ravens Livestock. Requires CDL. No logbook, 
home every night. Call (217) 304-1943. 

Our growing chiropractic office is looking for an ambitious 
person for the position of Practice Representative who can help 
us continue to grow. Experience not necessary for the right per-
son if they are self-motivated, have a good attitude and profes-
sionalism. Must be willing and able to learn and pay attention to 
detail. Excellent oral communication, customer service and 
presentation skills a must. Applicants must have a valid driver’s 

license, and transportation with insurance. This is a marketing/
sales type position. Interviews will begin immediately. Send 
resume to Box F, Just the Facts, P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 
60942 

Looking for a fulfilling job in the natural health care field? Busy 
chiropractic office needs a team oriented, multi-tasking person. 
Candidate will be trained to assist with patient care. Customer 
service and phone skills a must. This is a part time position with 
strong potential to be full-time. Send resume to Box G, Just the 
Facts, P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942. 

Full-Fill Industries Henning, has job opportunities for full time/ 
summer time/part time. We offer a unique opportunity to choose 
the schedule that fits your life style. You may choose to work 1, 
2, 3, or 4 days a week. Candidates must be 18 years old, and can 
pick their shift. Machine Operators are needed for 1st & 2nd shift.  
We also offer full time positions with a full benefit package. If 
you are interested in applying for a growing company, please 
apply on-line at www.full-fill.com  go to employment or em-
ployment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE 

Silgan Containers is hiring for Press Line Mechanics. Please 
apply online at https://silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/
ats/js_job_details.php?reqid=10062 or contact Human Re-
sources at 217-283-5501 for more information.  

SERVICES 

Quality Buildings and Repair 
Dale Vogel, Owner 
1-217-283-9585 

5 Building sizes 
24’ W x 24’ L x 8’4” H $ 7,140 
24’ W x 32’ L x 9’4” H $ 8,946 
30’ W x 38’ L x 10’4” H $11,772 
36’ W x 64’ L x 12’4” H $17,584 
42’ W x 72’ L x 14’4” H $22,644 
Other sizes available. Free estimates. 
64’W x 120’ L x 16’4” H 

Prices include all materials, delivery, construction, venta ridge, 
factory trusses, post 8 on center, screws. 

SERVICES WANTED 

Looking for someone to clean house, run errands 1-2 hours/
week. Also need someone to help with handyman work and be 
able to work on cars. Pays cash. Call (217) 597-7112 

Bennett continued from other side 

 I excited about it,” he asked. “Look at my face,” he said, 
scowling. Am I excited about it?” 
 Other issues Bennett addressed included: 
 The legislator pay raise. He said raises are in state 
statute. “The only way you don’t get it is to pass a bill to 
stop it,” he said. 
 Improving infrastructure through the 38-cent in-
crease in the gas tax. In 2016, a law passed creating a 
“lock box” for transportation funds, including road repair. 
Money from the tax increase will be distributed among 
state, county, municipality and township road programs, 


