
Local veterans come forward to be recognized at Monday’s Memorial Day ceremony at Floral Hill Cemetery. 

Tom Sweeney highlights local servicemen who gave all in Memorial Day keynote address 
Hoopeston’s war dead were memorialized in a mov-

ing keynote address given by Tom Sweeney at Mon-
day’s Memorial Day service. 

“The more we know, the more it bonds us to a high-
er understanding of all of those who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice,” Sweeney said, taking the audience on 
a historical journey featuring some of those who gave 
their lives in wars around the world. 

Starting with Hoopeston’s first native son to lose his 
life in World War 1, Ira Owen Kreager, who died less 
than a month before the war ended, Sweeney moved 
on to World War 2 and the death of Robert Ross 
“Buddy” Egnew, who gave his life on December 7, 
1941. 

Another Hoopeston resident, Clarence B. Odle, 
gave his life in the Korean conflict, followed by Wil-
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liam Gooden and Joseph Kelnhofer in Vietnam, and 
finally, 20-year-old Jeffrey Wallace, who died May 
24, 2005 in Baghdad during Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Sweeney personalized each man’s story, talking of 
how Cpl. Kreager’s mother died when he was four 
and his father moved the family to Hoopeston. Young 
Ira was known as “Hoopeston’s finest pitcher” before 

See ADDRESS on other side 



Court Dispositions 
May 2 

 Stephen Spivey, Hoopeston, failed to appear , 
found guilty of possession of cannabis, fined $230; 
status hearing June 6. 
 Joshua Hasbargen, Hoopeston, failed to appear  
for general nuisances, sentencing June 6. 
 Holly Irvin, Hoopeston, failed to appear  for  dec-
laration and disposition of nuisances of dogs, fined 
$230; status check June 6. 
 Amelia Young, Hoopeston, failed to appear  for  
illegal burning of leaves and rubbish, fined $280; 
status hearing June 6. 
 Lonnie Davis, Hoopeston, failed to appear  in two 
cases: found guilty of possession of cannabis, fined 
$330; found guilty of possession of drug parapherna-
lia, fined $230; status check June 6. 

Address continued from other side 

he went to the war. 
Amos Spears also died in that war. Keeping a 

watchful eye on the list of war dead, when his family 
did not see his name, they sent a package to him at the 
front. The package was returned with a note, “Amos 
Spears is deceased,’ Sweeney said. 

He talked about Pvt. Dewey Butterworth, killed just 
29 days into combat, whose body was returned to 
Hoopeston from Italy, in World War II 

He spoke of Kenneth McVicker, whom Hoopeston 
Area coach Glen Brasel said had “the weirdest shot” 
in basketball. McVicker died when his vehicle hit a 
land mine. 

He talked of how another Hoopeston man, Cpl. 
Francis Hurst Jr., suffered terribly as a prisoner of war 
after he was captured in South Korea on February 12, 
1951. He died, still a prisoner, on May 10, 1951. His 
remains were not found. 

Different men from different families but all had 
something in common. “They all wanted to serve,” 
Sweeney said. “They all wanted to come home.” 

The service also included music by Hoopeston 
Community Children’s Choir, Hoopeston Area High 
School chorus and band and invocation by Fr. Tom 
Gibson, of St. Anthony Catholic Church. Mayor Bill 
Crusinberry served as presenter for the ceremony, 
which was hosted by Hoopeston American Legion. 

Right, Tom Sweeney gives the keynote address for 
Hoopeston’s Memorial Day service at Floral Hill Ceme-
tery as Mayor Bill Crusinberry listens. Far right, Steven 
Kurk directs the Hoopeston Area High School band. 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

2 bedroom apartment for rent, all appliances, central air, private 
patio, laundry on site, call for info, showing and application. 217 
304 6809. Not section 8 

2 bedroom upstairs apt. Many updates, move-in ready. $400 
month. Call 217-504-4670 

HELP WANTED 

Silver Brothers Construction needs worker with concrete experi-
ence. Apply at office 105 E. Washington St 

The City of Hoopeston is accepting applications for Zoning and 
Code Enforcement Officer. Applications may be picked up at 
City Hall, 301 W. Main St. 

Golf Course Superintendent needed at Hubbard Trail Country 
Club. Knowledge of the use and maintenance of golf course 
mowing equipment is essential. Send resume to HTCC  PO Box 
305 Hoopeston, IL 60942 or call 217-748-6521. 

Our growing chiropractic office is looking for an ambitious per-
son for the position of Practice Representative who can help us 
continue to grow. Experience not necessary for the right person if 
they are self-motivated, have a good attitude and professionalism. 
Must be willing and able to learn and pay attention to de-
tail. Excellent oral communication, customer service and presen-
tation skills a must. Applicants must have a valid driver’s license, 
and transportation with insurance. This is a marketing/sales type 
position. Interviews will begin immediately. Send resume to Box 

F, Just the Facts, P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942 

Looking for a fulfilling job in the natural health care field? Busy 
chiropractic office needs a team oriented, multi-tasking person. 
Candidate will be trained to assist with patient care. Customer 
service and phone skills a must. This is a part time position with 
strong potential to be full-time. Send resume to Box G, Just the 
Facts, P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942. 

Babysitter needed in Hoopeston. Please send name, ad-
dress,  phone number and pay requirements to: P.O. Box 274, 
Hoopeston, IL 60942! Please also include two references! 

Full-Fill Industries Henning, has job opportunities for full time/ 
summer time/part time. We offer a unique opportunity to choose 
the schedule that fits your life style. You may choose to work 1, 2, 
3, or 4 days a week. Candidates must be 18 years old, and can 
pick their shift. Machine Operators are needed for 1st & 2nd shift.   
We also offer full time positions with a full benefit package. If 
you are interested in applying for a growing company, please 
apply on-line at www.full-fill.com  go to employment or employ-
ment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE 

Silgan Containers is hiring for Press Line Mechanics. Please 
apply online at https://silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/
ats/js_job_details.php?reqid=10062 or contact Human Resources 
at 217-283-5501 for more information.  

Email publish@justthefacts.net  

or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

Classifieds 

Weather 

 Chance of sowers, thunderstorms today, tonight. High 
80, low 62. Tomorrow, showers likely then chance of 
storms. High 74, low 54. 


