
Canseco is a hit with fans from far and wide at home run derby, signing session 

 “Man, I’m getting too old for this,” Jose Canseco said, 
grinning, after finishing up the first round of Saturday’s 
home run derby at McFerren Park. 
 The 54-year-old former outfielder and designated hitter 
was in Hoopeston for the derby and an autograph session, 
both sponsored by Bricks and Ivy Sports, as part of the 
business’ second anniversary celebration. 
 The power hitter might be feeling his age, but his record 
with a bat was in no danger of being upstaged by area 
challengers. 
 Three people were selected from among ticket purchas-
ers to face Canseco in the derby. Hoopeston Fire Chief 
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Baseball great Jose Canseco waits to make contact with a JT Taflinger pitch during a homerun derby Saturday at 
McFerren Park. Canseco bested three competitors in the competition, including Hoopeston Fire Chief Joel Bird. Can-
seco’s visit to Hoopeston, which also included an autograph session, was sponsored by Bricks and Ivy Sports located in 
downtown Hoopeston. 

Third annual Turtle Run to 
“fill the bank” for hunger 
 Organizers of the third annual Turtle Run want to fill 
the bank - the Grant Township Food Bank, that is. 
 The local food pantry will be the beneficiary of the Tur-
tle Run, named in memory of Jon “Turtle” Rayls, a 
Hoopeston native who died April 2, 2016. To honor his 
memory, friends came up with the Turtle Run, a poker 
run event that is open not only to motorcycles, but also to 
Jeeps, cars and trucks. 
 The 2019 run will be held Saturday, with signups from 
11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m. at Hoopeston VFW, 428 W. Or-
ange. At 12:45 p.m., there will be short ceremony on the 
lawn, followed by a blessing of the bikes by Jay Sorrell, 
pastor of the Vineyard Church in Danville. 
 The fee for the run is $15 per person and $25 per cou-
ple. 
 Since its inception, beneficiaries of the Turtle Run have 
been chosen by Mr. Rayls’ mother, Rita Wagoner, and his 
brothers, Jed and Jared. The previous two years, proceeds 
went to the Vermilion County Dyslexic Foundation, run 
by donations from Masonic lodges, said event organizer 
Cliff Witty. 
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 A 13-year-old Hoopeston boy was ar rested after  
police were notified that he violated home confine-
ment by leaving his home. Officers found him at 
Ninth Ave. and Honeywell and arrested him after a 
short foot pursuit. 
 The boy was charged with violation of  home con-
finement and resisting police officer and was taken to 
the juvenile detention center in Danville to await ar-
raignment. 

From the Blotter 

 Bradley Davis, 32, listed as homeless, was ar rest-
ed at 1:30 a.m. Monday in the 200 block of East 
Main. Wanted on an Iroquois County warrant, he was 
released to an Iroquois County deputy. 
 Police were called at 2:03 a.m. Monday to meet 
with a 39-year-old Hoopeston woman about an inci-
dent that happened at Seventh St. and Wyman.  
 The woman said unknown men jumped out of a 
vehicle, threw her to the ground and said they were 
police officers. After the woman asked to see badges, 
the men got in the vehicle and left. Police are investi-
gating. 

Weather 

 Slight chance of showers today. High 71. Tonight, part-
ly cloudy. Low 53. Tomorrow, mostly sunny, chance of 
thunderstorms late. High 80, low 62. 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

2 bedroom apartment for rent, all appliances, central air, private 
patio, laundry on site, call for info, showing and application. 217 
304 6809. Not section 8 

2 bedroom upstairs apt. Many updates, move-in ready. $400 
month. Call 217-504-4670 

HELP WANTED 

The City of Hoopeston is accepting applications for Zoning and 
Code Enforcement Officer. Applications may be picked up at 
City Hall, 301 W. Main St. 

We are currently hiring for our Verizon location next to 
McDonald's in Hoopeston! If you’re interesting in a career in 
sales where you can earn a base plus commission, this position 
just might be for you. The successful candidate will love sales 
and technology and have a competitive spirit. Position has hour-
ly base, commission package and awesome benefits. Email 
resume to seth.wilson@alstiremart.com or stop by the store 
for more information. 

Our growing chiropractic office is looking for an ambitious 
person for the position of Practice Representative who can help 
us continue to grow. Experience not necessary for the right 
person if they are self-motivated, have a good attitude and pro-
fessionalism. Must be willing and able to learn and pay attention 
to detail. Excellent oral communication, customer service and 
presentation skills a must.  Applicants must have a valid driver’s 
license, and transportation with insurance. This is a marketing/
sales type position. Interviews will begin immediately. Send 

Classifieds 

Canseco continued from other side 
Joel Bird, Ron Schroeder of Beecher and Jeremy Peevler 
of Terre Haute, Ind., each took stints at the plate, hoping 
to beat Canseco. 
 Peevler sent a few out of the park. His skill was topped 
by an unscheduled batter. Canseco’s chauffer, Paul Hobe, 
of Mokena, sent several over the fence. None came close 
to Canseco, who consistently sent balls into the miniature 
golf course and lagoon, estimated at 500 feet from the 
plate. One ball retriever in a kayak in the lagoon was re-
portedly knocked from the craft by a Canseco homer. 
 When not batting, Canseco visited with locals, giving 
hitting tips, telling stories and laughing a lot. He kept up 
the chatter on the field, between the thwacks of the bat 
smacking balls pitched by JT Taflinger. Hoopeston Area 
High School baseball players served as outfielders for the 
event, shagging some hits and scooping others.   
 Canseco won the derby but Hoopeston Area Youth 
Baseball was the big winner, accepting freewill donations 
at the park entrance and getting more than $1,100 raised 
by Peevler from family, friends and fellow gym members 
in Terre Haute. 
Hoopeston Fire Chief Joel Bird, left, puts bat to ball during 
Saturday’s home run derby, featuring Jose Canseco and 
sponsored by Bricks and Ivy Sports. 

Turtle continued from other side 
 This year, the trio picked the food cupboard and hope 
participants will “fill the bank” so the food bank can get 
items such as milk, meat, eggs, diapers, baby wipes and 
other necessities, Witty said. Donations of nonperishable 
food items are also being accepted at Hoopeston VFW 
now and all day Saturday. “We would love to see car after 
car stop by and make a donation,” Witty said. 
 Organizers have reached out to area businesses for do-
nations to defray costs of the run and some have respond-
ed. Many donations have also been received from Mr. 
Rayls’ former teachers and classmates, Witty said. “John 
was a giver, serving as a volunteer firefighter and as a 
Mason,” he said. “He loved the Hoopeston community 
and was proud to be a Cornjerker.” 
 The run is expected to end around 6 p.m., at which time 
food will be served at the VFW, followed by music by 
Mason’s Jar band. There is no cover charge for the band, 
but a freewill donation of money or nonperishable goods 
would be appreciated. 
 Monetary donations to the Turtle Run may be made by 
cash or check to the VFW/Turtle Run. 

resume to Box F, Just the Facts, P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 
60942 

Looking for a fulfilling job in the natural health care field? Busy 
chiropractic office needs a team oriented, multi-tasking person. 
Candidate will be trained to assist with patient care. Customer 
service and phone skills a must. This is a part time position with 
strong potential to be full-time. Send resume to Box G, Just the 
Facts, P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942. 

Babysitter needed in Hoopeston. Please send name, ad-
dress,  phone number and pay requirements to: P.O. Box 274, 
Hoopeston, IL 60942! Please also include two references! 

Full-Fill Industries Henning, has job opportunities for full time/ 
summer time/part time. We offer a unique opportunity to choose 
the schedule that fits your life style.  You may choose to work 1, 
2, 3, or 4 days a week. Candidates must be 18 years old, and can 
pick their shift.  Machine Operators are needed for 1st & 2nd 
shift.    We also offer full time positions with a full benefit pack-
age. If you are interested in applying for a growing company, 
please apply on-line at www.full-fill.com  go to employment or 
employment opportunities and apply as indicated. EOE 

Silgan Containers is hiring for Press Line Mechanics. Please 
apply online at https://silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/
ats/js_job_details.php?reqid=10062 or contact Human Re-
sources at 217-283-5501 for more information.  

RUMMAGE SALES 

HOOPESTON: 402 E. McNeil. Fri, 8-5, Sat., 8-2. Large annual 
sale. Clothes, purses, bedding, bicycles, home décor, books, 
toys, moto cross pants & misc. 


