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Council approves prep work for development at Rtes. 1, 9

City officials approved starting preparation work to
upgrade water and sewer lines for planned develop-
ment at the corner Rtes. 1 and 9.

Hoopeston City Council, in a 6-0 vote Tuesday
night, approved a $21,400 contract with Donohue &
Associates Engineering of Champaign, to do prepara-
tory work that will extend water and sanitary sewer
lines to the site of a planned truck stop.

The contract calls for Donohue to provide a topo-
graphic survey, design, construction plans and speci-
fications to extend the lines to property, said Donohue
engineer Tracy Fullen.

Under the contract, Donohue will also obtain neces-
sary permits from state agencies, including Illinois

Department of Transportation, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, Historic Preservation Agency and De-
partment of Natural Resources, said Ald. Lourdine
Florek, water/sewer committee chairman.

Although final documents for the truck stop have
not been signed, having the prep work done will make
the project move more quickly once plans are final-
ized, said Mayor Bill Crusinberry.

Fullen said the work could begin almost immediate-
ly on the survey, which will be followed by the de-
sign. Donohue will submit plans for permits to state
agencies within 60 days of the contract’s approval.

The $21,400 will be paid from the $165,000 ear-
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Busy bunny

The Easter bunny must have gotten a head start on his duties, judging by the looks of the front lawn of Mary Perez’
home-based daycare. Tuesday morning, scores of eggs could be seen spread across the yard at 723 S. Second Ave.
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From the Blotter

Dustin Leslie, 35, of Hoopeston, was arrested
after he was stopped for a traffic violation at 3:41
a.m. Tuesday in the 700 block of East Orange.

He was charged with driving while license suspend-
ed and was released on a citation to appear in Vermil-
ion County traffic court.

A 76-year-old resident of the 800 block of East
Elm reported at 11 a.m. Tuesday that an unauthorized
cred card account had been opened in her name.

Development continued from other side

The woman also contacted the credit card company
and the Illinois Attorney General’s office to file com-
plaints.

Police are investigating a hit-and-run accident
reported at 9:19 p.m. Tuesday in the 300 block of
West Main.

A 2012 Chevrolet, owned by Chad Porter of Poto-
mac, was in a parking lot when it was hit by an un-
known vehicle, according to the police report.
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marked for infrastructure improvements there, paid
from the tax increment financing (TIF) fund.

Voting for the contract were Florek, Alex Houmes,
Bill Goodwine, Chad Yaden, Carl Ankenbrand and
Bill McElhaney. Aldermen Ryan Anderson and Bran-
don Hamilton were absent.

In another 6-0 vote, the council approved amending
the city’s liquor ordinance to match state statute, al-
lowing aldermen to also hold liquor licenses.

Based on opinions from city attorney Charles
Mockbee and an Illinois Municipal League attorney,
Hoopeston’s ordinance disallows any elected official
from holding a license or being associated with a
business that has a liquor license.

Illinois law allows elected officials to hold a liquor
license as long as they are not a law-enforcing public
official and do not participate in meetings, hearings,
or decisions on matters impacting the manufacture,
sale, or distribution of alcoholic liquor.

The issue was raised a few months ago when Robin
Lawson, newly elected to represent Ward 4, decided
to seek the office. She and her husband, Brian, plan to
open a steak house downtown and plan to serve alco-
hol but have not yet applied for a liquor license.

Under current ordinance, Lawson would have had
to choose between serving on the council or serving
alcohol in the steak house.

The council also unanimously approved the 2019-
20 budget, which starts with income of $3,008,359,
which comes from $489,543 in tax levies and a
$285,000 transfer from the utility tax. Expenses in-
clude $2,599,161 for all city departments and
$270,840 for accrual funds for major purchases such
as vehicles.

An additional $68,350 will go for one-time expens-
es. Included in this is $4,350 for new downtown
planters, $2,500 towards July 3 fireworks, $11,000

for a security wall for the administration office entry;
$25,000 in equipment, bullet proof vests and equip-
ment for part time police officers; and $3,000 for the
chapel sidewalk at Floral Hill Cemetery. One-time
park expenses include $3,500 for north entrance light-
ing and $6,000 for the basketball court, at both
McFerren Park, and $8,000 for the Northside
(Cheese) Park tennis court; and at the pool, $5,000 for
landscaping.

The final expenses are $40,000 to toward the police
pension deficit and $30,000 for repairs to buildings
adjacent to one torn down by the city last year.

Total income versus total expenditures leaves the
city $8 in the black, said Goodwine, finance commit-
tee chairman.

In unrelated business, the council:

e Approved 5-1 a request from Hoopeston American
Legion Auxiliary to sell poppies on May 18. Volun-
teers will collect from 8 a.m.-noon at Rtes. 1 and 9,
Market and Penn and Main and Penn.

¢ Chad Yaden voted against granting the request, pre-
viously stating he believes street corner collections to
be unsafe.

¢ Unanimously approved an $8,500 bid from Treas-
ured Roots for perpetual care urns for Floral Hill. The
bid is the same as last year, said Yaden, cemetery
chairman.

e Heard a request from Ankenbrand that people not
mow grass clippings into city streets.

e Heard from Joshua Clifton about the burned out
structure at 401 N. Market. Officials said a solution
might be available before the next council meeting.

Weather

Thunderstorms today. High 64. Tonight, showers likely.
Low 40. Tomorrow, mostly cloudy. High 50, low 36.

Classifieds

HELP WANTED

We are currently hiring for our Verizon location next to
McDonald's in Hoopeston! If you’re interesting in a career in
sales where you can earn a base plus commission, this position
just might be for you. The successful candidate will love sales
and technology and have a competitive spirit. Position has hour-
ly base, commission package and awesome benefits. Email
resume to seth@alstiremart.com or stop by the store for more
information.

Our growing chiropractic office is looking for an ambitious
person for the position of Practice Representative who can help
us continue to grow. Experience not necessary for the right
person if they are self-motivated, have a good attitude and pro-
fessionalism. Must be willing and able to learn and pay atten-
tion to detail. Excellent oral communication, customer service
and presentation skills a must. Applicants must have a valid
driver’s license, and transportation with insurance. This is a
marketing/sales type position. Interviews will begin immediate-
ly. Send resume to Box F, Just the Facts, P.O. Box 441,
Hoopeston IL 60942

Looking for a fulfilling job in the natural health care field? Busy
chiropractic office needs a team oriented, multi-tasking person.
Candidate will be trained to assist with patient care. Customer
service and phone skills a must. This is a part time position with
strong potential to be full-time. Send resume to Box G, Just the
Facts, P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942.

Silgan Containers is hiring press mechanics.  Please visit
https://silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/
view/9958 for more info and to apply online.

Older woman wanted for housekeeping duties, two to four
hours per week. Must be dependable. Call (217) 495-0005
Babysitter needed in Hoopeston. Please send name, ad-
dress, phone number and pay requirements to :P.O. Box 274,
Hoopeston, IL 60942! Please also include two references!
Email publish@justthefacts.net or call (217)
283-9348 to place your ad!
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City officials approved starting preparation work to
upgrade water and sewer lines for planned develop-
ment at the corner Rtes. 1 and 9.

Hoopeston City Council, in a 6-0 vote Tuesday
night, approved a $21,400 contract with Donohue &
Associates Engineering of Champaign, to do prepara-
tory work that will extend water and sanitary sewer
lines to the site of a planned truck stop.

The contract calls for Donohue to provide a topo-
graphic survey, design, construction plans and speci-
fications to extend the lines to property, said Donohue
engineer Tracy Fullen.

Under the contract, Donohue will also obtain neces-
sary permits from state agencies, including Illinois

Department of Transportation, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, Historic Preservation Agency and De-
partment of Natural Resources, said Ald. Lourdine
Florek, water/sewer committee chairman.

Although final documents for the truck stop have
not been signed, having the prep work done will make
the project move more quickly once plans are final-
ized, said Mayor Bill Crusinberry.

Fullen said the work could begin almost immediate-
ly on the survey, which will be followed by the de-
sign. Donohue will submit plans for permits to state
agencies within 60 days of the contract’s approval.

The $21,400 will be paid from the $165,000 ear-
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Elm reported at 11 a.m. Tuesday that an unauthorized
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and the Illinois Attorney General’s office to file com-
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Police are investigating a hit-and-run accident
reported at 9:19 p.m. Tuesday in the 300 block of
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marked for infrastructure improvements there, paid
from the tax increment financing (TIF) fund.

Voting for the contract were Florek, Alex Houmes,
Bill Goodwine, Chad Yaden, Carl Ankenbrand and
Bill McElhaney. Aldermen Ryan Anderson and Bran-
don Hamilton were absent.

In another 6-0 vote, the council approved amending
the city’s liquor ordinance to match state statute, al-
lowing aldermen to also hold liquor licenses.

Based on opinions from city attorney Charles
Mockbee and an Illinois Municipal League attorney,
Hoopeston’s ordinance disallows any elected official
from holding a license or being associated with a
business that has a liquor license.

Illinois law allows elected officials to hold a liquor
license as long as they are not a law-enforcing public
official and do not participate in meetings, hearings,
or decisions on matters impacting the manufacture,
sale, or distribution of alcoholic liquor.

The issue was raised a few months ago when Robin
Lawson, newly elected to represent Ward 4, decided
to seek the office. She and her husband, Brian, plan to
open a steak house downtown and plan to serve alco-
hol but have not yet applied for a liquor license.

Under current ordinance, Lawson would have had
to choose between serving on the council or serving
alcohol in the steak house.

The council also unanimously approved the 2019-
20 budget, which starts with income of $3,008,359,
which comes from $489,543 in tax levies and a
$285,000 transfer from the utility tax. Expenses in-
clude $2,599,161 for all city departments and
$270,840 for accrual funds for major purchases such
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An additional $68,350 will go for one-time expens-
es. Included in this is $4,350 for new downtown
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ing and $6,000 for the basketball court, at both
McFerren Park, and $8,000 for the Northside
(Cheese) Park tennis court; and at the pool, $5,000 for
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The final expenses are $40,000 toward the police
pension deficit and $30,000 for repairs to buildings
adjacent to one torn down by the city last year.

Total income versus total expenditures leaves the
city $8 in the black, said Goodwine, finance commit-
tee chairman.
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