Online Auction
March 19 - 6 p.m. (CST) March 29
Featuring: Snapper Rider, Furniture, Appliances,
Spoon Collection, Tools, Hoopeston, Rossville
Advertisement, Old Toys, Household items,
organ and much more
To Register, Bid and Save, go fo
www.jonwitvoetauctioneer.com

Call 217-304-0442 or 217-748-6289
Jon Witvoet, Auctioneer
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Incumbent Chris Small answers a question at Wednesday’s Candidates Forum, as fellow candidates listen, from left,
Dave McFadden, Lee Cox, Connie Catron, Rich Eisenmann and JoHanna Gash. Sponsored by Hoopeston Education
Association and held at the Lorraine Theatre, the event drew a packed house.

Board candidates square off at HEA-sponsored forum

At Wednesday evening’s Candidate’s Forum, sponsored
by Hoopeston Education Association, Dylan Swank,
HEA president, called the April 2 election “momentous.”

Many of the six people running for three board seats
agreed with that assessment.

Two candidates - JoHanna Gash and Rich Eisenmann -
are running for one seat representing the area outside the
congressional township. Inside the township, four candi-
dates are running for two seats. Candidates are Connie
Catron, Lee Cox, Dave McFadden and incumbent Chris
Small.

Each candidate was allowed to make opening and clos-
ing statements and in between, responded to five ques-
tions asked by moderator Rich Stipp:

What makes you a qualified candidate?

What is the role of the superintendent, the board and
staff?

With a 70 percent teacher retention rate, and a teacher
shortage, how does Hoopeston Area attract and retain
teachers?

What are the districts’ financial weaknesses?

How would you build relationships between the board
and staff and the district and the community?

Defining the superintendent’s role, many looked ahead
to what qualities are needed in the next superintendent.

Cox knows exactly what he wants. “To me, if you look
up ‘superintendent’ in the dictionary, it’s Don Dean,” he
said, drawing loud applause. Dean knew the students, the
sports and “was a financial wizard.”

See FORUM on other side
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3 ROOMS CARPET CLEANING

“Fiooms over 250 5q eat Rooms, LR/DR Combo considered 2 rooms

NEW WINTER HOURS!

6-9 p.m. Fri. & Sat. for all high school kids
Games*Movies*Refreshments-Homework Help

FIARB®IT

Community Youth Center
907 W. Main, Hoopeston

. 1
Your Full Service Contractor
© All types of concrete work @ Garages

O Room Additions O Decks
0 New Homes © Remodel
© Doors & Windows © Drywall work

OMetallic Pre-Engineered Steel Buildings
© Commercial Office Work

Built 2 Last Construction

Commercial and Residential Services
217-772-1202
10930 St. Rt. 9, Hoopeston IL 60942
Email: Bob@built2lastconstruction.com

F Orum continued from other side

Small said hiring a good superintendent “is not easy,”
but is “one of the most important things we can do for the
community.” The superintendent provides “leadership,
leadership, leadership.” That person also oversees day-to-
day operations of the district and is a mentor for not only
teachers, but also students and the community, he said.

A cultural shift and resulting problems was something
some candidates stressed in response to the questions.

Gash said she was a qualified candidate because she
would work to bring respect and honor back to schools,
where some students don’t respect teachers, some teachers
don’t respect students or parents, and parents don’t respect
teachers. Children are not born with characteristics such as
honesty, respect and integrity and all sides must work
together to install those traits.

With a teacher shortage, hiring is “becoming an em-
ployee’s market,” McFadden said. To get and keep good
teachers, the district must change the culture problem in

From the Blotter

Andrew McKelvey, 32, of Hoopeston, was ticket-
ed after an accident at 9:22 p.m. Tuesday at Seventh
St. and Young.

Police said McKelvey, in a 2006 Nissan Quest,
failed to yield and struck the passenger side of a 2014
Chevrolet driven by Logan Robinson, 16, also of
Hoopeston. She was taken by EMS to Carle
Hoopeston emergency room for treatment.

He was ticketed for disobeying a traffic control de-
vice and failure to reduce speed to avoid an accident.

Hoopeston Fire Department also responded to the
scene.

Joshua Kempen, 29, of Hoopeston, was arrested
at 1:45 a.m. Wednesday in the 100 block of West
Penn. Wanted on a Vermilion County warrant, he was
taken to the Public Safety Building in Danville in lieu
of bond.

Chase Hensley, 23, of Danville, was arrested af-
ter a stop for a traffic violation at 7:46 p.m. Wednes-
day in the 200 block of West Penn. Charged with no
valid license, he was released on a notice to appear in
Vermilion County traffic court.

Morgan Johnson, 20, of Danville, was arrested at
7:46 p.m. Wednesday in the 200 block of East Penn.
She was charged with disobeying police after she was
allegedly asked several times by police to leave the
scene of a traffic stop. She was released on a notice to
appear in Hoopeston City Court.

the buildings, where teachers feel fearful of students.
“There’s a belief that we’re soft on discipline,” he said.
“When we don’t discipline properly, we tell our staff we
don’t have their backs.”

Catron called teaching “a hard job,” adding kids are not
always lovable. Teachers should not have an environment
where they’re fearful and where “students rule the roost.”

In his final statement, Eisenmann stressed the need for
children to learn life lessons. Of his own five, “I want
them to win; I want them to learn to compete. I want them
to learn how not to win. Real life is realizing not every
day is happy. Real achievement should be recognized and
celebrated.”

— Briefly
At the library

Upcoming events at Hoopeston Public Library include:

Littles @ the Library 10:30-11 a.m. Friday. For chil-
dren ages 0-5 with parents, grandparents or day care pro-
viders, featuring stories, songs, crafts, learning and move-
ment activities.

Tree Climbers genealogy workshop, 10-11 a.m. For
beginners to those who want to take their search to the
next level. Learn to use HPL’s online resources, includ-
ing Ancestry.com.

Softball signups

Hoopeston Area Softball Association will hold final
signups for the season fro 12-2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
at Hoopeston City Hall, 301 W. Main.

On finances, Small and Cox were the only two who
addressed holding the line on property taxes, with Small
saying he voted against the last two tax levies and Cox
saying Illinois ‘is pretty much up a creek” and that the
district “shouldn’t tax the community any more than it’s
being taxed by the state.”

Adecco

Adecco Staffing is hiring immediately for 1st and
2nd shift in Rantoul and Champaign.

We have various assembly, production and forklift
positions starting ASAP.
Please apply online at:
www.adeccousa.com or call 217-355-2342

Weather

Mostly sunny today. High 46. Tonight, clear. Low
25. Tomorrow, sunny. High 49, low 34. Sunday,
cloudy chance of showers. High 55, low 39.

Tedd's Beverage Shop

101 W. Main St. Hoopeston, IL
217-283-7213+217 283-7217
Open 7 days a week 7 a.m.-1 a.m.

Chespest Tobacco in TownePlay Lotto Herel
Id Beer * Wine ¢ Liquo

! F * Live Video Gaming
& ‘ |W‘@H_Im&!ﬂ : 2

Classifieds

HELP WANTED

Outlaw Automotive Performance and Fabrication is looking for
an experienced automotive technician. Must have own tools,
driver’s license, be reliable and not afraid of flat rate. Pay based
on experience, abilities. Serious applicants will call (217) 304-
9213 and apply in person. We work on all makes, models.

We are currently hiring for our Verizon location next to
McDonald's in Hoopeston! If you’re interesting in a career in
sales where you can earn a base plus commission, this position
just might be for you. The successful candidate will love sales
and technology and have a competitive spirit. Position has
hourly base, commission package and awesome benefits. Email
resume to seth(@alstiremart.com or stop by the store for more
information.

The City of Hoopeston is now accepting applications for Sea-
sonal Employees for several of our departments. Applications
are available at City Hall, 301 W Main St. Hoopeston.

Silgan Containers is hiring press mechanics. Please visit https:/

silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/

view/9958 for more info and to apply online.
HOUSES FOR RENT

2 Bedroom house, one story, washer & dryer room, refinished
hardwood floors. $500 month + deposit 217-283-7439

Email publish@justthefacts.net
or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad!




