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 Officials unanimously approved action cleaning up ac-
counting reports for Hoopeston’s revolving loan program. 
 The council voted 8-0 to take off the books past due 
revolving loans made to Tater’s Bar & Grill, $23,412; 
Dave Gaddis, $34,165; Our Country Store and Things, 
$2,528; Jim and Megan Collins, $14,869; Haga’s Party 
Options, $1,618; Jeremy and Jennifer Gaddis, $7,140; 
Jennifer Baughn/Ruby Nells, $27,799; Josh Caudle, 

Hoopeston cleans up revolving loan fund, other financial data 

$31,999; and John and Tammy Kelly, $9,804. 
 In making the motion for a resolution taking the loans 
off the books, Ald. Bill Goodwine, finance committee 
chairman, said the action was “a little hard to swallow.” 
 The loans have been on the city’s balance sheet for 
years and are shown as assets, but they are not good as-
sets, he said. Hoopeston attempted to collect on the loans; 

See LOAN on other side 

 Milford-based Behold, a Christian vocal group, will 
perform at several area churches during the Lenten sea-
son. 
 They will sing a Tenebrae cantata, “The Shadow of the 
Cross,” arranged and composed by Lloyd Larson, which 
takes listeners through the final hours of Jesus’ life, in-
cluding His crucifixion. 
 Performances will be at: 

 Wellington Methodist Church, 4 p.m. Sunday, 
March 24 
 Prairie Green Church of Christ, rural Hoopeston, 
9:30 a.m. Sunday, March 31 
 First Presbyterian Church, Hoopeston, 10 a.m. Sun-
day, April 7 
 St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Milford, 7 
p.m. Thursday, April 18. 

www.jonwitvoetauctioneer.com 

Photo contributed 
Behold will present “The Shadow of the Cross” at several events in the coming weeks. Pictured from left to right are: 
front row: Beth Totheroh, Brandi Jensen, Melissa Storm and Sara Seyfert; back row: Quentin Schaumburg, Tim 
Schaumburg, Ken Lehman, Bob Storm and Tracy Scherf. 

Behold to perform Lenten program at several area churches 



Weather 
 Mostly cloudy today. High 47. Tonight, mostly clear. 
Low 32. Tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 46, low 26. 

Loan continued from other side 

“We tried - perhaps not hard enough,” he said. 
 While loans will be taken off the books, that doesn’t 
mean borrowers are off the hook. Ald. Brandon Hamilton 
said the city is reallocating the loans, not dismissing them. 
 In related action, the council voted 7-0 approved a reso-
lution declaring loans to Hooverville Junction, Chad 
Yaden and Tim Strawser paid in full.  
 Yaden abstained on the vote. 
 Goodwine said he remembers receiving the final pay-
ments but that no record of them can be found. 
 The revolving loan program was started using money 

Obituaries 
 ALLEN - Charles Andrew Allen, 90. of Cissna Park, 
died Saturday, March 16, 2019 at Iroquois Resident 
Home, Watseka. Visitation will be 4-8 p.m. Friday at 
Knapp Funeral Home, Cissna Park, and 10 a.m. until 
the 11 a.m. funeral Saturday at Milford United Method-
ist Church. Burial will be in Amity Cemetery, Good-
wine, with military rites by Cissna Park American Le-
gion Post 527. Memorials are suggested to the church, 
Cissna Park Fire Department, Cissna Park American 
Legion Post 527 or donor’s choice. 

Schumacher Electric borrowed from the state, which was 
repaid to the city to create the revolving loans fund. 
 Brian Lawson was the first person to utilize the pro-
gram, taking out a loan to open Global Fashions in 1992. 
That loan was repaid in five years. 
 Revolving loans were considered high risk because 
they could only be made to projects or borrowers not 
considered bank-worthy, Goodwine said. 
 The repayment history shows many certainly were 
not bank-worthy. “We didn’t expect the amount paid 
back to be 100 percent but 37 percent is pretty low,” 
Goodwine said. 
 Illinois stopped the program because, like 
Hoopeston, other communities had high rates of loan 
failure. About $30,000 was left when the state ended 
the program. That money went into the city’s general 
fund, Goodwine said. 
 During the public comment part of the meeting, 
Stan Steiner asked, “Doesn’t anyone keep track of 

them? If you’ve got more money you want to get rid 
of, I could use a loan.” 
 Mayor Bill Crusinberry said the early loans were 
kept track of in ledgers with paper receipts. “There 
was too much room for error,” he said. 
 Now, the city’s finances are computerized, he add-
ed. 

Classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

Outlaw Automotive Performance and Fabrication is looking for 
an experienced automotive technician. Must have own tools, 
driver’s license, be reliable and not afraid of flat rate. Pay based 
on experience, abilities. Serious applicants will call (217) 304-
9213 and apply in person. We work on all makes, models.  

We are currently hiring for our Verizon location next to 
McDonald's in Hoopeston! If you’re interesting in a career in 
sales where you can earn a base plus commission, this position 
just might be for you. The successful candidate will love sales 
and technology and have a competitive spirit. Position has 
hourly base, commission package and awesome benefits. Email 
resume to seth@alstiremart.com or stop by the store for more 
information. 

The City of Hoopeston is now accepting applications for Sea-
sonal Employees for several of our departments.  Applications 
are available at City Hall, 301 W Main St. Hoopeston. 

Silgan Containers is hiring press mechanics. Please visit https://
silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/Posting/
view/9958 for more info and to apply online.   

HOUSES FOR RENT 

2 Bedroom house, one story, washer & dryer room, refinished 
hardwood floors. $500 month + deposit 217-283-7439 

Email publish@justthefacts.net    

or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 


