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 Hoopeston Area schools and the district superinten-
dent will part ways at the end of the school year. 
 At a special meeting Sunday night, the board ap-
proved a mutual separation agreement although 
Hesser’s name was not part of the official action. 
 On a motion from board President Mark Schaum-
burg and seconded by Lawrence Jahn, the board voted 
unanimously to accept the agreement.  
 A press release issued after the meeting said both 
Hesser and the board decided to end their contractual 
relationship on June 30. 
 The board and Hesser met in the district office at 
7:30 p.m. Sunday. The board immediately went into 
closed session and Hesser left the conference room, 
going to her adjacent office. 
 At about 8 p.m., Hesser returned to the conference 
room and shortly after, the board came out of execu-
tive session and approved the separation agreement. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 
 The press release, which was to be distributed to 

Hesser, Hoopeston Area to part ways at school year’s end 
staff Monday, states 
that “it is important to 
the parties that this is 
not a result of fault or 
misconduct, but ra-
ther a mutual agree-
ment after a number 
of unrelated, unusual 
and distracting per-
sonnel issues, differ-
ence in  educational 
philosophies and the 
Superintendent’s de-
sire to explore other 
educational opportu-
nities.” 
 In the press release, 
the board acknowl-
edged Hesser’s con-
tributions to the dis-

trict, including improved school safety and imple-
menting policies for the betterment of staff and re-
cruitment efforts. She also engaged the community to 
focus on mental health and trauma informed practices 
and drafted and received grants for enhanced profes-
sional development and programming, the release 
said. 
 Hesser was hired March 14, 2017, with a three-year 
contract and a base salary of $120,000. She began 
leading the district July 1, 2017. 
 Hoopeston Area was her first superintendent’s posi-
tion and her first teaching job, as well. 
 She came to Hoopeston Area in 1995 as a fifth 
grade teacher. She left in 2002, where she served as 
principal for Sterling grade schools until 2014, when 
she returned to the classroom as a fifth grade teacher 
while working on her doctorate. 
 Hesser did not immediately respond to email ques-
tions about what lies ahead for her. 

dyroswank@gmail.com 

HESSER 

   Briefly 
At the library 

 Hoopeston Public Library will close at 5 p.m. Wednes-
days, March 20 and 27, for staff development training. 
 Upcoming events at Hoopeston Public Library include: 
 Stitchin’ Time, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Wednesday. Crochet 
instruction provided or bring your own projects. All nee-
dle crafters welcome. 
 Census Job Drive, 3-7 p.m. Thursday. Get assistance 
in applying to become a census taker.  
 Big Bang Thursday, 3:30 p.m. Thursday. Weird, 
wacky science for kids in grades 3-5. 
 Cooking the Books, 6-7 p.m. Thursday. “Luck of the 
Irish” is the theme. Choose a recipe from our special 
section and we’ll copy it. Make it and bring it to the li-
brary to share with others. Bring serving uten- 

See BRIEFLY on other side 



Weather 
 Mostly sunny today. High 53. Tonight, mostly cloudy. 
Low 34. Tomorrow, showers likely, then cloudy. High 
50, low 34. 

Briefly continued from other side 
sils. Drinks and table service are provided. 
 Littles @ the Library 10:30-11 a.m. Friday. For chil-
dren ages 0-5 with parents, grandparents or day care pro-
viders, featuring stories, songs, crafts, learning and move-
ment activities. 
 Tree Climbers genealogy workshop, 10-11 a.m. For 
beginners to those who want to take their search to the 
next level. Learn to use HPL’s online resources, includ-
ing Ancestry.com. 

Softball signups 
 Hoopeston Area Softball Association will hold signups 
for the season on Saturday and Sunday, March 23 and 24. 
Register from 12-2 p.m. at Hoopeston City Hall, 301 W. 
Main. 

Breast cancer support group to meet 
 Hoopeston Breast Cancer Support Group meets at 6 
p.m. the third Thursday of each month at The Pit Stop at 
Fast Lanes Bowling Alley. The next meeting will be 
March 21. 
 Please join us for a meeting to offer support to past and 
present breast cancer survivors. For more information, 
call Pat Foster, (815) 984-4040 or (309) 208-9829. 

Hygiene product collection 
 The Dwelling Place of Vermilion County is collecting 
hygiene supplies for area families.  In March, items may 
be dropped off at McDonald’s, 824 S. Dixie Hwy.. Then, 
from 7:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. April 3, residents may drop 

 Two Pittsburg men were arrested after police were 
called at 12:40 a.m. Saturday to remove them from Ca-
sey’s General Store, 1022 W. Penn. 
 Jeffery Rose 44, and James Rose, 58 were each found 
to be wanted on warrants from Williamson County. They 
were taken to the Public Safety Building in Danville to 
await extradition. 
 Joseph C. Cannon, 46, of Hoopeston, was arrested 
at 1:57 a.m. Saturday in the 300 block of South Third St., 
as police were escorting a woman to her home.  He was 
charged with possession of drug paraphernalia and was 
released on a notice to appear in Hoopeston City Court. 
 James E. Miller II, 25, of Hoopeston, is facing three 
charges following an accident at 3:19 a.m. Saturday in 

and will appear in Vermilion County traffic court. 
 Alvin R. Lovell, 40, of Wellington, was arrested at 
11:57 a.m. Saturday at West Maple and South First Ave. 
on an Iroquois County warrant for aggravated battery. 
Unable to post the required $10,000 bond, he was taken 
to the Iroquois County jail by Iroquois County Sheriff’s 
deputies. 
 Katana Donaldson, 18, of Alvin, was arrested after 
she was stopped for a traffic violation at 2:22 a.m. Sun-
day at Thompson and Fourth St. She was charged with 
possession of drug paraphernalia and was released on a 
notice to appear in Hoopeston City Court. 

From the Blotter 

items off at WHPO, 912 S. Dixie Hwy. 
 Needed products include body wash, shampoo, tooth-
paste, toothbrushes, deodorant, hand soap, lotion, sanitary 
pads/tampons, feminine cleansing wipes, dental floss, 
baby shampoo, disposable diapers, shaving cream, dis-
posable razors, tissues, laundry detergent, all purpose 
cleaners, toilet paper, wash cloths, towels, mouthwash. 

Classifieds 
AUCTIONS 

 Online Auction 
March 19 - 6 p.m. (CST) March 29 

Featuring: Snapper Rider, Furniture, Appliances, Spoon Collec-
tion, Tools, Hoopeston, Rossville Advertisement, 
Old Toys,  Household items, organ and much more 

To Register, Bid and Save, go to  
www.jonwitvoetauctioneer.com 

 

Call 217-304-0442 or 217-748-6289 
Jon Witvoet, Auctioneer 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

2 bedroom upstairs apartment in Hoopeston, private up-
stairs deck, appliances, water included, all electric, shared 
laundry facility. Call 283-7739 

HELP WANTED 

Outlaw Automotive Performance and Fabrication is looking for 
an experienced automotive technician. Must have own tools, 
driver’s license, be reliable and not afraid of flat rate. Pay based 
on experience, abilities. Serious applicants will call (217) 304-
9213 and apply in person. We work on all makes, models.  

We are currently hiring for our Verizon location next to 
McDonald's in Hoopeston! If you’re interesting in a career in 
sales where you can earn a base plus commission, this position 
just might be for you. The successful candidate will love sales 
and technology and have a competitive spirit. Position has 
hourly base, commission package and awesome benefits. Email 
resume to seth@alstiremart.com or stop by the store for more 
information. 

The City of Hoopeston is now accepting applications for Sea-
sonal Employees for several of our departments.  Applications 
are available at City Hall, 301 W Main St. Hoopeston. 

Silgan Containers is hiring press mechanics. Please visit 
https://silgancontainers.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/
Posting/view/9958 for more info and to apply online.   

HOUSES FOR RENT 

2 Bedroom house, one story, washer & dryer room, refinished 
hardwood floors. $500 month + deposit 217-283-7439 

Obituaries 
 DOUD - Ted W. Doud, 78, of Milford, died 
Wednesday, March 13, 2019 at Carle Hoopeston Hos-
pital. Visitation was 10 a.m. until the 1 p.m. funeral 
Saturday at Knapp Funeral Home, Milford. Burial 
was in Sugar Creek Cemetery, Stockland, with mili-
tary rites by Watseka American Legion Post 23 and 
Iroquois County VFW Post 7450. Memorials are sug-
gested to Milford Swimming Pool or Iroquois Memo-
rial Hospice. 
 LOCKHART - Merle Scott Lockhart, 87, of Wel-
lington, died Sunday, March 17, 2019, at OSF 
HealthCare, Urbana. Visitation will be 5-8 p.m. Tues-
day at Anderson Funeral Home, Hoopeston. Funeral 
will be at 11 a.m. Wednesday at Wellington United 
Methodist Church. Burial will follow in Maple Grove 
Cemetery, Milford, with military rites by Hoopeston 
American Legion Post 384. Memorials are suggested 
to the church, Wellington Lions Club or donor’s 
choice. 
 MINIER - Billiejune G. Minier, 88, of Milford, 
died Thursday, March 14, 2019 at Heritage Health, 
Hoopeston. Visitation will be 10 a.m. until the 11:30 
a.m. funeral Monday at Knapp Funeral Home, Mil-
ford. Burial will follow in Sugar Creek Cemetery, 
Stockland. Memorials are suggested to Milford Pool, 
Milford Library or Milford Fire Department. 
 SULLIVAN - June M. Sullivan, 85, of Stockland, 
died Thursday, March 14, 2019 at Flanagan Rehab 
and Healthcare. Graveside service was at 11 a.m. 
Monday at Sugar Creek Cemetery, Stockland. Memo-
rials are suggested to American Cancer Society. 
Knapp Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. 

the 700 block of South First Ave. 
 Police allege Miller, in a 2000 Jeep Carryall, hit a 
parked 2004 Pontiac owned by Deanna L. Smithers, of 
Hoopeston. 
 Miller was charged with leaving the scene of an acci-
dent, reckless driving and illegal transportation of alcohol 

Fire Calls 
 Hoopeston Fire Department was called at 9:45 p.m. 
for a report of a natural gas leak in the 800 block of 
East Wyman. No leak was found. 


