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 A tornado warning in Alabama gave residents just 12 
minutes to prepare for twisters that left 23 people dead. 
 Illinois is no stranger to strong storms and tornadoes 
and the National Weather Service is reminding people to 
prepare during Severe Weather Preparedness Week, 
March 3-9. 
 During the week, Illinois residents are encouraged to 
consider thunderstorms, tor-
nados and flooding and what 
they and their families should 
do in each event. 
 Tornadoes are the most 
severe of Illinois storms. The 
National Weather Service 
recommends thinking now 
about how to deal with a 
tornado, if one should occur. 
 Beforehand, make sure 
family members know the 
safe location in your home. 
Store an emergency kit, with 
food and medicine for family 
and pets, water, lights, medi-
cal supplies, pet supplies and 
an emergency radio in the 
safe location. Identify where 
to go if you are at work or 
school and make a family 
communication plan. 
 During a tornado, go to 
your safe location or storm 
shelter if you are in a mobile 
home. Stay away from windows on the lowest level of 
the building. If caught outside, get in a car, buckle up and 
try to drive to the closest sturdy shelter. Never seek shel-
ter under a bridge and only lie flat in a ditch as a last re-
sort. 
 After a tornado, beware of downed power lines, broken 
gas lines and sharp/dangerous debris. Avoid damaged 

areas. Stay off roads to allow rescue workers to clear 
passage and follow instructions from local officials. 
 Severe thunderstorms can also be deadly, with light-
ning, high winds and hail.  
 Lightning is the most formidable hazard during storms. 
There is no safe place outdoors during a thunderstorm, 
according to the NWS, so the best place to be is indoors. 

To slightly minimize the risk 
of being struck by lightning, 
recommendations include 
avoiding open fields; the tops 
of ridges and hills; tall, isolat-
ed trees; water; wet items 
and metal objects. 
 Tents and open air build-
ings like picnic shelters will 
not protect people from light-
ning. 
 Indoors, do not touch elec-
trical equipment or electron-
ics plugged into the wall; 
stay off corded phones and 
avoid plumbing; stay away 
from windows and doors and 
stay off porches; and do not 
lie on concrete floors or lean 
against concrete walls. 
 Motorists in a hardtop car 
are safe from lightning if 
they close all windows and 
do not touch metal objects in 
the car. NWS recommends 

pulling to the side of the road and turning on hazard 
lights for safety. 
 Both tornados and thunderstorms can result in flooding, 
the final warm weather severe weather hazard. People are 
advised not to drive through floodwaters, around barri-
cades on flooded streets and not walk into floodwaters. 
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NWS marks Severe Weather Preparedness Week March 3-9 

Storm spotter training April 10 

 A storm spotter training class will be held 
Wednesday, April 10 at the Tilton Community 
Center, 612 W. Fifth St., Tilton, for anyone wish-
ing to become a certified storm spotter. 
 Severe storm spotters are a vital part of the 
warning process. Spotters provide critical, poten-
tially live saving information to their communities 
and surrounding locations and to NWS forecasters 
who are using the reports to help issue warnings 
and keep the public updated during severe weath-
er events. 
 Anyone with an interest is welcome to attend a 
spotter class. Children (under the age of 18) are 
welcome to attend the class, however, they will not 
be considered official spotters. There is no cost for 
this training, just 2 1/2 hours of your time for the 
class. 
 The spotter training class is designed for people 
new to severe storm spotting, as well as those that 
need refresher training. The training is comprised 
of all of the information that spotters need to be 
effective and stay safe.  



Weather 
 Chance of wintry mix, then mostly cloudy today. 
High 38. Tonight, mostly cloudy. Low 29. Tomorrow, 
showers. High 48, low 33. Sunday, partly sunny, 
breezy. High 42, low 26. 

Weather continued from other side 

 Residents should also know severe storm terminology, 
including 

 Watch: whether for a tornado or severe thunder-
storm, a watch means conditions could lead to the for-
mation of severe weather. This is the time to prepare to 
take action in case the situation escalates to a  
 Warning: in the case of a tornado, one has been 
spotted or indicated by radar. There is imminent danger 
and action should be taken immediately to seek safe shel-
ter. In the case of a severe thunderstorm warning, action 
should be taken to keep away from hazards both inside 
and outdoors. 
 Tornado Emergency: an exceedingly rare situation 
with a severe threat to human life and catastrophic dam-
age due to a confirmed violent tornado. Immediately seek 
refuge in the safest location possible. 

   Briefly 
At the library 

 Upcoming events at Hoopeston Public Library include: 
 Littles @ the Library 10:30-11 a.m. Friday. For chil-
dren ages 0-5 with parents, grandparents or day care pro-
viders, featuring stories, songs, crafts, learning and move-
ment activities. 
 Writers Group, 1-2 p.m. Monday. A self-directed 
group that meets to discuss publishing, sharing ideas and 
constructive critiques of each other’s work. 
 Teen Design S quad, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Monday. For 
grades 5-8. Explore engineering and other technology 
with fun, high-energy, hands-on programs. 
 Be My Neighbor, 6-7:30 p.m. A move for preschool-
third grade, sponsored by WILL Media. 
 Homeschool Gathering, 10-10:30 a.m. Tuesday. Lo-

From the Blotter 
 Owin Card, 19, of Bismarck, was arrested after he was 
stopped for a traffic violation at 2:14 a.m. Wednesday at 
Orange and Euclid. He was charged with driving while 
license suspended, operating an uninsured vehicle and no 
taillights when required and was released on notices to 
appear in Vermilion County traffic court. 

cal homeschool families invited to share ideas. Bring the 
kids. Activities, refreshments. 

Senior Dance 
 Hoopeston Multi Agency’s Senior Dance will be held 
Saturday, March 9 at the agency, 206 S. First Ave. A 
meal will be served form 5-6 with the band from 6-8. 
Cost is $5 per person. Call to reserve a spot, (217) 283-

5544. 

Pastor installation 

 Hoopeston Community Church of the Nazarene is 
pleased to announce the installation of the Rev. Tom 
McCann as the church’s new pastor. McCann will be 
installed at 3 p.m. Sunday, March 10. Installation and a 
reception afterwards will be at the church, 402 E. Honey-
well. Please join us as we begin a new chapter in our 
church history.   

It’s back! 
 Koffee and Konversation is starting up again at 8:30 
a.m. Tuesday at Hoopeston United Methodist Church, 
403 E. Main.  Everyone is welcome! 

Grave blanket removal 
 Grave blankets will be picked up at Floral Hill Ceme-
tery beginning March 8, weather permitting. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

2 bedroom, all appliances, central air, private patio, laundry on 
site. call for info, showing and application. 217 304 6809. Not 
section 8 

COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR RENT 

WILLDON BUILDING - Office space available. Will-
donBuilding.com. Multiple size options. All utilities included in 
rent. Internet. Conference room. Central reception area. Dedi-
cated restrooms. Break room. 

HELP WANTED 

Outlaw Automotive Performance and Fabrication is looking for 
an experienced automotive technician. Must have own tools, 
driver’s license, be reliable and not afraid of flat rate. Pay based 
on experience, abilities. Serious applicants will call (217) 304-

9213 and apply in person. We work on all makes, models.  

We are currently hiring for our Verizon location next to 
McDonald's in Hoopeston! If you’re interesting in a career in 
sales where you can earn a base plus commission, this position 
just might be for you. The successful candidate will love sales 
and technology and have a competitive spirit. Position has 
hourly base, commission package and awesome benefits. Email 
resume to seth@alstiremart.com or stop by the store for more 
information. 

The City of Hoopeston is now accepting applications for Sea-
sonal Employees for several of our departments.  Applications 
are available at City Hall, 301 W Main St. Hoopeston. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

2 Bedroom house, one story, washer & dryer room, refinished 
hardwood floors. $500 month + deposit 217-283-7439 

Spring Cleaning is around the corner! 
Sell unwanted stuff with a  
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