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Community Action Agency reps update on Prairie Meadows II 
 Representatives from local and 
state Community Action Agencies 
updated Hoopeston City Council on 
the status of Prairie Meadows II at 
Tuesday’s Hoopeston City Council 
meeting. 
 Niccole Clements, who worked 
with Hoopeston on Prairie Meadows 
II and I, is former executive vice 
president of Illinois Association of 
Community Action Agencies 
(IACCA) and board member of the 
Illinois Community Action Develop-
ment Corporation (ICADC). She 
introduced Dr. Angele Burns, CEO 
of East Central Illinois Community 
Action Agency and board member of 
the IACCA, and Frankie Atwater, 
who was named IACCA president 
and CEO in January and is also in-
volved with ICADC. 
 Clements reviewed the history of 
Prairie Meadows I, with develop-
ment costs of $5.2 million and how 
the ribbon cutting in 2010 was held 
on the coldest day of the year. 
 She compared that cost with the 
$8.9 million in development costs for 
Prairie Meadows II, saying both 
were “quite an injection into the community.” She 
explained that costs were high due to the nature of the 
program, which offers state tax credits for investors, 
as well as legal fees involved with the program. 
 Prairie Meadows II has 30 homes - compared with 
25 for Prairie Meadows I - all of which are rented. 
Tenant population is four seniors and 26 families. 
“I’m told there’s quite a few kids out there,” Clem-
ents said. 
 Move-in began in October 2018 with 11 units rent-

ed, followed by nine in November 
and 10 in December, she said. 
 Rent is income based, from 30 to 
60 percent of the area median in-
come of $30,431. At Prairie Mead-
ows II, 15 homes are at the 60 per-
cent level, six are at 30 percent, eight 
are at 50 percent, supported by Dan-
ville Housing Authority’s Section 8 
program and one is at 50 percent but 
is not part of the Section 8 program. 
 Clements explained that in the Sec-
tion 8 eligible homes, the designation 
is attached to the homes, not the resi-
dents. 
 The development also has a com-
munity center with kitchen, which 
may be used for such things as home 
ownership classes and volunteer tax 
services. It may also be used by Prai-
rie Meadows residents, but Clements 
hopes access will be expanded to the 
community, too. 
 Prairie Meadows II is expected to 
generate about $34,000 per year in 
additional property tax, she added. 
 Crosspoint Human Services, which 
has managed both developments, 
recently decided to step away from 

property management, Clements said. East Central 
Community Action Agency is looking for a new 
property management firm that can spend days on 
site. Plans are underway to make lawn care a tenant 
responsibility on Prairie Meadows II and eventually 
on the older development, also. 
 Clement said developers are stepping up to pay for a 
problem, which Hoopeston paid to fix.   
 Sanitary waste from Prairie Meadows II feeds to a 
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Weather 
 Mostly sunny today. High 39. Tonight, partly cloudy. 
Low 22. Tomorrow, sunny, chance of showers late. High 
43, low 33. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

2 bedroom, all appliances, central air, private patio, laundry on 
site. call for info, showing and application. 217 304 6809. Not 
section 8 

1 BR apartments for rent, central air, newly redone. Appliances 
included.  Water included.  $425/month. 526 E Main and 101 S 
5th St.  Call or text (217) 427-8365. 

1 BR apartment.  Heat and water included.  Appliances includ-
ed.  412 E Main St. $425/month. Call or text 427-8365.   

HELP WANTED 

City of Hoopeston Swimming Pool is accepting applications for 
lifeguards for the 2019 season. Applications are available at 
City Hall, 301 W. Main St. 7 a.m.-4 p.m. M-F.  

Part time CNAs 1st and 2nd shift. Must be able to work week-
ends and holidays. Apply in person at Autumn Fields Adult 
Community, 325 E. Orange St., Hoopeston IL 60942. Please, 
no phone inquiries. 

Hoopeston Area CUSD #11 is looking for a full-time dis-
trict custodian. If interested, please apply online or in per-
son at the District Office. Online applications can be found 
on the school website, www.hoopeston.k12.il.us. Please 
call the district office at 217-283-6668 if you have any 
questions. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

2 Bedroom house, one story, washer & dryer room, refinished 
hardwood floors. $500 month + deposit 217-283-7439 

Available March 1: 3 BR 1 BA duplex $475 + Sec Dep. Refer-
ences, No pets. Call 217-304-3477. Agent owned 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 

2002 Ford 150 Econoline full size conversion van. Blue Book 
$5,200, asking only $3,000 OBO. (217) 772-1460 

To place your ad: 

publish@justthefacts.net   (217) 283-9348 
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lift station at Prairie Meadows I. Because of the in-
creased amount of waste, larger pumps were installed 
but electric capacity was not also increased, causing 
circuits issues.  
 Hoopeston paid electrician and material costs to 

keep the pumps running. Those costs will be refunded 
to the city, she said. 
 In other business, the council: 

•  Approved, 5-0, allowing the mayor to sign for a 
new gas aggregator program for city properties. Good 
Energy, which handles the city’s electric aggregation, 
has started one for gas, Goodwine said. 
 Voting in favor were aldermen Ryan Anderson, 
Brandon Hamilton, Bill Goodwine and Lourdine 
Florek. Mayor Bill Crusinberry cast the last needed 
vote. 
 Aldermen Alex Houmes, Carl Ankenbrand, Bill 
McElhaney and Chad Yaden were absent. 

•  Voted 5-0 to continue the annual $2,500 pay-
ment to Vermilion Metropolitan Enforcement Group 
(V-MEG), a drug interdiction agency. 

•  Unanimously approved Brad Hardcastle as new 
Hoopeston EMA director. Hardcastle, who is also an 
auxiliary officer, has served as interim director after 
Scott Strawser resigned. 

•  Approved 5-0 a professional service agreement 
with Donohue and Associates engineering of Cham-
paign. C2 Engineering, which the city has been using, 
recently merged with Donohue.  

Iroquois Memorial, Riverside hospitals discontinue talks 
 Successful talks last year resulted in the purchase of 
Iroquois Memorial Hospital’s ambulance service by 
Kankakee-based Riverside Healthcare, a change imple-
mented January 1. 
 Talks between the two about merging their medical 
facilities were not as successful. 
 Last October, both sides announced talks to look into 
merging. Nonbinding letters of intent were signed to allow 
IMH and Riverside to explore merging the Watseka-based 
hospital into the Riverside organization. 
 It was announced last week that talks had ended. 
 “Iroquois Memorial Hospital has been an integral part of 
Iroquois County since 1916, said Tim Smith, IMH CEO 
“We want to make it clear that we are still committed to 
bringing the best healthcare to the community and that 
ending talks with Riverside will not affect that in any 

way.” 
 “We will always put the needs of the community first 
and honor our commitment to the patients we serve,” said 
IMH board Chairman Roger Dittrich 
 Riverside president and CEO Phil Kambic said River-
side will continue its presence in Iroquois County. “With 
our campus in Watseka and facility in Gilman, we are 
committed to meet the health care needs of the region,” 
Kambic said in a news release. “We will continue to work 
with officials at IMH to ensure we are serving the com-
munity in the most efficient way.” 
 IMH is collaborating with other local healthcare facili-
ties to bring additional providers to the 84-bed hospital.  
 It was also announced that Dr. M. Hytham Beck will 
remain at IMH as a general surgeon. “I am happy to con-
tinue to serve the people of Iroquois County,” he said. 
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