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Hoopeston Chamber President Valarie Hinkle, with hand raised, prays at the ribbon cutting of the new First Farmers 
Bank and Trust facility. An open house and ribbon cutting ceremony were held February 12. Also pictured are, hold-
ing ribbon from left, Sandi Lewis, Brenda Dunavan, Judie Rush, Beth Bray Knecht, Stephanie Law, Hinkle, Branch 
Manager Brandi Totheroh and Jessie Atchie and back, Becky Milburn, Lisa Danner, Felicia Morris, Emma Boyd, 
Natalie Pettice, Kip Hollowell, Rich Eisenmann, Kensey Kunkel, Tade Powell and Marla Hanes. 

First Farmers Bank and Trust celebrates new facility 

 Green and white balloons, cake and other refresh-
ments marked the grand opening of Hoopeston’s new 
First Farmers Bank and Trust facility last Tuesday. 
 The daylong event welcomed customers and guests 
to the 3,200 sq. ft. structure at 905 S. Dixie Hwy., 
which merges the bank’s two previous locations. 
 The bank, which had facilities at 901 S. Dixie Hwy., 
and 221 Bank St., decided in 2017 to consolidate their 
operations. Hoopeston Retirement Village Foundation 
purchased land for the new location for $1,000 from 

the City of Hoopeston. Construction took place in 
2018 and the bank’s first opening day in its new loca-
tion was January 7. 
 Buyers are being sought for the other buildings. 
 ”Our entire organization is proud of our new branch 
and we are glad that we have brought something new 
and unique to the area,” said branch manager Brandi 
Totheroh. “We feel that the new facility has many 
advantages to offer the Hoopeston community such as 

See BANK on other side 



Weather 
 Partly sunny today. High 33. Tonight, chance of snow, 
then wintry mix. Low 27. Tomorrow, chance of freezing 
rain, then rain. High 38, low 26. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

2 bedroom, all appliances, central air, private patio, laundry on 
site. call for info, showing and application. 217 304 6809. Not 
section 8 

1 BR apartments for rent, central air, newly redone. Appliances 
included.  Water included.  $425/month. 526 E Main and 101 S 
5th St.  Call or text (217) 427-8365. 

1 BR apartment.  Heat and water included.  Appliances includ-
ed.  412 E Main St. $425/month. Call or text 427-8365.   

HELP WANTED 

City of Hoopeston Swimming Pool is accepting applications for 
lifeguards for the 2019 season. Applications are available at 
City Hall, 301 W. Main St. 7 a.m.-4 p.m. M-F.  

Part time CNAs 1st and 2nd shift. Must be able to work week-
ends and holidays. Apply in person at Autumn Fields Adult 
Community, 325 E. Orange St., Hoopeston IL 60942. Please, 
no phone inquiries. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

2 Bedroom house, one story, washer & dryer room, refinished 
hardwood floors. $500 month + deposit 217-283-7439 

Available March 1: 3 BR 1 BA duplex $475 + Sec Dep. Refer-
ences, No pets. Call 217-304-3477. Agent owned 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 

2002 Ford 150 Econoline full size conversion van. Blue Book 
$5,200, asking only $3,000 OBO. (217) 772-1460 

Spring Cleaning is around the corner! 

Sell unwanted stuff with a  
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 Mike Webb, owner of Okinawan School of Karate, 
is offering a free Personal Protection Adult Gun & 
Knife Seminar from 11 a.m.-noon Saturday at OSK, 
208 E. Main, Hoopeston. 
 We hope to never be in this situation but if we ever 
are I would hope that we could fight back. 

 Kurtis J. Simpson, 34, of Hoopeston, was ar rest-
ed at 3:31 p.m. Thursday in the 200 block of East 
Main. Wanted on a Vermilion County warrant, he 
was taken to the Public Safety Building in Danville. 
 No tickets or injuries were repor ted in an acci-
dent at 6:59 p.m. Thursday in the 400 block of East 
Seminary.  
 Police said Charlo Kuntz, of Hoopeston, in a 2013 
Nissan, struck the side driver mirror of a parked 2017 
Subaru owned by Beth Burchett, of Wellington. 

From the Blotter 

 Seth Greedy, 33, of Westville, was ar rested after  
a traffic stop at 9:24 p.m. Thursday in the 100 block 
of West Main. He was charged with driving while 
license suspended and unlawful display of license 
plate and was released on notices to appear in Vermil-
ion County traffic court. 
 No tickets or injuries were repor ted in an acci-
dent at 3:25 p.m. Sunday in the 900 block of West 
Washington. 
 Police said Clayton Hankins, 16, of Hoopeston, was 
turning eastbound from McFerren Park when his 
2002 Dodge SUV slid on the snow and struck the 
front end of a parked 2003 Chevrolet SUV owned by 
Shane Leslie, also of Hoopeston. 

Free personal protection gun/knife seminar set for Saturday 

 No experience necessary. Learn basic techniques 
that are effective and gain confidence in knowing 
there are options in bad situations. You will learn how 
to disarm a weapon, secure it and what to do after-
wards. 
 Because safety is our number one priority, all equip-
ment is either rubber or wood. 
 This seminar is for those ages 16 and older. Partici-
pants are encouraged to bring a partner. All who wish 
to take part in the seminar must sign up before 
Wednesday, Feb. 20 by calling (217) 772-1962 or 
going to the direct link here. 

Photo contributed 

Sweet! 
Tara Sullivan, of Hoopeston, presents Hoopeston Police 
Sgt. Jeremy Welch with Girl Scout cookies for the de-
partment.  

Court Dispositions 
January 3 

 Ambrosio Ybarra III, Rossville, case turned over to 
State of Illinois for further enforcement. 
 Trevor Finnell, Hoopeston, case turned over to 
State of Illinois for further enforcement. 
 Brooke Willard, Hoopeston, case turned over to 
State of Illinois for further enforcement. 
 Kaitlin McGill, Hoopeston, status check February 
7. 
 Crystal Resendez, Hoopeston, status check March 
7. 

Obituaries 
 IRWIN - Opal M. (Lawson) Irwin, 90, of Sour 
Lake, Tex., formerly of Hoopeston, died at 4 p.m. Sun-
day, Feb. 3, 2019, at Silsbee Oaks Health Care. Visitation 
will be 10 a.m. until the 11 a.m. celebration of her life 
Thursday at Blurton Funeral Home, Hoopeston. Burial 
will be in Locust Grove Cemetery. Memorials are sug-
gested to Alzheimer’s Association. 

Bank continued from other side 
 easier customer access and more drive through space. 
We are really excited to be a part of the community and 
bringing it together in one location.”  
 Dave Eikenberry, executive vice president/COO is also 
pleased with the change. “We’re very appreciative of the 
support and cooperation we’ve received from the city and 
local economic development leadership, he said. “We’re 
proud to be investing in Hoopeston and look forward to 
continuing to serve the community.“ 


