
www.justthefacts.net 

Email: 

Wednesday, February 13, 2019 

the  
Phone/Fax: (217) 283-9348 

Lourdine Florek, Owner 

Hoopeston’s only locally-owned daily news publication! 
P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942 

publish@justthefacts.net 

Brodee Herman serves dessert to Steve Nelson at Friday’s Senior Citizen Sweetheart Dinner at Hoopeston Area High 
School.  

HAHS student council hosts 28th Senior Sweetheart Dinner 

 Hoopeston and Rossville area senior citizens had a toe-

tappin’ good time at the 28th annual Senior Citizen 
Sweetheart Dinner Friday at Hoopeston Area High 
School. 
 Sponsored by the school’s student council, the event 
featured a complete pork dinner followed by songs from 

soloists Sydney Long, Alyssa Marshall and Katie Weston 
and music from the school’s jazz band. 
 Ashley Gondzur, student council sponsor, was assisted 
by fellow teacher Dylan Swank. Students Sydney Long 

and Erin Anderson were chairman of the event, which 

 See SWEETHEART on other side 



Weather 

 Sunny, breezy today. High 35. Tonight, mostly cloudy. 
Low 31. Tomorrow, cloudy, chance of rain. High 45, low 
24. 

Obituaries 
 CHERRY - Roy Lee Cherry, 89, of Hoopeston, died at 
10:55 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 10 2019, at home at Autumn 
Fields. Visitation will be 4-7 p.m. Thursday at Anderson 
Funeral Home, Hoopeston. Funeral will be at 11 a.m. 
Friday at First Baptist Church, Hoopeston. Burial will 
follow in Rankin Union Cemetery. Memorials are sug-
gested to IMH Hospice, 200 N. Laird Lane Watseka, IL 
60970, or donor’s choice.  

Thursday, February 21st at 6 pm in the high school li-
brary. I intend to address the board again in the open 
session, public comment portion of the agenda. It is my 
hope that the board will discuss and eventually vote on 
these important issues in open session so we can all hear 
each board member’s position. If you find this situation 
as troubling as I do, please join me at the board meeting. 
Too often, we let the vocal minority determine what hap-
pens to our country and to our right as citizens and tax 
payers to have our values represented.  
 I am thankful my family and my school taught me the 
greatness of this country and how to respect the flag 
through the pledge and national anthem.  Not all students 
have family to help teach them about the sacrifices so 
many men and women and their families have made. We 
must make sure our school still provides this valuable 
information for the future of our children and our coun-
try. 

Kevin  Moore 

Hoopeston 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

2 bedroom, all appliances, central air, private patio, laundry on 
site. call for info, showing and application. 217 304 6809. Not 
section 8 

HELP WANTED 

City of Hoopeston Swimming Pool is accepting applications for 
lifeguards for the 2019 season. Applications are available at 
City Hall, 301 W. Main St. 7 a.m.-4 p.m. M-F.  

Part time CNAs 1st and 2nd shift. Must be able to work week-
ends and holidays. Apply in person at Autumn Fields Adult 
Community, 325 E. Orange St., Hoopeston IL 60942. Please, 
no phone inquiries. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

2 Bedroom house, one story, washer & dryer room, refinished 
hardwood floors. $500 month + deposit 217-283-7439 

Available March 1: 3 BR 1 BA duplex $475 + Sec Dep. Refer-
ences, No pets. Call 217-304-3477. Agent owned 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 

2002 Ford 150 Econoline full size conversion van. Blue Book 
$5,200, asking only $3,000 OBO. (217) 772-1460 

Email publish@justthefacts.net  

or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

FFA Alumni say “thank you!” 
 Hoopeston Area Alumni FFA thanks everyone for 
making our fourth annual auction a huge success. To all 
the businesses and individual who donated items and 
made donation we could not of had such a great auction 
without your generosity and support. Thank you so much 
for supporting the FFA and the kids 
 To all the bidders and individuals that came out on a 
snowy Saturday night, ready to support the auction with 
your generous bids,  thank you so much. Your willing 

"bid and buy" is what makes the auction successful and a 
very fun night. Thank you for your support. 
 We live in a great community with generous people 
and your willingness to give back to support the FFA is 
fantastic. 
 Mark your calendar for next year's auction January 25th 
and the Legion 

Hoopeston Area FFA Alumni 

Failure to stand for pledge causes concern 
 Over Christmas break, I was shocked to learn from my 
two sons that there is a teacher at Hoopeston Area High 
School who refuses to stand and recite the “Pledge of 
Allegiance” at the beginning of the school day. Neither of 
my sons have ever had instruction from the teacher is 
question but this is apparently a topic among the students 
at school.  
 Under “Curriculum” (Section 6.60) of the Hoopeston 
Area Board Policy Manual dated 10-16-18; Item 7 states 
the following: In all schools, citizenship values must be 
taught, including: (a) patriotism, (b) democratic princi-
ples of freedom, justice, and equality, (c) proper use and 
display of the American flag, (d) the Pledge of Alle-
giance, and (e) the voting process. 
 This board has affirmed through the adoption of this 
policy that these are the values of this community and 
should be taught to our students. Not standing, showing 
respect for the flag and reciting the pledge is a direct con-
tradiction to the citizenship values outlined. One leads 
and one teaches by example. 

 I addressed the board in closed session at the January 
board meeting. It was not my desire to go into closed 
session, that was a decision made by the board/
administration. It was their concern that this was a per-
sonnel matter which should be handled in executive ses-
sion. It was and will not be my intention to turn this into a 
vendetta against the individual teacher. It is important for 
the individual teachers’ name not to be part of the discus-
sion so that we can address the core issue of enforcing 
policy already in place and strengthening the policy to 
prevent all types of anti-American propaganda being 
taught to impressionable students.  
 I pointed out to the board that the policy is a condition 
of employment. It is no different than not allowing teach-
ers to have a beer during their lunch, smoke in the teach-
er’s lounge, or wear bikini tops and short skirts. Most 
people who have jobs have conditions of employment. If 
you want the job, you accept those conditions. If you 
don’t like the conditions of employment, you have the 
freedom to go and find a different job whose conditions 
you can accept.  
 When teachers are on their own time, they have the 
freedom to act any way the law, a condition of citizen-
ship just like policy is a condition of employment, allows.  
Notice that the last two sentences emphasize that the 
teachers/citizens have freedom; freedom paid for by the 
same soldiers who defend the flag they refuse to pledge 
allegiance to. 
 The school board has subsequently indicated to me that 
they have no intention to take a stand against this policy 
violation. 
 The February school board meeting is scheduled for 

Letters to the Editor 

From the Blotter 

 A postal carrier found a Trac Phone Monday in 
the 300 block of West Elm. The owner may identify 
and claim it at the police station 

 Linsey Warner, 32, of Hoopeston, was charged 
with theft after a Hoopeston woman reported at 4:33 
p.m. Monday that money was missing from the 200 
block of South Market. She was released on a notice 
to appear in Hoopeston City Court. 

Sweetheart continued from other side 

also included help from 58 students, two advisors and 
the cafeteria and building and grounds staff, Gondzur 
said. 
 With 184 reservations, attendance was less than last 
year’s 204 reservations, possibly attributed to this 
winter’s frigid temperatures. 


