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Grant Township to fund stone repair, restoration at Red Top  
had been discussed by the board for a while and repairs 
were done as finances allowed. “We have been restoring a 
stone here and there over the years,” she said.  
 After receiving a $16,000 estimate to repair about 30 
gravestones, Deck started researching companies for price 
comparisons, but also for those specializing in restoration. 
“I ran across Stonehugger and Helen came to look at the 
cemetery and evaluated what services she had to offer,” 
she said. 
 Stonehugger’s estimate of $36,950 “is costly,” Deck 
admitted, “but in the long run, it will save us.” The esti-
mate includes resetting and cleaning 60 tablets, resetting 
the base, cleaning and mortaring 30 monuments, resetting, 
cleaning and mortaring 14 large monuments, resetting 
cleaning and mortaring one extra-large monument and 
resetting the base, cleaning and mortaring five granite 
stones. There are also 12 footstones and 10 tablets that 
will be cleaned.  

See RED TOP on other side 

Hoopeston man to take reins 
of county board in September 
 A Hoopeston man has been selected to lead the Ver-
milion County Board, starting in September. 
 At a caucus Monday night, Republican members of 
the county board unanimously selected Larry Baughn 
to replace outgoing chairman Mike Marron, who is 
stepping down September 7 to fill the unexpired term 
of Chad Hays (R-Catlin). 
 Hays will become the executive director of 
Crosspoint Human Services in Danville. 
 A Rossville native, Baughn is a former Hoopeston 
alderman, representing Ward 3. He was elected to the 
county board in November 2014. His letter of resigna-
tion from the city council was read at its June 2, 2015 
meeting. 
 Baughn is station manager at WHPO radio. He and 
his wife, McKenzie, have two daughters. 

 An historic cemetery is getting a makeover, thanks to 
Grant Township officials. 
 Red Top Cemetery, which is under the township’s care, 
will undergo restoration of its gravestones, some which 
are now unreadable. Helen Wildermuth and her 
Stonehugger Cemetery Restoration, Inc., crew were se-
lected to do the work. 
 Nashville, Ind.-based Stonehugger has a long history of 
renovations of historic cemeteries, not only in its home 
state, but also in Illinois, Colorado, Kentucky, Michigan, 
Ohio, Iowa and Wisconsin. 
 Megan Deck, Grant Township Supervisor, said restor-
ing the cemetery, which has been in existence since 1855, 



Weather 

 Chance of showers, patchy fog today. High 80. To-
night, mostly clear. Low 62. Tomorrow, sunny. High 84, 
low 63. 

Red Top continued from other side 
 Stonehugger takes before and after pictures of its work 
and will put them in a binder for the township to have. 
 In total, 132 markers will be restored and preserved. 
Deck said Findagrave.com indicates there are 240 graves 
at Red Top, but not all are marked. The cemetery includes 
a Potter’s Field, for people who could not afford a proper 
burial and there is an unmarked area in the cemetery, as 
well. 
 Trustees approved the project last year, to be done in 
this fiscal year. Work is expected to be done this month. 
 Grant Township is responsible for routine maintenance 

Obituaries 
 SEALS - Dennis Wade “Pa” Seals, 86, of Hoopeston, 
died at 11:15 p.m. Friday, July 27, 2018 at Accolade 
Healthcare of Paxton. Visitation will be held from 10 
a.m. until the 11 a.m. funeral Wednesday at Anderson 
Funeral Home, Hoopeston. Burial will be in Rossville 
Cemetery with military rites by Hoopeston American 
Legion Post 384. Memorials are suggested to Rossville 
Church of Christ,514 E. Attica St., Rossville IL 60963. 

From the Blotter 
 A 14-year-old Hoopeston juvenile was ar rested 
at 12:14 a.m. Monday in the 100 block of North Mar-
ket. The youth was charged with curfew violation and 
was released to a guardian on a notice to appear in 
Hoopeston City Court. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Honeywell Apartments: 2 BR, includes water, heat, pest con-
trol, off street parking (815) 984-4513 

HELP WANTED 

Part time office receptionist. Starting 20 hours per week but 
could work into full time. Must be able to multi-task, work great 
with public and MUST have great follow-up skills. Send re-
sume to Box A, c/o Just the Facts, P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 
60942. 

CRIS Healthy-Aging Center is looking for part-time  Meal Site 
Manager for Hoopeston. 
Ideal candidate will have restaurant experience. Will require 
obtaining an Illinois Food Service Sanitation license within 90 
days. Manager will provide direction to volunteers in packing 
food for the “Meals on Wheels” deliveries and serving catered 
lunches to seniors.  Hours are 10:00 a.m. – 1:00p.m., on Tues-
day & Friday averaging 6 – 7 hours per week. Background 
check required. EOE 

Submit resume to hr@agestrong.org or to CRIS Healthy Aging 
Center, 309 N. Franklin, Danville, IL 61832 

Outlaw Automotive and Performance is looking for a mechanic/
technician. Pay is flat rate on a 1099. Hourly wages based on 
ability, speed, accuracy. Hours are 8-5 Monday-Friday. We 
work on all makes and models. Must be a team player and be 
able to work independently. Apply in person with completed 
resume at 1919 E 500 N Rd, Milford IL  

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Available August 15: 1 BR fully furnished house. Utilities fur-
nished. Heat, central air, water sewer garbage, and basic cable. 
One yr lease required. No pets, no smoking. $650/month plus 
one month deposit.  

Call 217 304-8573 for application and viewing. 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

China cabinet, end tables, dressers, Complete queen bed and 
complete day bed. Call 217-283-6021 and leave a message, if 
no answer.  

RUMMAGE SALES 

HOOPESTON: 503 Judson (in alley) Fri & Sat 7-1. Round 
metal patio table, small wooden table, lots of Christmas, includ-
ing 2 ceramic trees; dishes, quilts with shams, pillows. Every-
thing priced to sell. 

MILFORD: 210 W. Walnut. Multi family sale Friday, 8 a.m.-8 
p.m., Saturday, 8 a.m.-? Size 2(XS)-16(1X), household items 
Something for everyone! Find your treasure! 

Email publish@justthefacts.net  
or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

of the cemetery, in-
cluding mowing, 
landscaping, tree care 
and maintaining the 
fence and graves. 
 Red Top Cemetery 
was created in 1855 
when the North Fork 
River became im-
passible for burials at 
Mann’s Chapel Cem-
etery. Coffins were 
usually taken across 
the river by a boy 
who would tie a cas-
ket to a horse, then 
ride the rose across 
the river. Since that 
was not possible 
during this time, the 
first grave was dug 
behind the old school 
house, now known as Red Top Cemetery.  
 Among those buried there are a Revolutionary War 
soldier and one from the Civil War, Deck said. 

Photo contributed 
A grave marker in need of repair 
at Red Top Cemetery. 


