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Mel Lollar, Teasdale Foods plant manager, gives a presentation as Cody Moore, Bill Boose, and Ji Richards, members 
of the Hoopeston Planning/Zoning Commission, listen. 

Planning commission recommends Lincoln Street closure 

  A proposal to close West Lincoln Street received unani-
mous approval from the Hoopeston Planning/Zoning 
Commission Monday. 
 That approval did not come easily, as members of the 
commission and the public peppered representatives of 
Teasdale Foods with questions and concerns. 
 Mel Lollar, plant manager, said the project will allow for 
safety for forklift operators driving between buildings, 
warehousing space and much-needed loading docks, as 
well as overall business growth but residents and some 
commission members focused on illegal truck traffic on 
Lincoln; possible alternative traffic routes, especially in 
emergency situations; how closure would affect emergen-
cy services; and the inconvenience of closing the street. 

 On the company side, Lollar outlined the history of the 
plant, which Teasdale purchased in 2012 from Hoopeston 
Foods. He showed plant growth in cases, from 3,548,000 
in 2008 to a projected 7,145,721 this year, an increase of 
201 percent. 
 Teasdale has seen 210 percent growth in pounds of 
beans and corn, going from 85, 918,095 in 2008 to an 
estimated 180,533,521 this year. 
 Hiring has also increased, from a total 153 employees in 
2013 to 215 this year. Numbers include administrators, 
members of the Teamsters and Bakery, Confectionery, 
Tobacco Workers and Grain Millers unions and tempo-
rary employees. 

See COMMISSION on other side 



Weather 

 Sunny today. High 80. Tonight, mostly clear. Low 57. 
Tomorrow, mostly sunny, chance of storms late. High 81, 
low 65. 

Commission continued from other side 

 Teasdale has also invested in the plant, with $2,777,909 
expected to be spent on capital improvements this year 
and a five-year total of $6,501,909.  
 This year’s upgrades include rebuilding hydrostatic 
cookers to increase their longevity, at a cost of $619,000; 
$1.4 million for a new Knapp tray line; $525,565 for a 
Knapp bundler and $225,000 for a color sorter. 
 After Lollar’s presentation, commissioners questioned 
him about the proposal. Commissioner Jeff Wise asked if 
a traffic study had been done. “We didn’t do one,” Lollar 
answered, adding Teasdale sent letters to neighbors on 
Lincoln and received only one negative response. 
 In discussing truck drivers who illegally use Lincoln to 
get to the plant, commission Chairman Jim Richards sug-
gested GPS directions as the reason. When the rail cross-
ing was closed for several weeks, GPS still showed Lin-
coln as the way to get to Teasdale, causing trucks to have 
to back up or make sharp turns to get out of the area. 
“That’s the one thing that has to be fixed one way or the 
other,” he said. 
 Drivers who call the plant are told to use Second Ave., 
Richards added. 
 Both sides discussed possible signage on Rt. 9, directing 
drivers to not turn on Lincoln, but Wise minimized the 
benefit. “It won’t make any difference. People won’t pay 
attention,” he said. 
 Paul and Angie Kelnhofer, owners of Paul’s Auto and 
Truck Repair’s, own a storage facility for towed vehicles 
close to the railroad tracks, are not in favor of the closure 
and asked several questions about the impact action would 
have on children walking to Maple School and whether 
the school was notified; whether anyone considered the 
impact to other businesses in the area; what had been done 
to adjust the flow of semis currently going down Lincoln; 
and others. 
 Apolinar Solis Jr., and Kellie Ferrell, who both live in 

Obituaries 

 SHEPARD - Elizabeth R. (Lutz) Shepard, 91, of 
Wisconsin, formerly of Rankin, died Wednesday July 
11, 2018 at Glenhaven in Glenwood, Wis. Visitation 
will be from 10:15 a.m. until the 11 a.m. memorial 
service Saturday at Boyceville United Methodist 
Church. Burial will be held Saturday, July 28 in Ran-
kin Union Cemetery. Arrangements are by Chippewa 
Valley Cremation Services, Altoona, Wis., assisted by 
Knapp Funeral Home, Rankin. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Large 3 bedroom apartment, down stairs, washer dryer hook up, 
$475 month 217-418-3121 

Hoopeston - 2 Bedrooms - 1 Bath.  All appliances. W/D 
hook up.  Full Basement.  Patio.  In a 4-Plex. Non Smok-
ing. Ready to move into. 217-260-2546 Text or leave a 
message.  

HELP WANTED 

Accepting applications for help in deli/bakery. Part-time hours 
only. Must be available evenings. Apply Hoopeston IGA.  

Daytime server positions available at Danville Country Club. 
Great atmosphere and salary. Call clubhouse, 217-442-5213 
for more information or stop by.  

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

China cabinet, end tables, dressers, Complete queen bed 
and complete day bed. Call 217-283-6021 and leave a mes-
sage, if no answer.  

NOTICES 

Sealed Bids will be received by the City of Hoopeston, IL 
for the demolition, removal, and reclamation of the follow-
ing properties: 

 205 E Main St. Hoopeston, IL 

        220 E Main St. Hoopeston, IL 

        222 Bank St. Hoopeston, IL 

        202 & 204 N Market St. Hoopeston, IL 

Bid openings will be Tuesday, July 17, 2018 at 4 PM at 
City Municipal Building 

Bid Specifications can be picked up at Hoopeston Munici-
pal Building 301 W Main St. Hoopeston, IL 

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to 
waive technicalities in bidding. 

Gail Lane 

City Clerk 

Publication Date 

Wednesday, July 18, 2018 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Email publish@justthefacts.net  

or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

the area, expressed concern about the danger semis pose, 
especially to children. Solis spoke of trucks getting backed 
up in the area and causing damage as drivers tried to ma-
nipulate them and how, since there is no alley next to the 
tracks, semi drivers would take their trucks over open lots 
to get to their destination.   

 “I used to live in where you live 30 years ago,” Wise 
said. “I know exactly what you’re talking about.” 

 As discussion wound down, Richards said he sympa-
thized with concerns about safety but said there was an 
economic component that also needed to be considered - 
that keeping an employer in Hoopeston was important, a 
sentiment echoed by fellow Commissioner Charlene 
Ervin. In the end, the aforementioned commissioners, 
along with Bill Boose and Shawn Swartzentruber, voted 
to recommend the closure. 
 After the meeting, Wise said he voted in favor solely for 
the benefit it would bring to Hoopeston, “No ifs and or 
buts.” 

 Moore, who said he came with no preconceived ideas, 
said some issues needed to be addressed and that he takes 
his role a commissioner seriously. 
 Commissioners indicated they would like the company 
and Hoopeston to work to alleviate some issues brought 
up by residents. 
 In 2017, company officials requested the street be vacat-
ed from First Ave. to the railroad tracks to allow Teasdale 
to connect warehouses on each side of the street. In mak-
ing the request, officials cited safety concerns for forklift 
drivers traveling between warehouses; a need for more 
parking for an expanded workforce; and a new loading 
dock to handle increased truck traffic. 

 The request was originally sent to the city’s finance 
committee, then referred to the planning/zoning board, 
which met at 4 p.m. Monday.  
 With the planning commission’s recommendation, the 
issue now moves to the Hoopeston City Council for a 
final decision. 
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bers of the Hoopeston Planning/Zoning Commission, listen. 

Planning commission recommends Lincoln Street closure 
  A proposal to close West Lincoln Street received unani-
mous approval from the Hoopeston Planning/Zoning 
Commission Monday. 
 That approval did not come easily, as members of the 
commission and the public peppered representatives of 
Teasdale Foods with questions and concerns. 
 Mel Lollar, plant manager, said the project will allow for 
safety for forklift operators driving between buildings, 
warehousing space and much-needed loading docks, as 
well as overall business growth but residents and some 
commission members focused on illegal truck traffic on 
Lincoln; possible alternative traffic routes, especially in 
emergency situations; how closure would affect emergen-
cy services; and the inconvenience of closing the street. 

 On the company side, Lollar outlined the history of the 
plant, which Teasdale purchased in 2012 from Hoopeston 
Foods. He showed plant growth in cases, from 3,548,000 
in 2008 to a projected 7,145,721 this year, an increase of 
201 percent. 
 Teasdale has seen 210 percent growth in pounds of 
beans and corn, going from 85, 918,095 in 2008 to an 
estimated 180,533,521 this year. 
 Hiring has also increased, from a total 153 employees in 
2013 to 215 this year. Numbers include administrators, 
members of the Teamsters and Bakery, Confectionery, 
Tobacco Workers and Grain Millers unions and tempo-
rary employees. 

See COMMISSION on other side 



Weather 

 Sunny today. High 80. Tonight, mostly clear. Low 57. 
Tomorrow, mostly sunny, chance of storms late. High 81, 
low 65. 

Commission continued from other side 

 Teasdale has also invested in the plant, with $2,777,909 
expected to be spent on capital improvements this year 
and a five-year total of $6,501,909.  
 This year’s upgrades include rebuilding hydrostatic 
cookers to increase their longevity, at a cost of $619,000; 
$1.4 million for a new Knapp tray line; $525,565 for a 
Knapp bundler and $225,000 for a color sorter. 
 After Lollar’s presentation, commissioners questioned 
him about the proposal. Commissioner Jeff Wise asked if 
a traffic study had been done. “We didn’t do one,” Lollar 
answered, adding Teasdale sent letters to neighbors on 
Lincoln and received only one negative response. 
 In discussing truck drivers who illegally use Lincoln to 
get to the plant, commission Chairman Jim Richards sug-
gested GPS directions as the reason. When the rail cross-
ing was closed for several weeks, GPS still showed Lin-
coln as the way to get to Teasdale, causing trucks to have 
to back up or make sharp turns to get out of the area. 
“That’s the one thing that has to be fixed one way or the 
other,” he said. 
 Drivers who call the plant are told to use Second Ave., 
Richards added. 
 Both sides discussed possible signage on Rt. 9, directing 
drivers to not turn on Lincoln, but Wise minimized the 
benefit. “It won’t make any difference. People won’t pay 
attention,” he said. 
 Paul and Angie Kelnhofer, owners of Paul’s Auto and 
Truck Repair’s, own a storage facility for towed vehicles 
close to the railroad tracks, are not in favor of the closure 
and asked several questions about the impact action would 
have on children walking to Maple School and whether 
the school was notified; whether anyone considered the 
impact to other businesses in the area; what had been done 
to adjust the flow of semis currently going down Lincoln; 
and others. 
 Apolinar Solis Jr., and Kellie Ferrell, who both live in 

Obituaries 
 SHEPARD - Elizabeth R. (Lutz) Shepard, 91, of 
Wisconsin, formerly of Rankin, died Wednesday July 
11, 2018 at Glenhaven in Glenwood, Wis. Visitation 
will be from 10:15 a.m. until the 11 a.m. memorial 
service Saturday at Boyceville United Methodist 
Church. Burial will be held Saturday, July 28 in Ran-
kin Union Cemetery. Arrangements are by Chippewa 
Valley Cremation Services, Altoona, Wis., assisted by 
Knapp Funeral Home, Rankin. 
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Accepting applications for help in deli/bakery. Part-time hours 
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Daytime server positions available at Danville Country Club. 
Great atmosphere and salary. Call clubhouse, 217-442-5213 
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the area, expressed concern about the danger semis pose, 
especially to children. Solis spoke of trucks getting backed 
up in the area and causing damage as drivers tried to ma-
nipulate them and how, since there is no alley next to the 
tracks, semi drivers would take their trucks over open lots 
to get to their destination.   

 “I used to live in where you live 30 years ago,” Wise 
said. “I know exactly what you’re talking about.” 

 As discussion wound down, Richards said he sympa-
thized with concerns about safety but said there was an 
economic component that also needed to be considered - 
that keeping an employer in Hoopeston was important, a 
sentiment echoed by fellow Commissioner Charlene 
Ervin. In the end, the aforementioned commissioners, 
along with Bill Boose and Shawn Swartzentruber, voted 
to recommend the closure. 
 After the meeting, Wise said he voted in favor solely for 
the benefit it would bring to Hoopeston, “No ifs and or 
buts.” 

 Moore, who said he came with no preconceived ideas, 
said some issues needed to be addressed and that he takes 
his role a commissioner seriously. 
 Commissioners indicated they would like the company 
and Hoopeston to work to alleviate some issues brought 
up by residents. 
 In 2017, company officials requested the street be vacat-
ed from First Ave. to the railroad tracks to allow Teasdale 
to connect warehouses on each side of the street. In mak-
ing the request, officials cited safety concerns for forklift 
drivers traveling between warehouses; a need for more 
parking for an expanded workforce; and a new loading 
dock to handle increased truck traffic. 

 The request was originally sent to the city’s finance 
committee, then referred to the planning/zoning board, 
which met at 4 p.m. Monday.  
 With the planning commission’s recommendation, the 
issue now moves to the Hoopeston City Council for a 
final decision. 


