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 “When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors” is just one of the 
tips the National Weather Service has for Lightning Safe-
ty Awareness Week. 
 The week, marked June 24-30, was started in 2001 and 
is used to educate people about lightning and the danger 
it can pose. 
 The simplest way to avoid being struck by lightning is 
to minimize the risk. The chance of being struck by light-
ning increases as a thunderstorm approaches, is highest 
when the storm is overhead and lessens as the storm de-
parts. 
 To avoid becoming a statistic, people are urged to go to 
a safe shelter if the sky looks threatening or thunder is 

heard. During the storm, be inside and avoid contact with 
corded phones, electrical equipment and plumbing Stay 
away from windows and doors. After the storm, wait 30 
minutes before going back outside. 
 Someone who has been struck by lightning ay require 
immediate medical attention. Victims do not carry an 
electrical charge and are safe to touch. Call 911 and mon-
itor the person. Start CPR or use an Automated External 
Defibrillator, if needed. 
 While being inside is the best protection against being 
struck by lightning, sometimes that is not possible. To 
somewhat minimize the risk when a safe location is not  

See LIGHTNING on other side 

National Weather Service lists Lightning Safety Week tips 

     



Weather 
 Mostly sunny today. High 87. Tonight, partly cloudy. 
Low 70. Tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 92, low 75. 

Lightning continued from other side 
close, people are urged to avoid open fields, hilltops and 
ridgetops. Stay away from tall, isolated trees and other 
tall objects. In a forest, stay near a lower stand of trees. 
 If in a group, spread out to avoid the current traveling 
among group members. If camping in an open area, set 
up camp in a low area, such as a valley or ravine. Re-
member a tent offers no protection from lightning. Stay 
away from water, wet items and metal objects. 
 Lightning is a giant spark of electricity in the atmos-
phere or between the atmosphere and the ground.  Early 
on, air acts as an insulator between positive and negative 

charges in the cloud and between the cloud and the 
ground; however, when the differences in charges be-
comes too great, this insulating capacity of the air breaks 
down and there is a rapid discharge of electricity that is 
lightning. Lightning can reach temperatures of 50,000°F. 
 Lightning can occur between opposite charges within 
the thunderstorm cloud (intra cloud lightning) or between 
opposite charges in the cloud and on the ground (cloud-to
-ground lightning).  
 Thunder is the sound made by a flash of lightning. As 
lightning passes through the air it heats the air quickly. 
This causes the air to expand rapidly and creates the 
sound wave we hear as thunder. Normally, you can hear 
thunder about 10 miles from a lightning strike. Since 
lightning can strike outward 10 miles from a thunder-
storm, if you hear thunder, you are likely within striking 
distance from the storm.  
 There are an estimated 25 million cloud-to-ground 
lightning flashes each year in the U.S.; nearly 800,000 
occur in Illinois. Although most are in summer, people 
can be struck by lightning any time. 
 Each year, more than 1,000 people in the U.S. are 
struck by lightning. On average, 50 people are killed and 
hundreds of others suffer permanent neurological disabil-
ities. 
 More information on lightning is available at 
www.weather.gov. 

From the Blotter 
 Mary Williams, 34, of Danville, was arrested after 
she was stopped for a traffic violation at 2:28 a.m. 
Tuesday in the 1000 block of South Dixie Hwy. 
Found to have a suspended license, she was charged 
with that offense and released on a notice to appear in 
Vermilion County traffic court. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Large 3 bedroom apartment, down stairs, washer dryer hook up, 
$500 month 217-418-3121 

Honeywell Apartments: 2 BR, includes water, heat, pest control, 
off street parking (815) 984-4513 

HELP WANTED 

Small Wonders Preschool: Resumes for our Assistant Teacher 
position can be sent to First Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 297, 
Hoopeston, by July 15. This is a part-time position, 8 – 11:30 
a.m. M-F, beginning September 1. Qualifications include being 
high school graduate and having a love of kids!                  

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Hoopeston - Newer Duplex, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, W/D hookup. 
laundry room, yard, patio. Walk to shopping.  Nonsmoking. No 
pets. Available July 1, 2018.  $600/mo. 217-260-8762.  

3 bedroom house, single story, large yard, washer dryer 
room, basement. $600 month + deposit. 217-418-3121 

HOUSES FOR SALE 

Nice 2 bedroom house, unfinished upstairs could be 3rd bed-
room, with 2 car garage with electric door.  Has Privacy fence. 
Only $17,500. Call 217-283-6021 and leave a phone number 
and we will call you back.  

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

Maytag electric, smooth top, 4 burner stove., dual ovens, no 
broiler. Bisque color. Asking $200. Upholstered swivel rocker, 
2-3 yrs. old.  Asking $120. Both in excellent condition. Can be 
seen locally. Call (217) 260-4050 after 5 p.m. 

RUMMAGE SALES 

HOOPESTON: 840 E. Honeywell. Fri. & Sat., 8-? Estate Sale. 
Lots of housewares, furniture, tools & lots of misc. 

Email publish@justthefacts.net  
or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

   Briefly 
The Gathering 

 “The Gathering,” a monthly get-together for Ros-
sville area senior citizens, will be held at 1 p.m. 
Thursday at Rossville Fire Station. The event is spon-
sored by Rossville Community Organization. 


