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 A Hoopeston woman hopes to rescue animals and peo-
ple with two local business ventures. 
 Jenn Garrett attended the June 19 Hoopeston City Coun-
cil meeting to announce that her first business, Paws and 
Claws Animal Sanctuary, received its 501(c)3 designa-
tion, allowing donations to be tax-deductible. 

 Paws and Claws opened almost two years ago and is at 
8891 St. Rt. 9, west of Hoopeston. It features exotic ani-
mals, such as tigers, as well as more common critters, like 
horses, chickens, peacocks and raccoons. The sanctuary 
also accepts unwanted domestic animals. 

See ANIMALS on other side 

Animal behaviorist Dede Cervantes, left, listens as Jenn Garrett discusses Paws and Claws Animal Sanctuary at last 
week’s Hoopeston City Council meeting. 

Woman seeks to save animals, people in business ventures 

 

Why didn’t someone tell me before now? 
 Strange how after the fact someone will say, “I knew that would happen.” OK, so why didn't 
you tell me? Sometimes we just don't think. I mean really think. 
 Thinking before we act is not a myth, it is an important, caring act. Have you ever gotten so 
excited about doing something crazy or going on a trip and you're talking all about it then real-
ize it would upset the family, wrong time, wrong place. OK, someone should have told me. 
 Kindness, laughter and smiles will give more joy to others than money. I know I'm really 
crazy, but it's true and several “someones” have told me that. How often do you think, “if 
someone cared to call me or visit I would feel better”. Not how much money could they give 
me. It's often small things, the ordinary moments of kindness that can turn a down day into a 
special occasion. Remember I told you that. 
 Life can be tough. Times today can make us look at life through dark colored glasses. How 

about staying positive and hopeful. Not willing to give up. Knowing that tomorrow just 
might be better. Someone should have told me. 
 Learn from your mistakes. We all make them and we all get tangled up in what we did 

wrong. For me, I like to look at what I can do right. Now. When I'm wrong I'm wrong and someone will let me know. 
 Happiness is a choice. Why didn't someone tell me? Have you depended on others for your happiness? If you are 
mad or upset there must be someone to blame, my husband, neighbors, the kids, my co-workers. You've got the idea. 
Certainly the people and places around us may contribute to our happiness. However, it's true, it all depends on you. 
It's your choice. 
 Truthfulness. Always tell the truth, not part or made up stuff. The truth is so much easier to remember. Why didn't 
someone tell me? 

 I'm going to tell you, Keep believing in tomorrow! Life is a gift and each day is yours to enjoy. Don't give up, don't 
stop, stay strong. Make tomorrow a day to remember. 
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Weather 
 Thunderstorms likely today, tonight. High 82, low 69. 
Tomorrow chance of storms. High 84, low 66. 

property, she said. 
 Fundraisers for the sanctuary have been started on Go-
FundMe and other online donating organizations. 
 Garrett also announced that she has acquired the former 
Subway building downtown. There, she plans to open a 
food pantry and resource center for people struggling with 
emotional problems and drug and alcohol addictions.  The 
center will be a place to hang out, offer support to each 
other and also have counselors, she said. 
 Addictions have touched Garrett, including the death of 
someone close and drug use by others, which prompted 
her to want to help. 
 She also plans to offer after-care for those who are try-
ing to stay off drugs or alcohol, saying treatment plans 
don’t offer ongoing after-care. 
 Reaching out to people who are struggling is something 
Garrett said she does as a matter of course. “I’m already 
doing it,” she said, “so it might as well all be in one 
place.” 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Large 3 bedroom apartment, down stairs, washer dryer hook up, 
$500 month 217-418-3121 

Honeywell Apartments: 2 BR, includes water, heat, pest control, 
off street parking (815) 984-4513 

HELP WANTED 

Looking for part-time help to care for elderly gentleman, prefer 
CNA, but will consider others. Please send resume to POB 85, 
East Lynn, IL  60932.   

Small Wonders Preschool: Resumes for our Assistant Teacher 
position can be sent to First Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 297, 
Hoopeston, by July 15. This is a part-time position, 8 – 11:30 
a.m. M-F, beginning September 1. Qualifications include being 
high school graduate and having a love of kids!                  

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Hoopeston - So 4th Street. Very nice, clean, two bedroom 
home. Remodeled kitchen with carpenter built cupboards. DW, 
OTR, Range, Refrig, Disposal. Beautiful hardwood floor in LV 
Room. Full basement with washer/dryer. Central AC. Two car 
garage with electric garage opener. NO pets. Smoke Free. $550/
month with deposit. Call 217-283-7568 or 217-304-0935 for 
application. 

Hoopeston - Newer Duplex, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, W/D hookup. 
laundry room, yard, patio. Walk to shopping.  Nonsmoking. No 
pets. Available July 1, 2018.  $600/mo. 217-260-8762.  

3 bedroom house, single story, large yard, washer dryer 
room, basement. $600 month + deposit. 217-418-3121 

HOUSES FOR SALE 

Nice 2 bedroom house, unfinished upstairs could be 3rd bed-
room, with 2 car garage with electric door.  Has Privacy fence. 
Only $17,500. Call 217-283-6021 and leave a phone number 
and we will call you back.  

SERVICES 

Quality Buildings and Repair 
Dale Vogel, Owner 

1-217-283-9585 

5 Building sizes 

24’ W x 24’ L x 8’4” H $ 7,140 

24’ W x 32’ L x 9’4” H $ 8,946 

30’ W x 38’ L x 10’4” H $11,772 

36’ W x 64’ L x 12’4” H $17,584 

42’ W x 72’ L x 14’4” H $22,644 

Other sizes available. Free estimates. 
64’W x 120’ L x 16’4” H 

Prices include all materials, delivery, construction, venta 
ridge, factory trusses, post 8 on center, screws. 

Email publish@justthefacts.net  

or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

Animals continued from other side 

 Some of the animals are part of a traveling petting zoo 
for parties and other activities, while others are securely 
kept at the sanctuary. 
 Garrett assured officials that Hoopeston residents are in 
no danger from her animals, which are contained by three 
levels of security. Should a dangerous animal escape, 
sanctuary staff are ready to use deadly force. “We don’t 
look forward to it but will do it, if necessary,” she said. 
 Dede Cervantes, a West Coast animal behaviorist, is 
onsite at the sanctuary, working with the animals. Garrett 
still lives in Hoopeston but plans to move to the sanctuary 


