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Housing authority executive director dismissed by board 
 In the latest of a list of changes at Vermilion County 
Housing Authority, the new board overseeing the agency 
has ended the contractor of the executive director. 
 R.M. Jackson, who has been executive director since 
May 2016, no longer holds that title as of Tuesday. 
 The action was taken at a special meeting Tuesday 
morning. The agenda for the meeting included amending 
VCHA by-laws and an executive session to discuss per-
sonnel. 

 According to printed reports, ending Jackson’s contract 
was not the purpose of the meeting but that at the end of 
the meeting, commissioners approved a measure to “move 
in a new direction.” 

 Jackson, who was contracted with the housing authority 
after an eight-month nationwide search, could not be 
reached for comment. 
 In announcing her appointment in 2016, then-VCHA 
board members said Jackson had more than 20 years’ 
experience in public housing direction, property manage-
ment, planning and development and grands administra-
tion. She worked previously as an executive director in  
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‘Round and ‘round we go 
Richard Cappellano and Gunner Watson, Hoopeston 
Water Department employees, check the inner parts of 
a hydrant at Third St. and Seminary. The hydrant is 
one of several that will be replaced in the near future. 



CLASSIFIEDS 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

HOOPESTON: 2 Bedroom, 1 bath apartment. Handicap Acces-
sible. Full basement. Clean, great neighborhood. Yard w/patio. 
W/D hookup. Walk to stores. NON SMOKING. No pets. Text 
217-260-8762. Available June 1. $485. 

Large 3 bedroom apartment, down stairs, washer dryer hook up, 
$500 month 217-283-7439 

Honeywell Apartments: 2 BR, includes water, heat, pest con-
trol, off street parking (815) 984-4513 

HELP WANTED 

Pizza King, 111 E Main St., Hoopeston, taking applica-
tions.  Please apply in person.  

Farm help needed. CDL required. Ravens Farms. (217) 304-

1943. 

Looking for part-time help to care for elderly gentleman, prefer 
CNA, but will consider others. Please send resume to POB 85, 
East Lynn, IL  60932.   

Hoopeston handyman wanted. Indoor painting and misc. Call 
(217) 274-2039 afternoons. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Hoopeston - So 4th Street. Very nice, clean, two bedroom 
home. Remodeled kitchen with carpenter built cupboards. DW, 
OTR, Range, Refrig, Disposal. Beautiful hardwood floor in LV 
Room. Full basement with washer/dryer. Central AC. Two car 
garage with electric garage opener. NO pets. Smoke Free. $550/
month with deposit. Call 217-283-7568 or 217-304-0935 for 
application. 

Hoopeston - Newer Duplex, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, W/D hookup. 
laundry room, yard, patio. Walk to shopping.  Nonsmoking. No 
pets. Available July 1, 2018.  $600/mo. 217-260-8762.  

HOUSES FOR SALE 

2 BR  w/garage, 845 E. Young, $10,000;  4 BR w/garage, 617 
N. Market, $10,000 (these need work. Phone (217) 283-799-

2567. 

Nice 2 bedroom house, unfinished upstairs could be 3rd bed-
room, with 2 car garage with electric door.  Has Privacy fence. 
Only $17,500..Call 217-283-6021 and leave a phone number 
and we will call you back.  

RUMMAGE SALES 

HOOPESTON: 861 E. Elm. Sat., 8-2. Household items, small 
appliances, golf clubs, huge lot of women’s clothing sz 20-26, 
accessories & more! 

HOOPESTON: 316 N Market.  Lots of baby clothes, 
some new, and baby stuff.  Sat. 8-?  

VEHICLES FOR SALE 

2001 Ford F150, runs, AC, 210,000 miles. $1500 OBO.  Call or 
text 217-495-0433. 

Weather 
 Chance of thunderstorms today. High 88. Tonight, part-
ly cloudy. Low 71. Tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 93, 
low 73. Sunday, hot. High 95, low 73. 

Housing continued from other side 

both Louisiana and Missouri. 
 Woes at the housing authority, which oversees public 
housing in Vermilion County outside of Danville, came to 
light in March, when Longview Bank and Trust filed suit 
against VCHA in an effort to get repayment of a $1 mil-
lion loan that the bank refinanced in 2012. 
 Tony Hasbargen, former executive director, arranged 
the original loan and subsequent refinancing. He was later 
fired for improper spending. 
 Bank officials said in March that they had not received 
payment since 2012 and the lawsuit was the only way to 

recoup the money, which was to be used to renovate hous-
ing authority properties. 
 Former board Chairman Terry Prillaman, of Rossville, 
contacted the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment to help resolve the issue but instead, HUD officials 
said VCHA could not use federal funds to repay the loan 
because housing authority properties were used as collat-
eral for the loan, which is not allowed. 
 In frustration, the Vermilion County Housing Authority 
five-board resigned on March 21. The Vermilion County 
Board appointed the Danville Housing Authority as over-
seer for VCHA while the lawsuit is ongoing. 
 In April, U.S. Rep. John Shimkus (R-Collinsville) got 
involved in the situation, requesting HUD’s inspector 
general thoroughly investigate the matter. 
 Appointed on an indefinite basis, Danville Housing 
Authority commissioners are trying to come up with an 
interim solution. 


