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Rep. Tom Bennett hosts sometimes raucous town hall meeting  
 A baker’s dozen of 
area residents met 
with state Rep. Tom 
Bennett Thursday to 
talk about multiple 
topics in a some-
times freewheeling 
town hall meeting. 
 Bennett kicked off 
the 90-minute meet-
ing at Hoopeston 
City Hall saying he 
wanted to listen to 
what constituents 
wanted on issues 
ranging from legal-
ized marijuana to 
school safety to Illi-
nois’ financial prob-
lems. 
 Hoopeston resident 
Emery Zimmerman, 
had a list of topics he 
wanted to cover, 
starting with teacher 
pensions.  

 “What did they do with the money,” he asked, of tax 
dollars  property owners already paid for pensions.  
 Bennet explained that Illinois, which is about $130 bil-
lion in pension debt, is looking at ways to fix the problem, 
including retaining responsibility for existing pension debt 
but shifting future pension costs to school districts. 
 A former teacher, Bennett outlined how districts boost 
the salaries of teachers by six percent for three years be-
fore they retire to increase their pensions, a perk districts 
may not continue if they have to fund it. 
 If districts have to shoulder their own pension costs, “we 
have to find some way to cut property taxes,” Bennett 
said. 

 Another idea being kicked around is taxing retirement. 
Illinois is one of only three states that doesn’t tax retire-
ment benefits, Bennett said. 
 Adam Taubert, pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Hoopeston, said conservatives “have to find a way to con-
trol the message” and that education is more important 
than many other issues being discussed.  
 Taubert steered his comments into a discussion of a bill 
that, if passed, would mandate teaching Illinois grade and 
high school students LGBT (lesbian/gay/bisexual/trans-
gender) history, including societal contributions of LGBT 
people.  
 The bill passed the Illinois Senate, 34-18 on May 2, with 
local state Sen. Jason Barickman voting in favor of it. 
 Citing a high 
rate of sexually 
transmitted dis-
eases (STD) in 
the LGBT com-
munity, the di-
vorce rate of the 
same group, as 
well as biblical 
prohibitions, 
Taubert won-
dered how God 
can bless Illinois 
under the circum-
stances. 
 If Illinois man-
dates the teach-
ing, Taubert said, 
“Fine, also give a 
section on Chris-
tianity.” 
 Retired kinder-
garten teacher 
See BENNETT 
on other side 

Illinois Rep. Tom Bennett, (R-106) 
lists points being considered as 
part of school safety requirements 
during a town hall meeting Thurs-
day in Hoopeston. 

Adam Taubert, pastor at First Bap-
tist Church of Hoopeston, discusses a 
bill that would mandate teaching 
LGBTQ history to grade school stu-
dents in Illinois. 



Bennett continued from other side 

Carolyn Looker, of Milford, said teaching heterosexual or 
homosexual issues “does not have a place in the school.” 
 Regarding legalizing marijuana, most of those attending 
were against that. “The state would get more money but at 
what cost,” Looker asked. 
 Bennett shared date from states which have legalized 
pot which shows an increase in crime, accidents and med-
ical expenses.  
 Al Zawarus, of Hoopeston, had a different take on it, 
talking about how stressed and angry people seem to be 
these days and how marijuana could help. “I’d think gov-
ernments would want their population to be mellow and 
cool,” he said. 
 While Bennett said the push to legalize pot in Illinois is 
getting stronger, “I’m not ready to throw the flag up yet.” 
 The Valentine’s Day school shooting at a Florida school 

has state and school officials thinking about school safety. 
Bennett said legislators are talking about things like be-
havioral threat assessment, reporting between schools and 
law enforcement about student threats, tip lines to report 
possible violence and hardening schools to keep intruders 
out. 
 One superintendent in Bennett’s district thinks trained 
armed teachers might be a good plan but that idea got a 
cool reception from most locals, including Hoopeston 
Area Supt. Suzzette Hesser. 
 Hesser said the district just finished active shooter AL-
ICE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate) train-
ing, which gives useful information on getting students 
away from the situation, rather than sheltering in place. 
“The whole idea is we don’t have to hide anymore,” she 
said. 

 Hoopeston Police Department worked with the schools 
on the training, she added. 
 Aside from training, Hesser said the best way to cut 
down on violence is to know the students and their fami-
lies. “Then you have a safer school,” she said. 
 She also announced that next year, two mental health 
counselors will be available for the high and middle 
schools, which currently share one counselor. 
 Asked about gun rights, Bennett said several gun bills 
are in the legislature. “That’s why this election in Novem-
ber is so very, very, very important,” he said. 

Weather 

 Sunny today. High 79. Tonight, mostly clear. Low 52. 
Tomorrow, chance of thunderstorms. High 77, low 60. 

From the Blotter 

 A single key was found Sunday at McFerren Park. 
The owner may identify and claim it at the police sta-
tion. 

Court Dispositions 
 April 5 

 Bradley S. David, Hoopeston, found guilty by de-
fault to criminal damage to property, fined $200; status 
hearing May 3. 
 Tonya Edwards, Hoopeston, found guilty by default 
of restraint of dogs by owner, fined $380; status check 
May 3. 
 Ray Williams, Hoopeston, case continued for fur-
ther enforcement. 
 Nichole Hansen, Hoopeston, status check May 3. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

HOOPESTON: 2 Bedroom, 1 bath apartment. Handicap Acces-
sible.  Full basement. Clean, great neighborhood. Yard w/patio. 
W/D hookup. Walk to stores. NON SMOKING. No pets. Text 
217-260-8762. Available June 1. $485. 

Large  3 bedroom apartment, down stairs, washer dryer 
hook up, $500 month 217-283-7439 

HELP WANTED 

The Village of Rossville is accepting applications until 5 
p.m. Friday, June 8, 2018 at Rossville Municipal Building, 
120 E. Attica Street, Rossville, IL 60963. The office is 
open Mon-Fri 9a-5p. Candidates must complete applica-
tion, submit resume and sign waiver for background check. 
Must be available to work nights and weekends. 

Farm help needed. CDL required. Ravens Farms. (217) 304-

1943. 

Silver Brothers hiring workers. CDL-B license needed. Must 
pass a drug test. Apply in person at 105 E. Washington St., 
Hoopeston IL 

HOUSES FOR SALE 

703 S. Third Ave., Hoopeston. (217) 304-7751 

SERVICES 

Need help with spring or house cleaning? Reliable. Call 
Michelle Beauvois Talbott, (217) 840-6505 

Wanted: Lawns to mow in the Hoopeston, Wellington, Cissna 
Park and Rankin area. Please call 815-471-4676 for more infor-
mation.  

Email publish@justthefacts.net  

or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

Photo contributed 

Retirees get together 
Hoopeston Area retirees gathered May 2 for a retirement tea at Maple School. Combined, the guests had a total of 1,077.5 years of service to the district. Those attending and their 
years of service include, front from left, Julie Hughes (38), Joyce Cottingham (18.5), Dick Forshier (33), Gene Hanson (30), Beverly Overbey (40), Susie Brown (35), Judy Voorhees 
(40), Elsie Hofbauer (21), Sherry Johnson (27.5), Kay Brown (29), Anna Whiteman (20.5); middle, Supt. Suzi Hesser, Donna Eells (20), Debbie McBride (21), Priscilla Lobb (20), 
Roberta Maudlin (19), Sheila Browne (20), Diane Swartz (25), Sandra Preston Markou (35), Nita Lockhart (21), Terry Silver (32), Janet Brewer (35), Chris Newman (39); and back, 
Gwen Bandy (40), Gloria Jahn (26), Janet Crouch (38), Kathy Butterworth (40), Carolyn Eyrich-Mastin (33), Marsha Lewis (21.5), Jean Drollinger (26.5), Brenda Crusinberry (25), 
Leona York (30), Dave Christin (30), Red Wallace (6.5), Greg Anvick (33), Ron Lewis 31.5) and Larry Jahn (38). 


