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Sharon Dixon
Assistant Vice President
Wealth Management
Financial Advisor, RJFS

221 Bank St.
Hoopeston, IL 60942
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Smoked BBQ

Rossville Family Restaurant

715 S. Chicago
" ~ Lunch & Dinner

\Sa'turday, May 5" and Sunday, May 6"
Pulled Pork Butt, Pork Ribs & Beef w

rEmail:

\P-O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942
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Council passes budget, implements $9 monthly dispatch fee

In a 5-1 vote, Hoopeston City Council approved the
2018-19 general budget which adds a $9-per-month fee
to pay for local police and fire dispatching.

Ald. Carl Ankenbrand voted no on the budget, saying
after the meeting that the council’s once-a-year budget
meeting is not sufficient to plan. “It’s not proactive,” he
said. Also, he said, the dispatch issue should be placed on
the ballot.

Aldermen Ryan Anderson and Chad Yaden were ab-
sent. Mayor Bill Crusinberry was also absent.

The dispatch fee will appear on residents’ water bills

but money from the fee will go to the city’s general budg-
et. The council is looking to expand the scope of who
pays to include those who live in multi-family buildings
that have only one water bill, such as Centennial Manor.

Based on 2,275 water customers, the fee will generate
$245,700 towards the city’s total expected income of
$2,918,965. The new budget has $2,916,869 in expenses,
leaving a cushion of $2,096.

Ald. Bill Goodwine, finance committee chairman, ex-
plained why the fee is necessary, including a $78,000

See BUDGET on other side

The Budget at a Glance
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Hoopeston Express Lube
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E3E Rtes. 1 & 9, Hoopeston
: (217) 283-5373
[=: www.quicklubed4u.com
?Hoopeston VFW @
428 W. Orange

Serving Dinners Mon.-Fri., 5-8 p.m.
Mon.: Chili & grilled cheese $8
Tues.: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, gravy, comn,
roll $8
Wed.: Wing Night 75¢ ea.; sides (see menu)
Thurs.; Tace Night (see menu)
Fri.. Hamburgers Your Way with sides (see menu)

Here's what's showing this weekend at the

LITTLE LORRAINE

7p.m.
Thurs., Fri., Sat.
o Sunday movies|

in May.

Min. donation $5/adults, children 12 and under §2
214 E. Main, Hoopeston
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General $184,258

Street & Alley $377,496

Cemetery $214’150 Animal Control 1%
Other* $174,853 Ambulance 1%
Parks $222.443

Pool $60,097

Police $947,498

Fire $77,349

Police Pension $270,064

Ambulance $41,987

Animal Control $41,000

Dispatch $342,146

*Other

Civic Improvement $3,500

Civil Defense/ESDA  $13,063

Library PPRT $15,000

Municipal Court $13,290

Street Lighting $68,000

Audit Levy $12,000

Demolition projects  $50,000

General
Dispatch 6%
12%

Street & Alley 13%

Police pension 9%

Police 32%

Pool 2%

Silver Brothers
Construction Company
and Ready Mix Concrete
David: 217-304-F751
thvi:l@silmrhmlnc com
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105 E. Washlngmn St., Hn-npn:tnn IL amu
Phone 217-283-T751 Fax 217- 283-5378

Hoopeston Lions Club
Monthly

SFish Fry in the Park

Saturday, May 5 Noon-6 p.m.
McFerren Park

Serving ocean perch, hamburgers

Qhotdogs, fries, cole slaw and drinks.




Bu dget continued from other side

decrease in sales and other taxes; a mistake that resulted
in $2.5 million shortfall in the police pension fund, along
with decreased interest on investments; and the expecta-
tion that the city will tear down dangerous buildings.
With the $78,000 loss of state taxes, the council ap-
proved a $78,000 payment towards the pension deficit
plus increased the pension levy, and $50,000 for building
demolition, all of which added $242,000 to expenses.
Aldermen faced two options: cut costs or create a new
revenue stream. “We knew we couldn’t find (the
$242,000) in postage and supplies, Goodwine said, “so

Tune inat 5 p.m. tonight-
Hoopeston Happenings
April Jones
Learn & Lead Academy Movie Night
on WHPO!

T

we decided to make an income stream.”

Cutting local dispatch was discussed at the council’s
April 18 budget meeting, because the budgeted $342,146
would cover the extra amount and then some. Handling
of police and fire calls could have been transferred to
Vermilion County, a service residents already fund
through property taxes, Goodwine said.

However, when dispatch was transferred to Vermilion
County in 2016, residents were unhappy with the change
and lobbied the council to bring it back, which was done
last year.

The rationale for the fee did not sit well with resident
Stan Steiner. “My investments went down,” he said. “My
retirement went to hell, too.”

Steiner asked if the city is still providing insurance for
employee spouses. Goodwine responded that insurance is
only offered to spouses who are not working or whose
employers do not offer insurance. “It’s something we
have to do if we want to attract good employees,” he said.

Steiner suggested the city should “do what everybody
else does: do without. Asked what he would do if he
needed to call 911 if he were sick, Steiner said if the situ-
ation was like his experience over the winter “I’ll proba-
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We have fashions for that!

bly croak.”

In other business, the council:
e Approved a 2.75 percent pay increase for employees.
e Heard from water Supt. Steve Baker that the city’s
2017 water quality report is on the city website,
www.cityothoopeston.com, under City Departments and
then Water/Sewer tabs. He also reported roof work is
done and a pump sent off for repair is back in service.
e Heard from Joshua Clifton, a Market St. resident, who
complained about the lack of action on a burned building
near him.

Ald. Bill McElhaney said owners are making improve-
ments and are in compliance right now. Clifton, unhappy
with the response, said “I’'m so tired of you all sitting
there saying ‘they’re working on it.” One hour a day, two
days a week they’re working on it.”

Next Clifton complained about officials saying they
don’t know who owns a property in the city. “Talk to
Grant Township,” he said. “They know who the owner
is.”

e Heard from Ald. Alex Houmes that 15 new trees will
be planted at Cheese Park, the Veterans Memorial at
McFerren Park is being refurbished and LED lights in-
stalled and that all administration and lifeguards have
been hired for the pool.

o Listened as Clerk Gail Lane read a letter from Carolyn
Eyrich-Mastin, of Hoopeston American Legion Auxilia-
ry, asking for clarification on city guidelines for street
collections, which is mandated by statute.

The council is expected to act on the request at its May
15 meeting, just days before the Legion’s May 19 Poppy
Day.

Classifieds

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Flea market Saturday, May 5. McFerren Park Jaycee Pavilion 7
a.m.-2:30 p.m. Local vendors. Something for everyone!
APARTMENTS FOR RENT
HOOPESTON: 2 Bedroom, 1 bath apartment. Handicap Ac-
cessible. Full basement. Clean, great neighborhood. Yard w/

patio. W/D hookup. Walk to stores. NON SMOKING. No
pets. Text 217-260-8762. Available June 1. $485.

Large 3 bedroom apartment, down stairs, washer dryer
hook up, $500 month 217-283-7439
HELP WANTED

Farm help needed. CDL required. Ravens Farms. (217) 304-
1943.

Silver Brothers hiring workers. CDL-B license needed. Must
pass a drug test. Apply in person at 105 E. Washington St.,
Hoopeston IL

HOUSES FOR SALE
703 S. Third Ave., Hoopeston. (217) 304-7751
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
6" Rockwell Delta Jointer. Model 37-220, 6", Deluxe. Call
Harry Johnson at 217-283-7138. Asking $350.
RUMMAGE SALES

HOOPESTON: 905 E. Young (in alley behind), Sat., 8-?, Sun.
10-2. Hunting gear, desk & chair, nice men’s clothes, primitive
decor

SERVICES
Need help with spring or house cleaning? Reliable. Call
Michelle Beauvois Talbott, (217) 840-6505

Wanted: Lawns to mow in the Hoopeston, Wellington, Cissna
Park and Rankin area. Please call 815-471-4676 for more infor-
mation.

Obituaries

BAUER - Rosella S. (Schupbach) Bauer, 91, of
Cissna Park died Monday, April 30, 2018 at Heritage
Health, Hoopeston. Visitation will be 10 a.m. until the
noon funeral Thursday at Christian Bible Church,
Cissna Park. Burial will be in Cissna Park Cemetery.
Memorials are suggested to the church or donor’s
choice. Knapp Funeral Home, Cissna Park, is han-
dling arrangements.

Weather

Thunderstorms likely today. High 77. Tonight, chance
of storms, then showers likely. Low 63. Tomorrow,
chance of showers, mostly clear late. High 76, low 51.

Quality Buildings and Repair
Dale Vogel, Owner
1-217-283-9585
5 Building sizes
24°Wx24Lx84”HS$ 7,140
24°Wx32°’Lx94”H$ 8,946
300 Wx 38 Lx10°4”HS$11,772
36 Wx 64’ Lx12°4”H $17,584
42° W x 72’ L x 14°4” H $22,644
Other sizes available. Free estimates.
64°Wx 120°Lx 164" H
Prices include all materials, delivery, construction, venta
ridge, factory trusses, post 8 on center, screws.

Email publish@justthefacts.net
or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad!




