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And it will only take a Penny!

One cent of every dollar spent in Vermilion County will go to
support capital improvements in our Vermilion County schools.

This is a new way to improve school facilities and shift funding

away from property taxes.

The BEST news?

No STATE involvement - revenue collected and distributed locally.
A YES Vote for School Facility Referendum will not increase property taxes.

For more information, visit
thepowerofapenny.wordpress.com,
on Facebook: “Power of a Penny”
or contact local school boards and staff.
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HA board tables two coach resignations, approves two others

Two coaches got a temporary reprieve on their resigna-
tions after nearly 50 people - including students, parents
and fellow teachers - spoke on their behalf at Thursday’s
Hoopeston Area School Board meeting.

Matt Colston, Hoopeston Area boys basketball coach,
volleyball coach Samantha Pugh, cheerleading coach
Lindsey Childress-Bryll, and athletic director Michl
Kearney all submitted resignations from their athletic-
related duties, which were on the agenda to be accepted
at Thursday’s meeting.

The board tabled accepting Colston’s and Pugh’s resig-
nations after several athletes, parents and staff spoke in
their favor.

Ginger Gonzalez, a personal aide in the district, kicked
off comments, saying she loves her job but that recent
activity has her questioning who to trust. Some people
are doing things “they know aren’t right. Saying the situ-
ation was a “hot mess,” she said clear guidelines needed
to be established and wished for “a reset button.”

Pugh spoke on Colston’s behalf, saying she did not like
him at first but changed her mind after working with him.
Colston’s motto, she said, is “if you expect greatness,
you’ll get greatness,” adding Colston pushes his student
athletes to achieve that greatness.

Pugh said former local minister Micah Mobley told her
that “mediocrity is acceptable in Hoopeston” but that

“Matt is not ok with being mediocre.”

Bill Crose, the father of two sons who played basketball
under Colston’s tutelage, “was here for the dark age”
when the Cornjerkers were not winning. He related that
once, Colston was in Rossville on his way to Danville,
when one of Crose’s sons called the coach to see about
getting in some court time, as it was the only time the boy
had free. Colston returned to Hoopeston so the athlete
could practice. “I knew the mindset had changed,” Crose
said.

Among Colston’s alleged infractions are pushing ath-
letes to spend as much time as possible practicing, allow-
ing younger students to practice and letting team mem-
bers practice past 9 p.m.

“Not one high schooler goes to bed at 9 p.m.,” said
former Cornjerker Brennan Crose, who played under
Colston, graduated in 2014 and went on to play college
ball.

Defending Colston’s other policies, Crose asked, since
the state has limits on how much time athletes can prac-
tice, “Why put more limits on the program than the state
does?”

Crose said middle school student Ben Brown was
kicked out of the gym while trying to practice, which is
“clearly stating we do not want him to be successful.

See RESIGNATIONS on other side

There’s no place like Hoopeston.
And, like you, we're happy to call it
home. And we're proud to be here
celebrating 15 years of service. Thank
you for your business and your trust.
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Reveal your child’s inner
champion with martial arts!

“0SHK has really helped my son and daughter
open up, pay attention longer and increased &

their patience. I'm very impressed with the 0SK o w——
program” - Buzi R., Teacher

Contact us TODAY! 217-T72-1962 // www karatehenet" ts.com




Letters to the Editor

Born free, taxed to death
My fellow Hoopestonians,

I am just going right to the point. In my opinion, which,
by the way, is protected under the first amendment to the
United States of America's Constitution, for you Socialist
and Commie types. You know: the people who think
they know what is best for you and hold you down
through heavy regulation, taxes and fees.

I am fed up with it. The City Council and the School
Board have no sense of fiscal responsibility. Spend,

No fooling!
$50 off all new & used
desktops & laptops

ne 10% off all printers

W Until April 1, 2018
ks

3038 E Main, Hoopeston
(217) 283-9552

spend and spend some more. You all spend money like
drunken sailors on shore leave.

The school board has spent almost a quarter of a mil-
lion dollars on just one administrative position and 6.55
acres of land. Are you kidding me?

Come on people, wake up and vote!! It is the one pow-
er you have to fight against tyranny.

I also resent these - what I will describe as modern day
carpetbaggers - coming to town and taking advantage of
our dismal local economy and poverty.

I say vote against any incumbents and any taxes. Let
them take it out of their pay. I have voted already. Re-
member people the only power you have is your vote,
unless you have a bunch of money. If you have bunch of
money, one can go around and take advantage of others’
misfortune. Another man's pain can be another man's
gain.

John Palmer
Hoopeston

Resignations continued from other side

“If freedom of speech is taken away, then dumb and silent
we may be led, like sheep to the slaughter.”
George Washington

“A penny saved is a penny earned”

Benjamin Franklin

Save Your Pennies

Hoopeston Area schools have gotten face lifts in

recent years. Libraries were turned into lounges, entry ways
were aesthetically improved. Hoopeston Area High School’s library
entrance has been completely redone and the middle school added

bollards to its entrance.

Have you been able to afford updating your home lately?
Vote NO on the School Facilities Sales Tax
on March 20.

FPaid Political Ad

You’ll never have a successful program if you don’t have
kids in grades five to eight in the same program.”

High school history teacher Eric Zorns talked about his
son, who is “dying to play for (Colston.)” His voice
cracking, Zorns said “it breaks my heart that it may not
happen.”

Other comments about Colston, who is also the
school’s geography and world history teacher, included
“he’s teaching them if you’re willing to work as hard as
you can, you can be successful,”’; the district motto is
expect more and “he expects more and now you want to
getrid of him.”

After a closed session, the board approved tabling Col-
ston’s and Pugh’s resignations as coaches, but approving
Pugh’s resignation as high school study hall aide.

Kearney will no longer be AD but will continue his
duties as physical education teacher, said Supt. Suzzette
Hesser.

In other personnel action, the board:
® Transferred Suzanne Boyer from John Greer PE to half
time HAHS Freshman Success and half time health
teacher for 2018-19.

o Hired Jeanie Hesse as high school classroom aide, ef-
fective March 13.

Obituaries

INMAN - Marsha Kay Inman, 62, of Shelburn,
Ind., formerly of Hoopeston, died at 6:58 p.m. (EST)
Thursday, March 15, 2018 at Union Hospital, Terre
Haute, Ind. Visitation will be 11 a.m. until the noon
memorial service Saturday at Blurton Funeral Home,
Hoopeston. She will be cremated. Memorials are sug-
gested to Grant Township Food Cupboard.

SPENCER - Roberta M. (Queen) Spencer, 77, of
Rossville, died at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 14,

Lunch Menus

Hoopeston Area grade schools
MONDAY: Chicken strips, broccoli/cheese, cucumber
slices, applesauce, milk
TUESDAY:: Cheese quesadilla, refried beans, chips &
salsa, salad, peaches, milk
WEDNESDAY:: Chicken pot pie, biscuit, bread, butter,
celery sticks, pears, milk
THURSDAY: Ham & cheese sandwich, Sun Chips,
Calypso Crush juice, fruit cup, milk
FRIDAY: No school
Hoopeston Area Middle School
MONDAY-THURSDAY: Cook’s choice
FRIDAY: No school
FRIDAY: Pizza, salad bar, mixed fruit, milk
Hoopeston Area High School
MONDAY-THURSDAY: Cook’s choice
FRIDAY: No school

2018 at Accolade Healthcare, Paxton. Visitation was
2-5 p.m. Sunday and 10 a.m. until the 11 a.m. celebra-
tion of her life Monday at Blurton Funeral Home,
Hoopeston. Burial will be Rossville Cemetery. Me-
morials are suggested to donor's choice.

TROSPER - Janet Lynn (Warf) Trosper, 66, of
Danville, formerly of Hoopeston, died Thursday,
March 15, 2018, at Carle Foundation Hospital, Urba-
na. Memorial visitation will be 2-6 p.m. Monday at
Pape Family Funeral Home, 10 E. Williams St., Dan-
ville. Memorial service will follow at 6 p.m. Memori-
als are suggested to CARA or Carle Hospice.

Weather

Partly sunny today. High 50. Tonight, clearing. Low
27. Tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 42, low 26.

Classifieds

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Very spacious apartment for rent in a great neighborhood. 2
bedroom, dining room, living room, office, kitchen and
bath. Lots of storage. $550 a month includes water, gas,
and trash pickup. Call 217-772-1203 for an application.

HELP WANTED

Farm help needed. CDL required. Ravens Farms. (217) 304-
1943.
Experienced CDL driver with clean driving record wanted.
Local haul occasional over the road work. Contact Brent @ 815
-405-4000
Part time position available for stockers, cashiers, and deli
clerks. Apply in person at Hoopeston IGA for details.
HOUSES FOR SALE
3 bedroom, 1 bath, 1 car attached garage, central air. Call (217)
304-7751
Email publish@justthefacts.net
or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad!




