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 Both equalized assessed valuation (EAV) and the tax 
rate are expected to go up under a tentative tax levy ap-
proved by the Hoopeston Area School Board Thursday 
evening. 
 Last year’s levy of $70,897,697 is expected to increase 
by 8.6 percent, to $77 million this year, said 
Mark Eighner, district business manager. 
 While the tax rate is expected to go up, the 
increase is contained somewhat by the in-
creased EAV, Eighner said. 
 The current rate of $4.66 would have gone 
to $5.17, but due to the increased EAV, the 
district can still get enough money to operate 
with a rate of $5.06558, he said. 
 With those numbers, Hoopeston Area will 
raise $3,900,500, according to information 
provided by Eighner, who said at the end of 
the three-year $900,000 bond issue the district 
borrowed from itself in February, the rate will 
go down. 
 Of the bond issue, Russ Leigh, district audi-
tor, said the district has not had debt for many 
years and current low rates made this year a 
good time to take the action. 
 A public hearing on the levy will be held at 
6:30 p.m. December 15 in the high school 
library. 
 In other business, the board got a glimpse of 
new uniforms for the Hoopeston Area March-
ing Cornjerkers. 
 Will Franke modeled the new uniform as 
band director Patrick Brooks described the 
features that led it its selection. 
 Saying current uniforms are darker, Brooks 
said the addition of large bit of white makes 
the new choice lighter. Jackets will come with 

Hoopeston Area officials see higher EAV, tax rate in 2016-17 
a Jerky on one sleeve. The sleeves and gauntlets of the 
jacket and the waist and length of the black bib-style 
pants can be adjusted by snaps, making fewer different 
sizes needed to accommodate students, he said. Hats will  
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Will Franke stands at attention as band director Patrick Brooks points 

out details on the new Hoopeston Area High School Marching Band 

uniforms at Thursday evening’s district school board meeting.  



Weather 
 Partly sunny today. High 45. Tonight, showers. Low 
38. Tomorrow, showers likely. High 47, low 36. 

Obituaries 

 TRAUTVETTER - Jackie Lynn Trautvetter, 56, of 
Watseka died at 12:40 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 19, 2016 at 
Iroquois Memorial Hospital, Watseka. Visitation will be 
4-7 p.m. Tuesday at Anderson Funeral Home, Hoopes-
ton. Funeral will be at 11 a.m. Wednesday at the funeral 
home. Burial will follow in Floral Hill Cemetery, Hoop-
eston. Memorials are suggested to Presence St. Mary’s 
Cancer Center 100 Provena Way Ste. 103, Bourbonnais, 
IL 60914.  

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

2 BR, washer/dryer hookup, high efficiency furnace. 
$374/mo. (217) 283-7439 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

3 BR, 1½ bath, laundry room, very nice hone. 1 car garage. 
$600/mo. (217) 283-7439 

2 bedroom house for rent in Hoopeston.  Call 217-283-
7028  

Email publish@justthefacts.net  

or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

Former area resident to hold signing of first novel at HPL Hoopeston Area continued from other side 

include plumes with blue and black feathers, as well as 
mylar. Plumes will be longer than those currently used 
and will not fit in hatboxes, so plume cases will be pur-
chased, he said. 
 To make drum majors stand out from the band, Brooks 
said different colored pants will probably be used. 
 Ninety to 95 uniforms will be needed for band mem-
bers. With accessories, the total for the uniforms will be 
$38,343.50, Brooks said. 
 In unrelated discussion, Jacki Gregory addressed the 
board with a concern about the possible cooperative high 
school between Rossville-Alvin and Bismarck-Henning. 
 Gregory, who is district librarian, wants her son, Jacob, 
to attend Hoopeston Area and broached the subject with 
the board, talking about possible incentives, including 
tuition waivers, tuition assistance and property taxes paid 
by residents who live in and want their children to attend 
Hoopeston Area.  
 Gregory said she has written letters to her state senator 
and representative about the issue and said she under-
stands some districts let employees bring their children to 
the district where the parent(s) is employed. 
 The board took no action on the matter. 
 In other business, the board: 
● Heard from Kevin Root that the Sports Boosters are 
adding about $20,000 in Cornjerker merchandise, includ-
ing some things never before offered. Some items include 
blankets, pillowcases, socks and baby items. 
● Heard from Supt. Hank Hornbeck that the Early Retire-

ment Option previously offered by the state as a way for 
teachers to buy years of service towards retirement has 
been dropped. The action means teachers will pay nine 
percent of their salaries towards retirement, saving one 
quarter of a percent, he said. 
 Teachers will enrolled in the program will have to de-
cide what to do with the money that has accumulated in 
their accounts. Advisor Jim Richards will meet with 
small groups of teachers to offer the options which in-
clude leaving the money where it is, rolling it into an 
annuity or withdrawing it and taking a tax penalty, Horn-
beck said. 
● Heard from Honeywell principal Suzi Root that the 
Monster Walk fundraiser netted about $6,500. The 
money is earmarked for collaborative tables which will 
replace desks. 
● Root also told the board that Honeywell students do-
nated the most books of any school towards the Festival 
of Trees, sponsored by Presence United Samaritans 
Medical Center. For their effort, the school received a 
Jurassic Park-themed tree.  
● Also, she said, Honeywell had an election theme for its 
annual canned food drive. A can-struction will be held, 
using the cans to build things. Third graders voted to 
construct a castle before the cans are donated, while 
fourth graders opted to build the Cubs logo. 
● Heard from Dan Walder that John Greer students are 
again participating in Read to Feed, hoping to raise more 
than 1,000 points for Heifer International. On day four of 
the six-day reading program, students already had 736 
points. 

Move to Florida gave author impetus 

for first effort of historical fiction 
 Former local resident Michael Kinnett will hold a 
book signing from 5-7 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 22 at 
Hoopeston Public Library to introduce readers to his 
first novel, "Apalachicola Pearl." 
 Kinnett and his wife, Billie, moved from the Hoop-
eston/Rossville area to the Florida Panhandle in 2003, 

where he began 
working for the 
Florida State 
Parks. In the 
historic town of 
Apalachicola, he 
began creating 
and caring for 
t h e  O r m a n 
House Historic 
State Park Mu-
seum. 
 Of his book, 
Kinnett says, "I 
now enjoy sharing Apalachicola's rich heritage with 
thousands of visitors around the world. The book was 
born from my passion for the town's history and its 
unforgettable people." 
 Kinnett will share from his novel, and copies will be 
available for purchase. For more information, call the 
library at 217-283-6711. 
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