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Speakers for HA Veterans Day ceremony are a family affair

Part of Hoopeston Area schools’ Veterans Day cere-
mony was a family affair for a student.

Sage  Brown
wrote the win-
ning essay in this
year’s  senior-
English  essay
contest  about
Veterans Day.

His aunt, Lt.
Col. Lizabeth M.
Wenzel, was the
keynote speaker
at the event.

In his essay,
Brown called
Veterans Day a
day of respect,
honor and love
for veterans, say-
ing “one quality
all veterans have
is their love of
this great country
of America and they do whatever it takes” to protect it.

Many today think only of themselves, but members of
the armed forces think of others, being ready and willing
daily to give up many of their own civil liberties, and
their lives, if necessary, Brown said, quoting John 15:13,
“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life
for one’s friends.”

“God bless us all and God bless America,” he said in
closing.

Wenzel greeted the crowd with an enthusiastic “Good
morning, Cornjerkers!” Telling the audience “I was just
down the road” being from Catlin, she said she was a

SAGE BROWN

“small-town girl with big dreams.”

As a high school student, Wenzel looked to serve her
country as a way to see the world and also to pay for her
college education, enlisting in the Navy and applying to
the Air Force Academy. Accepted by the Academy, she
went on to accomplish things few women before her had
done.

Completing basic training in 1998, Wenzel went on to
undergraduate pilot training, then the B-52H initial quali-
fication course. That was followed by the B-52H com-
mander qualification course, squadron officer school and
in 2005, the combat flight instructor course.

Along the way,
9-11  happened
and  Wenzel’s
piloting  skills
were put to use.
She was deployed
three times to
Diego Garcia, an
atoll in the Indian
Ocean, home of a
Navy  support
facility, where she
flew missions for
Operation Endur-
ing Freedom. She
also flew mis-
sions to Qatar in
support of Endur-
ing Freedom and
Operation  Iraqi
Freedom.

“I was able to
travel the world,” she said. “I was just flying over it and
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iirNEW at the VFW ik
Buddy Burgers
served Wednesdays, 5-8
along with chicken wings
Come check ‘em out!
Thursday: Tacos 5-8

Friday: Fish & Tenderloins 5-8
428 W. Orange, Hoopeston

Has the cost of your Auto Insurance

put a dent in your DG

Call me!
Polson Insurance

218 E. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-5515

e Pump
Bt & Fachage Lot Slore
TV M, Fepeion

Mon.: Sliced Pork, Mac ‘'n Cheese & Peas

Tues.: Broccoli Cheese Soup wiBread Bowl

Wed.: Crispy Chicken Salad

Thurs.: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, green
beans, roll

Fri.: Ribeye Sandwich & Broccoli-
Cauliflower Salad

BLACKOUT WEDNESDAY NOV. 23!
DJ JIiM McBRIDE!

Come in & try your luck with our LIVE VIDEO GAMING!

Construction will begin on our Pavilion.
'We will enclose 3/4 of it to make room for a
new band area, gaming area, pool table
and dart board setup! Can’t wait! Please
excuse the mess for a few weeks.

F amilv continued from other side

looking down at it.”

She was also helping keep American soldiers safe by
dropping GPS-guided bombs. Other flights were used to
drop leaflet bombs to civilians.

On January 22, 2008, Wenzel was part of the first un-
manned B-52 flight, “and by unmanned, I mean all
women,” she said.

Wenzel said her current assignment, as Professor of
Aerospace Studies and Commander of the Air Force
ROTC Detachment at the University of Minnesota-Twin
Cities, was not something she ever thought about. “Tt
found me,” she said

Wenzel’s Air Force career is about over, as she looks
forward to retiring in seven months. “I’m pretty excited,”
she said.

Her Air Force education taught her skills related to the
military but she was also able to get an education in good
for civilian life. In 1998, she received a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in behavioral science from the Air Force
Academy and in 2011, a master of advance students in
educational leadership and administration from Trident
University.

Speaking to the students attending the service, Wenzel
said putting on the uniform is not the only way to serve
America. Teachers serve. “If it wasn’t for all the teachers
who believed in me when I didn’t believe in myself, I
wouldn’t be here today,” she said. Coaches, first respond-
ers and others also serve America, she added.

She asked youngsters to push themselves. “Do some-

Hoopeston Children’s Choir, along with the Hoopeston Area High School Choir, accompanied by the school band,
sings “God Bless America” at Friday’s Veterans Day service at Hoopeston Area Middle School gym.

thing that scares you. Put your name in the hat for some-
thing you wouldn’t normally do.” She quoted hockey
great Wayne Gretzky, “you miss one hundred percent of
the shots you don’t take.”

She also encouraged the audience to show appreciation
to veterans for their service.

In closing, “my challenge to you is to go out there and
do great, great things and serve this country of ours and
thank a veteran,” she said.

Milford restaurant owner identified as Sunday murder victim

The owner of Milford Family Restaurant has been
identified as the man murdered in Milford Sunday
morning.

Jesus Cintora, 35, of Milford, was headed to his
restaurant at about 2 a.m. Sunday, for a burglary, ac-
cording to an Iroquois County Sheriffs Department
news release. Milford Police and sheriff’s department
deputies were also sent to the restaurant, at 107 E.
Jones.

When officers arrived, Mr. Cintora’s vehicle was on
the north side of the building but police did not find
anyone in the building.

During a perimeter search, police found a man, later

identified as Mr. Cintora, lying on the ground about
one block north of the restaurant. Milford EMS/
Ambulance was called to the scene and determined
the man was dead.

Mr. Cintora was found with a gunshot wound and
was pronounced dead by Iroquois County Coroner
Bill Cheatum.

The incident is still under investigation.

Obituaries

EGNEW - Barbara E. (Munn) Egnew, 106, of
Hoopeston, died at 7:05 a.m. Friday, Nov. 11, 2016 at
Heritage Health, Hoopeston. Visitation will be 10
a.m. until the 11 a.m. celebration of her life Tuesday
at Hoopeston United Methodist Church. Memorials
are suggested to Hoopeston Public Library or the
church. Blurton Funeral Home, Hoopeston, is han-
dling arrangements.

Weather

Patchy fog, then mostly sunny today. High 58. Tonight,
clear. Low 40. Tomorrow, sunny. High 58, low 42.

Classifieds

APARTMENTS FOR RENT
2 BR, washer/dryer hookup, high efficiency furnace.
$374/mo. (217) 283-7439
HELP WANTED

Part time church janitor. Flexible hours. Call Jean Lockhart,
(815) 984-4343,

HOUSES FOR RENT
3 BR, 1'2 bath, laundry room, very nice hone. 1 car garage.
$600/mo. (217) 283-7439

Email publish @ justthefacts.net
or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad!




