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Community(Groups
*Addiction Support *Depression Support
*A Guide to Healthier Living +Family Discipleship
*Who is Jesus? (from the Book of John)
EVERY MONDAYI

Supper at 5:30pm, Groups start at 6:30pm
Free Childcare, Homework Help & Tutoring!

Church of God

1004 E. Orange St., Hoopeston 217-283-9330
www.hoopestonchurch.org

ritness KickDoXing Class!

8-Week Course — Starts Feb. 29th
Mondays & Wednesdays 6:30-7:15 pm
Bag Workouts — Cardio — Fun Drills
$50 Per Person — Ages 16 & up — Limited Space
SN Okinawan School of Karate  gxaw
&> St
JK) 208 E Main St. Hoopeston, IL ((DSTE

Ph. 217-772-1962 %=

Your hometown representative is now
located next to Mr. B's!

Let me quote your home and auto and | will
buy you lunch next door at Mr. B's
(217) 283-4144

Sandie Smith %
sandie.smith@countryfinancial.com

Financial Representative
Auto ard home insurance palices lssued by COUNTEY Mutual Iesurance Company &, COUNTR'

309 E. Main 5t.
Hoopeston, IL 60942
Preferred insurarde Commgany®, of COUNTRY Casualty insuramce Comgany®, Blaamingten, i

0A15-207

Is your computer on the frita
Is it crashing regularly, or worse yet, will it not boot up
atall? Is it making strange noises that keep you up at

night with worry? We will come to your aid!
Service all makes and models, upgrades,
or custom built new one, to fit your needs.

G::E We make housecalls upon request!
ﬁr 303B E Main, Hoopeston
ks (217) 283-9552

Email:

P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston, IL. 60942
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Phone/Fax (217) 283-9348
Lourdine Florek, owner

www.justthefacts.net

Miss America Organization bans Sweetheart participation

First runners-up of state scholarship pageants will
have to forego the National Sweetheart Pageant if they
want to stay in the Miss America system.

National Sweetheart Pageant officials learned Friday
that the Miss America Organization (MAO) has prohib-
ited anyone affiliated with its program - as contestants,
judges, emcee or staff - from participating in the local
pageant.

Miss America notified state pageant executive direc-
tors, who in turn notified local pageant organizers and
volunteers.

Local officials have not had discussions with MAO
America officials to learn why the change has been
made, said Callie Lankford, 2016 National Sweetcorn
Festival chairman and 2009 Miss Hoopeston. “We are
fervently hoping that we can begin an open dialog with
MAO in the coming days and weeks to learn more,” she
said.

Lankford just unveiled her festival logo, “Living the
Sweet Life Sweetcorn and Sweethearts,” at the Hoopes-
ton Community Awards ceremony held February 7.

News of the change hit social media like a storm over
the weekend. Taking to Facebook, Michelle Crabtree,
who, with her husband, Cliff, are executive directors of
the Sweetheart pageant, wrote on the National Sweet-
heart Pageant page about the emotions involved with
contestants over the years, the distinguished judges who
have served the pageant and thanked state executive
directors for allowing their contestants to visit Hoopes-
ton.

For their part, former contestants, and those who were-
n’t, expressed displeasure at the decision. Most cited the
experience they gained from the Sweetheart pageant,
some saying it was especially useful for young women
from smaller states where pageant experience was less
available. Young women from across the country re-

ferred to the decision as “sad,” and “short-sighted”” and
vowed to try to get the decision overturned.

Though not an official part of the Miss America pro-
gram, the National Sweetheart Pageant has, for many
years, been a stepping stone for young women pursuing
the Miss America crown.

Attracting first runners up from state pageants across
the country, the National Sweetheart Pageant boasts five
Sweethearts who went on to become Miss America,
with back-to-back winners in 1992 and 1993, as well as
1982, 1990 and 1997. In addition, four other contestants
went on to win the coveted crown in 1970, 1974, 2002
and 2010.

It is unclear how MAO’s decision will affect this
year’s National Sweetcorn Festival. Acknowledging the
large role the pageant plays in the total festival,
Lankford said the Hoopeston Jaycees, festival sponsors,
“are committed to pursing options that will maintain the
integrity and tradition this pageant has cultivated over
the years.

“The The National Sweetheart Pageant has allowed
countless visitors from across the country to visit our
little corner of the world here in Hoopeston, and support
our local businesses as well as our Jaycees chapter and
festival as a whole. We have received many messages
of support since this news has broken, and I know that
we will find a way to continue making a difference not
only in our community through the festival, but on a
national scale as well,” she said.

As the Jaycees explore their options, Lankford said the
group will communicate with Hoopeston of any plans of
action that need support. “We know that the National
Sweetheart Pageant has not only touched our chapter,
but so many community members who volunteer
throughout the week,” she said.
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l S 1 H Full Service :

: 0 Oil Change |

I |0VV30, 5W30 or 5W20  wicoupon. Expires 2/29/16 :

' Hoopeston Express Lube
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(217) 283-5373
www.quicklubed4u.com

Trea.sured Roots Flower Shop
Meat with local vendors to style your upcoming prom!
Tuxes, Dresses, Hairstylists, Mails, Spray Tanning, Jawelry,
Photography. Lime Service, Corsages, Boutonnieres & more!
1-4 p.m. Hoopeston Area Middle School Gym
FREE ADMISSION TO THE PUBLIC

Lithgow Motorsports

0% Financing on 2013-2016 Ski-Doos!
{qualified buyers)

Ski-doo S
1121 S Dixie Hwy
Hoopeston, IL

217-283-5171 www.LithgowMotorSports.com




— Briefly
At the Library

® L egos Club, for kids in grades K-6, will meet from 3:30-

4:30 p.m. Thursday.

o Coffee and Coloring for adults will be held at 10 a.m.

Monday, March 7. Supplies available or bring your own.
For information, call (217) 283-6711.

WMD winners
February winners in the Women Making a Difference
drawing are Nat Sweeney, $50; Pat Lange, $30; and Mary
Ann Bertram, $20.

Coaches sought

Hoopeston Hornets is looking for coaches. Applications
are available at Razor’s Edge until the end of March.

Early signup for football players and cheerleaders will
be held at the WHPO Expo, April 2-3. Fees are due at
signup.

VFW seeks members

Are you a veteran of a foreign war? Buddy Egnew Post
4826 wants you to join! Stop in and talk to any member
on how to join and what the VFW can do for you, or call
(217) 283-5025.

HIRING FAIR

Thursday, March 3 9 AM-1 PM
Hosted by TRILLIUM STAFFING
for jobs In
Henning & Hoopeston, IL

@

The HENNING TOWN HALL
1 SOUTH MAIN STREET
HENNING, IL 61848
Excellent opportunities
available on

1st & 2nd Shift

Trillium Staffing is an

From the Blotter

A 48-year-old Hoopeston resident of the 500 block
of East Seminary reported at 12:14 p.m. Thursday
that unknown charges were made on her credit card.

Seth Dowler, 20, of East Lynn, was arrested at
2:28 p.m. Thursday while walking in the 400 block
of West Main. Wanted on a Vermilion County war-
rant, he was unable to post bond and was taken to the

Public Safety Building in Danville.

No tickets or injuries were reported in an accident
at 8:39 p.m. Thursday at Silgan Containers in the
200 block of West Main.

Police said Brent Prochnow, of Colfax, Wis.,
backed a 2000 Peterbilt into a parked 2012 Ford Fo-
cus, owned by Lucinda Overlander, of Hoopeston.

Lunch Menus

Hoopeston Area Grade Schools

MONDAY: Chicken patty/bun, corn, applesauce, Tropi-
cal Twist juice, milk

TUESDAY: Sausage pizza, salad, baby carrots, peaches
milk

WEDNESDAY: Country fried steak, mashed potatoes,
celery sticks, pears, bread,. butter, milk

THURSDAY: Beefy fiestada, refried beans, chips &
salsa, salad, pineapple, milk

FRIDAY: Hamburger/bun fries, cucumber slices, mixed
fruit, milk

Hoopeston Area Middle/High Schools

MONDAY: Chicken wrap or ham & cheese, salad bar,
corn, applesauce, milk, juice

TUESDAY: Pork roast or Hot Pocket, mashed potatoes,
green beans, pineapple, milk, juice

WEDNESDAY: Ravioli or BBQ rib, Max Stick, salad
bar, pears, milk, juice

P ag eant continued from other side

THURSDAY: Grilled cheese or cheeseburger, soup,
salad bar, peaches, milk, juice

FRIDAY:: Pizza or fish sandwich, salad bar, mixed fruit,
milk, juice

Fire Calls

Hoopeston Fire Department was called at 12:59
p-m. Friday to the 900 block of Wilson for the smell of
something burning, possible due to a possible electrical
short or fire in a wall. Firemen determined the cause to
be a faulty furnace. No injuries were reported.

Firemen were called at 1:10 p.m. Friday to the 800
block of East McCracken for an activated carbon mon-
oxide detector that kept going off. The detector and
home were checked out. There were no reports of illness
at the time of the call.

Tonya Edwards, 39, of Hoopeston, was cited for a
nuisance animal after a dog allegedly owned by her
was running at large at 9 a.m. Friday in the 900 block
of East Young. Edwards was mailed a notice to appear
in Hoopeston City Court.

Obituaries

REYNOLDS - Sharon Kay (Craig) Reynolds, 73, of
Hoopeston, died at 10:15 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2016,
at Heritage Health, Hoopeston. She will be cremated.
Visitation will be 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday at An-
tioch Church of Christ, Rossville. Memorial service
will begin at 1 p.m. at the church. Burial will be at a
later date. Memorials are suggested to the church,
37604N. 1900 East Rd., Rossville IL 60963.

Express Employment Professionals is now
accepting applications for the following positions in the
Hoopeston area:

Machine Operators  Forklift Warehouse

Manufacturing General laborers

Pay rates from $8.50 to $10.50 an hour
Applicants must have flexible schedules for first, second
and third shifts. Immediate positions may be available.
Please contact Kevin Nelson, 217-283-7771 ex. 236
to schedule your appointment.

Equal Opportunity Employer

Lankford thanked the community for its support of the
festival and pageant. “Thank You, Hoopeston,” she
said. “Thank you for loving and supporting our chap-
ter, the National Sweetcorn Festival, and the Na-
tional Sweetheart Pageant. You are why we do what
we do. You are why we will continue to make a
difference in this community and across the country
in any way possible.”

When Hoopeston’s pageant began, it was a local
affair, with local judges selecting a local girl to be
the Sweetcorn Queen. In 1941, the inclusion of girls
from neighboring canning states necessitated chang-
ing the name to the National Sweetcorn Festival and
Miss Sweetcorn became the National Sweetheart.

A contest for first runners-up from MAO-affiliated
state pageants began in 1952. It was then that judges

from Miss America system began critiquing contest-
ants in swimsuit, evening gown and talent, similar to
the Miss America pageant.

What the future will hold for the pageant is uncer-
tain. A predominant suggestion made online by those
with experience with MAO state pageants is to shift
the focus from first runners-up to those who have
aged out of the Miss America system.

Miss America officials, contacted for information
about the decision, did not respond before press time.

Classifieds

HELP WANTED
Social Service agency in Hoopeston, IL has immediate opening
for the position of Executive Director. Qualifications include
experience in program management including youth and senior
programs, supervision of staff, fundraising, grant writing, and an
Associate’s Degree or more is preferred. Salary is commensurate
with experience. Send resume and cover letter to the Hoopeston
Multi Agency, c/o Wade Meranda, 206 S. First, Hoopeston, I
60942 by March 1, 2016.
VEHICLES FOR SALE

Weather

2003 Chevy Silverado extended cab. 4WD. Good shape, no rust,
runs good. Call Doc Whiteman, (217) 375-4222

Mostly sunny, breezy today. High 55. Tonight,
cloudy, chance of rain. Low 37. Tomorrow, rain likely.
High 42, low 21.

Email publish @ justthefacts.net
or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad!




