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 A rural Hoopeston woman is being held on 
$100,000 bond in connection with a stabbing in the 
early morning hours Sunday at her home. 
 Lisa M. Bitzel, 50, was arrested Monday by Iro-
quois County Sheriff’s deputies at her home at 0950 
N 1700 East Rd. 
 Deputies were called to Bitzel’s home early Sun-
day morning, following a 911 call from Steve Hof-
bauer, 61, of Rankin, who said he had been stabbed 
several times by his girlfriend. 

 Deputies arrived to find Hofbauer in his car outside 
Bitzel’s home, with multiple stab wounds. He was 
taken to Carle Foundation Hospital, Urbana, for 
treatment. The wounds were not considered life-
threatening. 
 Bitzel was arrested and charged with aggravated 
domestic battery. She appeared in Iroquois County 
Circuit Court Tuesday, where bond was set. She was 
remanded back to the jail in lieu of $10,000 cash 
bond. 

Rural Hoopeston woman held on bond following stabbing 

 After a 15 year absence, balloons will 
once again fly over the Vermilion County 
countryside as Balloons Over Vermil-

ion takes flight the week of July 11, 
2016.   
 Based at the Vermilion County Re-
gional Airport, Balloons Over Vermilion 
will provide several opportunities for 
residents, county wide, to witness up 
close and personal, these eye catching 
spectacles as the event unfolds all across 

Vermilion County. 
 Balloons Over Vermilion will feature 
thirty hot air balloons launching and teth-
ering, as well as mass ascents, fly ins and 
balloon glows at the Vermilion County 
Regional Airport. 
 The Julius W. Hegeler II Foundation is 
the title sponsor of the event. 
 More information will be available at 
the event's website, balloonsoververmil-

ion.com. 

Hot air balloons will drift over Danville for new July event 



Weather 
 Mostly cloudy today. High 38. Tonight, mostly cloudy. 
Low 25. Tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 38, low 35. 

 GONZALEZ—Nolan “Gonzo” Gonzalaez, 52, of 
Hoopeston, died at 4:03 a.m. January 24, 2016, at Indi-
anapolis University Hospital. Visitation will be 4-8 p.m. 
Thursday at Anderson Funeral Home, Hoopeston. Fu-
neral will be at 11 a.m. Friday, followed by a graveside 
service at Floral Hill Cemetery, Hoopeston. Lunch will 
follow at St. Anthony Catholic Church parish hall. Me-
morials are suggested to his daughter, Emma’s educa-
tion fund. 
 GRIMES - Dianne Kay (Lucht) Grimes, 53, of Ross-
ville, died January 23, 2016, at Carle Foundation Hospi-
tal, Urbana. Visitation will be 4-7 pm. Thursday at Sun-
set Funeral Home & Cremation Center, Danville and 9 

Court Dispositions 

Classifieds 
AUCTIONS 

Budget Mini Storage  Auction 710 W Orange St.  Saturday 
January 30th at 11:30 am.  Any questions call 217-304-1084.  

HELP WANTED 

Hoopeston Multi-Agency Service Center is accepting resumes 
for a Cook for the After-School Program. This is a part-time 
position and hours can vary occasionally. Job description may be 
obtained at the Multi Agency.  Please drop completed resumes 
off at the Multi Agency, 206 S. First Ave., by Friday, Jan. 29.  
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DAR tea 
Hoopeston's DAR Good Citizen, Brea Lynn Bushong, daughter of Stephanie Johnson Tuggle, was honored at a tea 

at the Old Court House in Watseka last month, along with 14 others who received DAR and SAR National Awards. 

Pictured with Bushong, right, are Joanne Clauss, Illinois State Historian, and Carol Hicks, regent of Barbara Stan-

dish Chapter of the DAR. 

Obituaries 

a.m. until the 10 a.m. service Friday at the funeral home. 
Burial will be in Pleasant Grove Cemetery. Memorials 
are suggested to Comet Power Pink in care of Amy 
Wise Benefit or St. John's Lutheran Church Schwer.   

December 3, 2015 

 Kaylynn Bridgman, Hoopeston, pleaded not guilty to 
disorderly conduct, trial January 7. 
 Coty Morgeson, Hoopeston, case turned over to State 
of Illinois for further enforcement. 

   Briefly 
The Gathering 

 The monthly gathering of Rossville area senior 
citizens will be at 1 p.m. Thursday at Rossville fire 
station. The event is sponsored by Rossville Com-
munity Organization. All senior citizens are wel-
come! 


