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Emergency management official lists winter preparedness tips 
 Winter snuck in yesterday while nobody was looking. 
While recent weather conditions have been anything but 
winter-like, that will likely change as the season pro-
gresses. 
 Winter weather has the ability to knock out heat, 
power and communications to homes and offices, some-
times for days at a time. Heavy snowfall, ice and ex-
treme cold can bring activities to a standstill in an entire 
region. 
 Hoopeston Emergency Management Agency (EMA) 
wants residents to be prepared for whatever winter 

throws at us this year and has several tips to accomplish 
that goal. 
 Most people know that their homes/offices should be 
sufficiently insulated, caulked and weather stripped, not 
only to keep the cold out, but to also save money.  
 Since fires often occur in winter, fire extinguishers 
should be in every home and occupants should know 
how to use them.  
 Scott Strawser, Hoopeston EMA director, suggests 
that residents keep have an emergency kit containing  
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needed items for all  family members. These include: 
● Prescription medications and glasses  
● Infant formula and diapers 
● Pet food and extra water for pets 
● Important family documents stored in a waterproof, 
portable container 
● Cash, or travelers checks and change 
● Emergency reference materials, like a first aid book or 
information from www.ready.gov 
● Sleeping bags or warm blankets for each person. If 
you’ve just moved to an area that experiences winter 
storms, consider getting additional bedding. 
● Complete changes of clothing, including long sleeved 
shirt, long pants and sturdy shoes 
● Household chlorine bleach and medicine dropper. 
Mixing nine parts of water to one part of bleach creates 
a disinfectant. Sixteen drops of household bleach in a 

Weather 
 Breezy, thunderstorms today, tonight. High 64, low 
42. Tomorrow, partly sunny. High 47, low 33. 

gallon of water will purify it for drinking. Do not use 
scented, color safe or bleaches with added cleaners. 
● Matches in a waterproof container 
● Feminine supplies and personal hygiene items 
● Mess kits, paper cups, plates, plastic utensils, paper 
towels 
● Paper and pencil 
● Books, games, puzzles and other games for children 
 A secondary heat source is recommended, which may 
include wood stove, fireplace or kerosene heater. A 
working carbon monoxide detector is recommended. 
 In addition, Strawer said, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency recommends that at all times, 
residents have on hand: 
● One gallon of water per person per day for drinking 
and sanitation 
● At least a three-day supply of non-perishable food
 Manual can opener 
● Flashlight/weather radio and extra batteries 
● First aid kit 
● Whistle 
● Filter mask or cotton t-shirt to help filter the air 
● Moist towelettes for sanitation 
● Wrench/pliers to turn off utilities 
● Plastic sheeting and duct tape 
● Garbage bags and plastic ties 
 Families are encouraged to develop a communica-
tions plan in case of an emergency when the family 
is not all together. Suggestions include how to con-
tact one another in an emergency; having each mem-
ber call or email one friend/relative; have an out-of–
town contact; make sure each person has the phone 
number of contacts and a phone card or coins to call. 

Obituaries 
 RODRIGUEZ - Elida (Rojo) Rodriguez, 61, of 
Champaign, died at 6:24 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 20. 
2015, at University of Chicago Hospital. Visitation 
will be 11 a.m. until the 1 p.m. funeral Mass at St. 
Anthony Catholic Church, Hoopeston. Burial will be 
in Floral Hill Cemetery, Hoopeston. Memorials are 
suggested to the family for funeral expenses, c/o 
Anderson Funeral Home, 427 E. Main St., Hoopes-
ton IL 60942, or Mills Breast Cancer Center, 602 W. 
University Ave., Urbana IL 61801. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Layden Manor 2 bedroom, all appliances, laundry, very nice. 
Call for application 217-304-6809  

HELP WANTED 

Hoopeston Area CUSD #11 has an opening for a Personal Aide 
at Maple Elementary starting January 4, 2016. Application dead-
line is January 15, 2016. Applications are available online only 
at Hoopeston Area CUSD's website, www.hoopeston.k12.il.us. 

Autumn Fields is seeking Part-Time kitchen help.  Must be will-
ing to work weekends. Food Safety & Sanitation License pre-
ferred, but not required.  Please apply in person at Autumn 
Fields 325 E Orange St.  Hoopeston, Illinois 60942 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

3 bedroom ranch house for rent. Large kitchen and large family 
room. Available immediately. $500/month. Call 217-304-2145.  

SERVICES 

Happy Tails Dog Grooming. Gentle care. Pick up and deliv-
ery available. (217) 283-7426 
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or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 


