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Hoopeston historian, author, volunteer, friend dies 
with the former Hoopeston Industrial 

Corporation, Hoopeston Main Street 

program and other groups. Just thinking 

about all the things she did makes me 

tired. 

 Jean took care of people. Her hus-

band, Gerald, son, Jeffrey Coss, grand-

children Haley Coss, whom she and 

Gerald raised, Gage Foster, Chance 

Coss and Dorin Coss, and great-

granddaughters, Olivia, Lillian and Jas-

mine, all benefited from her care, as did 

a lot of others. She was known to take 

people to doctor and other appoint-

ments, do things they couldn’t do for themselves, give 

sometimes-unsolicited advice and mostly just listen.  

 Several years ago, she owned a ceramic shop and 

taught classes. People still talk about how knowledge-

able she was and what a good teacher she was.  

 Jean opened her heart and her home to others. 

 She’d been ill for a while, but felt well enough earlier 

this year to play Bovine the Divine, a heavily-made up 

fortune teller in “Who’s Who in the Cornfield.” It was 

the first library production I’d seen and I’m glad I did 

because she was a hoot in that role. 

 Jean was born July 17, 1944, the daughter of Webb 

and Lucile (Acton) Carlson. They preceded her in death, 

as did an uncle, Eugene “Poots” Carlson. 

 She graduated from Hoopeston High School and 

earned an associate degree in engineering from DACC. 

 She will be cremated and a memorial service will be 

held at a later date. Anderson Funeral Home is in charge 

of arrangements. 

 Memorials are suggested to Hoopeston Public Library 

Illiana Room, 110 N. Fourth St., Hoopeston IL 60942. 

 I talked to Jean Minick Saturday. She 

called to insistently invite me to a meet-

ing this week. We talked, laughed and 

said we’d see each other Wednesday. 

 We didn’t. 

 Jean died at 8:29 a.m. Tuesday at 

Carle Foundation Hospital, Urbana. 

 Jean’s death is going to leave a hole in 

the lives of her family, but also in the 

fabric of Hoopeston. Nobody else I 

know had the vast knowledge of Hoop-

eston that Jean had. 

 If I needed information on an old 

building, she had it. If I needed to know 

something about elections, she knew it. If I needed to 

know how someone was related to someone else, she 

could tell me in more detail that I often cared to know. 

 Jean loved Hoopeston and she showed that love with 

action. For as long as I knew her, she was always doing 

something to help. President of the Hoopeston Historical 

Society, she, along with Carol Hicks and Nora Gholson, 

recently completed a pictorial history book of Hoopes-

ton.  

 She served as an election judge. She was involved 
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Wednesday that someone took a riding mower from his 

garage in the 400 block of Wyman. 

 No tickets or injuries were reported in an accident at 

11:40 a.m. Wednesday at Fifth St. and East Washington. 

 Police said Patricia J. Doyle, of Hoopeston, in a 2008 

Buick Enclave, was at fault for failing to yield at a stop 

intersection when she collided with a 2003 Chevrolet 

Suburban, driven by Courtney B. Wallace, also of 

Hoopeston. 

 William J. Goodrum, 62, of Hoopeston, was ticketed 

with failure to reduce speed to avoid an accident on Oc-

tober 2. 

 Police were called to the 700 block of East Wyman on 

that date, when a 31-year-old Hoopeston man reported a 

vehicle hit a dog, then left the scene. 

 Police are investigating the theft of an electric motor-

ized dolly from the 200 block of North Tenth Ave. The 

theft was reported at 4:54 p.m. Wednesday. 

Energy assistance signup 
 Community Action Agency will be at Hoopeston 

Multi Agency Saturday for a energy assistance 

signup from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 This is for senior citizens and disabled people. To 

apply you must bring social security cards for all 

household members; proof of age for seniors; proof 

of gross income for all household members for past 

30 days; coipy of current gas and electric bills; 

signed copy of current lease or rent receipt. For in-

come guidelines call (217) 443-2705 in Vermilion 

County and (815) 264-4685 in Iroquois County. 

From the Blotter 

Weather 
 Mostly sunny today. High 56. Tonight, cloudy, chance 

of showers. Low 43. Tomorrow, showers. High 54, low 

47. Sunday, sunny. High 63, low 47. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Honeywell Apartments: 2 BR, includes water, heat, pest control, 

off street parking (815) 984-4513 

HELP WANTED 

Do you enjoy meeting and talking to new people? Busy chiro-

practic office needs a professional and energetic person to fill the 

position of Chiropractic Assistant/Practice Representative. Per-

son will be responsible for, but not limited to, networking with 

businesses to promote public relation activities for the office, 

health screenings and lectures and working in the office as 

needed. Please send resume to Box R, c/o Just the Facts, P.O. 

box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942. 

Email publish@justthefacts.net  

or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

Obituaries 
 ALLISON - Toby Taylor Allison, 36, of Alvin, died 

at 7:40 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2015, at Carle Hoopeston 

Regional Health Center. Visitation will be 4-7 p.m. Fri-

day at Blurton Funeral Home, Hoopeston, with rosary 

service at 3:30 p.m.. A celebration of his life will be at 

10 a.m. Saturday at the funeral home. Burial will be in 

Gundy Cemetery, Bismarck. Memorials are suggested 

to his children. 

 CHRISTENSEN - William Christensen, 75, of Plan-

tation, Fla., formerly of Rankin, died  at 5:38 a.m. Satur-

day, Oct. 24, 2015, at home. A celebration of his life 

will be held at 11 a.m. Friday at Rankin United Method-

ist Church. Burial will follow in Rankin Union Ceme-

tery. Memorials are suggested to the church. Blurton 

Funeral Home, Hoopeston, is in charge of arrangements. 

 McCARTY - Frances P. (Hayslett) McCarty, 92, of 

Tucson, Ariz., formerly of Hoopeston, died Friday, Oct. 

23, 2015, at Northwest Medical Center, Tucson. Visita-

tion will be 11 a.m. until the noon funeral Wednesday at 

Knapp Funeral Home, Watseka. Burial will be in Iro-

quois Memorial Park, Watseka. Memorials are sug-

gested to donor’s choice. 

 A pink and white Rocket scooter was found Wednes-

day at Second Ave. and Penn. The owner may claim it 

at the police station. 

 A Stone Mountain Bike was found Wednesday next 

to MainSource Bank on Main. The owner may identify 

and claim it at the police station. 

 A 45-year-old Hoopeston man reported at 7:45 a.m. 


