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Lafayette man is a suspect in March motel homicide 
 Suarez was taken into custody without incident at 8:08 
p.m. by Hoopeston Police and Vermilion County Sher-
iff’s Department. He was taken to the Public Safety 
Building in lieu of $10,000 cash bond. 
 Drollinger did not elaborate on why he considers 
Suarez a suspect in the March 9 murder of Bruce El-
dridge at the Downtown Motel.  
 Eldridge was staying at the motel, at 200 E. Main, 
when the shooting occurred in an adjacent room. Droll-
inger had previously said he does not believe Eldridge 
was the intended target of the shooting. 
 Witnesses reported seeing a man dressed in black en-
ter a room and fire shots. An area resident chased the 
suspect to a dark colored SUV, which drove away. 

       Fish Fry 
       5-8 p.m. Friday 

 American Legion 
502 E. Penn, Hoopeston 

Cod, chicken, shrimp, chicken tenders with fries 
or onion rings, plus baked beans, slaw, roll 

SUPER SALAD BAR  
$3 extra w/meal $6 as entrée 

 A Lafayette, Ind., man arrested Wednesday is consid-
ered a suspect in the murder of a Hoopeston man, said 
Hoopeston Police Chief Mark Drollinger. 
 Carlos L. Suarez, 44, of Lafayette, was arrested in the 
500 block of South Fifth St., on Vermilion County war-
rants for aggravated discharge of a firearm, reckless 
discharge of a firearm and criminal damage to property. 
 Those charges stem from a February 16 incident when 
a man reported that two people approached a vehicle he 
was in. One person beat window out of the vehicle while 
a second person shot at or towards the vehicle, Drollin-
ger said. 

Hoopeston seeks citizen input 

to spur economic growth 
 City officials and members of Hoopeston’s Economic 
Development Committee are looking for ways to make 
Hoopeston more attractive for current and potential resi-
dents, businesses and tourists. The city has contracted 
with Champaign County Regional Planning Commis-
sion (CCRPC) to develop an economic development 
strategy over the next few months. 
 The planning process started March 13, when about 
25 community members with a variety of economic 
development interests, met with Susan Chavarria, 
CCRPC Regional Planning Manager, to discuss the 
city’s strengths, challenges and resources. 
 The next step is to have a public meeting to give more 
residents the opportunity to discuss what Hoopeston’s 
economic development strategy should include.  
 That meeting will be held from 5-7:30 p.m. Monday, 
April 14 at St. Anthony Parish Hall, 423 S. Third St. 

 See GROWTH on other side 



 

 Mostly sunny today. High 66. Tonight, mostly clear. 
Low 44. Tomorrow, breezy, chance of storms late. High 
73, low 56. Sunday, storms likely. High 67, low 41. 

 KNAPP - Sylvia E. Knapp, 81, of Cissna Park, died 
Tuesday, April 8, 2014, at ASTA Care Center of Ford 
County, Paxton. Funeral was at 10 a.m. Thursday at 
Apostolic Christian Church, Cissna Park. Burial was in 
Apostolic Christian Cemetery, Cissna Park. Visitation 
was 4-7 p.m. Wednesday at Knapp Funeral Home, 
Cissna Park, and one hour before service at the church. 
Memorials are suggested to the church, ASTA Care 
Center of Ford County, or Harbor Light Hospice of De-
catur. 
 Among Mrs. Knapp’s survivors is a daughter, Darlene 
Medler, of Hoopeston. 
 WHITE - Frances Ruth (McCormick) White, 98, of 
Hoopeston, formerly of Bismarck, died at 9 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 18, 2014, at Heritage Health, Hoopeston. She 
was cremated. Visitation will be 10 a.m. until the 11 
a.m. memorial service at Northside Church of Christ, 

 Hoopeston Stingrays Swim Team is preparing to start 
another season of competitive swimming.  Signups will 
be held on Sunday, April 13 from 2-4 and Saturday, 
April 19 from 9-11 at Hoopeston City Hall.   
 Boys and girls ages 6-18 are invited to join. The fee 
for one swimmer is $40, two is $60, and three or more is 
$75. Fee assistance may be available upon request. 
 Youngsters are broken up into age groups and swim 
various strokes, including relays. Swimmers can com-

pete in individual freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke, 
butterfly, and medley and freestyle relays.  
 Those eight and under and 9-10 swim one length of 
the pool, and 11-12, 13-14, and 15-18 swim two lengths.  
Three boys and three girls of each age group compete in 
each individual event. 
 Parents are needed to volunteer to help run the swim 
meets, which are completely run by the coaches and 
parent volunteers. Any parent who would like to assist 

Hoopeston -Stingrays to hold signups, seek swimmers, parents to help for 2014 season 

Growth continued from other side 

Some responses from the March meeting reflect well-
known factors for residents, such as wanting to renovate 
the Lorraine Theatre, having access to local healthcare 
resources and working on the balance between develop-
ing business along Routes 1 and 9 and revitalizing 
downtown business opportunities. 
 Other topics might surprise residents. The new DACC 
Hoopeston facility, for example, hopes to strengthen 
local educational opportunities and engage local teach-
ers, when possible. The city has paint and façade im-
provement programs for residents and businesses to help 
improve curb appeal. Participants mentioned desires for 
such things as a sit-down restaurant, clothing stores, 
hotel, and perhaps a truck stop. 

 At Monday’s meeting, CCRPC staff will facilitate 
discussion of the draft goals and objectives based on 
input from the kickoff meeting. “We hope to have a 
large number of people come out and share their ideas,”  
Chavarria said. “It’s so important to get residents vested 
in this process so they will invest in Hoopeston’s future 
by helping make this economic development strategy a 
success.” 

Weather 

in governing the swim team is asked to volunteer to be on 
the Swim Team Board.  Anyone interested in coaching is 
also asked to contact us. 

 A 43-year-old Hoopeston man reported at 4:15 a.m. 
Wednesday that a window in his apartment was broken 
out. The damage occurred in the 200 block of North 
Market. 
 Robert H. Irvin, 23, of Cheneyville, was arrested at 6 
p.m. Wednesday John Greer Grade School, 609 W. 
Main. He was charged with registered sex offender on 
school property per the Vermilion County State’s Attor-
ney’s office and was taken to the Public Safety Building 
in Danville to await arraignment. 

Police News 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

721 W. Orange St. Clean and quiet 2BR for rent. Available mid-
May. Rent $400 plus utilities and deposit. References required. 
Mike 312-371-8585  

Newer 1 Bedroom + office or hobby room. 1 Bath with shower 
and tub. Freshly painted, all appliances. Eating area off the 
kitchen. Close to -shopping. Yard and full basement for storage. 
$475 + deposit. No Smoking, No pets. 260-2546. Handicap 
accessible.  

HELP WANTED 

Now Hiring Part Time Help:  20+ hours, must work Saturdays. 
Looking for Dependable, Hard Working Individual. Applica-
tions available at Hoopeston Coin Laundry, 209 S. 1st Ave., 
Hoopeston    No phone calls please  

Hoopeston IGA is accepting applications for the following part 
time positions: night stock clerk, day carry out, evening carry 
out. Apply at Hoopeston IGA. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

714 W. Washington St. Hoopeston. 2 bedroom. $425/mo. 217-
474-0828  

3 BR, 1 car garage. $495 + deposit. (217) 283-7439 
2 Bedroom Duplex in Hoopeston. Refrigerator and Stove pro-
vided, laundry hook ups in the basement, garage, central air. No 
pets, No smoking. Security Deposit and references required. 
$430 per month. Call 217-304-6547 for application.  

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

Coin sets (mint set, silver proof, silver premium & prestige sets); 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” Christmas village in original boxes; bird 
houses, old hand-crocheted double bed spread, table w/6 chairs; 
china hutch; lighted china cabinet. Call to see, (217) 283-6744. 

SERVICES 

MUDDY DRIVEWAYS? Call Silver Brothers for Road Pack! 
217-283-7751 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 

1983 Oldsmobile Ninety Eight, 4 door white. Orig miles 124K, 
1 owner, always garaged. Serviced regularly. Lots of loving care, 
dusty but otherwise very good condition inside & out. $1500.  
Call 217-283-5058 after 6  p.m.,  leave a message. 

Call (217) 283-9348 or  email 

publish@justthefacts.net to place your ad! 

17167 E 2750 North Rd, Bismarck. Burial will follow in 
Gundy Cemetery, Bismarck. Memorials are suggested 
to Austin Graduate School of Theology, 7640 Guada-
lupe St., Austin, Texas 78752.  

Obituaries 


