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 The victim of a Sunday night shooting has been identi-
fied by Vermilion County Coroner Peggy Johnson. 
 Bruce L. Eldridge, 40, was found in a room at the 
Downtown Motel, 200 E. Main, after police received a 
report of shots fired there at 9:03 p.m. Sunday. The shots 
were fired in an adjacent room. 
 The case is being investigated as a homicide by Hoop-
eston Police, Vermilion County Sheriff’s Department 
and the coroner’s office, Johnson said. 
 Hoopeston police are releasing few details of that in-
vestigation. According to Chief Mark Drollinger, a per-
son of interest was questioned in connection with the 

Victim of shooting incident identified as Hoopeston man 
shooting and is cooperating. 
 Mr. Eldridge, known as “Big Bruce,” formerly of 
Rossville, is survived by his wife, Jennitta, mother Janey 
Mertz, of Rossville; father, Marvin Eldridge of Meza, 
AZ.; three sons, Marvin, of Clinton, Ind., and David and 
Allen of Marion, Ohio; two sisters, Rose Kiser and 
Christina Gossett, of Rossville and one brother, Anthony 
Mertz, of Joliet. 
 Visitation will be 4 p.m. until the 6 p.m. celebration of 
his life Thursday at Brown-Alkire Funeral Chapel, 
Hoopeston. He will be cremated.  
 Memorials are suggested to the family. 



Classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

WANTED! Nurse Aides who are caring, compassionate and 
dedicated to delivering quality care to our long term care resi-
dents and Restore to Home residents.  With many years of ex-
perience in the health care industry, Heritage Health has been 
recognized as one of the leaders of quality care nursing services.  
We currently have part time openings for 2nd & 3rd shifts.  We 
can offer you a competitive wage, and a wonderful staff of care-
givers to work with, plus much more!  We are an equal opportu-
nity provider and employer!  Please apply online or send resume 
to:   Heritage Health, 423 N. Dixie Hwy., Hoopeston, IL 60942, 
www.HeritageOfCare.com 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Hoopeston: 1 BR, 90+ furnace, AC. $350/mo. $350 deposit. 
(815) 383-9221. 

714 W. Washington St. Hoopeston. 2 bedroom. $425/mo. 217-
474-0828  

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

Used flat panel computer monitors: Two 17” with built-in speak-
ers, $25 each; one 18.5”, $20. Older XP laptop with keyboard, 
mouse & flat panel monitor, used as a desktop, $85. Call 217-
274-1202.  

Police News 
 Olivia A. Strawser, 20, of Hoopeston, turned her-
self in to police at 1:25 p.m. Monday. Wanted on a 
Vermilion County traffic warrant for failure to ap-
pear/operating an uninsured motor vehicle, she was 
released on $275 bond. 

 YOUNG - Frank Matthew Young, 92, of Louis-
ville, Ky., died at 6:25 p.m. Friday, March 7, 2014, 
at home. Graveside3 service will be at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday at Floral Hill Cemetery with military 
rites accorded. Anderson Funeral Home, Hoopeston, 
is in charge of arrangements. 

Obituaries 

 Winter weather advisory in effect to 1 p.m. Today, 
snow likely, with new accumulation of 1”-2”. Tonight, 
partly cloudy. Low 8. Tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 
36, low 29. 

Weather 


