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Expected high temps prompts NWS statement urging caution 
 The National Weather Service has issued a special 
weather statement for the Hoopeston area about hot 
weather this week. 
 According to the statement, high pressure result in an 
extended period of hot weather over central and south-
east Illinois. As of late Monday morning, it appeared 
Tuesday and Wednesday would be the hottest days of 
the week, with highs in the mid 90s with heat indices of 
100 to 105. 
 High heat concerns have caused Hoopeston Area 
school officials to schedule early dismissals for Tuesday 

and Wednesday, with grade school students getting out at 
2:05 p.m. and middle/high school students dismissed at 
2:20 p.m. 
 According to the NWS, there is a risk for heat-related 
illness. Those who must be outside or in buildings without 
air conditioning are urged to take breaks in shaded or air 
conditioned environments, weir light weight, loose fitting 
clothing and drink plenty of water. 
 People are also asked to be mindful of their pets, espe-
cially those outdoors, to provide shelter from the heat and 
plenty of clean water. 



CEO saved jobs, viability of hospital 
 One can give Harry Brockus all the hell they want, but 
the fact is that under his leadership, several hundred jobs 
were saved.  Being on the Hoopeston Healthcare Foun-
dation Board, I was close enough to get a clear picture of 
the hospital’s financial situation.   
 Before Harry arrived, the hospital was in financial 
crisis.  On a couple of occasions, it had to borrow funds 
from the Foundation to make payroll.  Upon arrival, 
Harry was able to lead the hospital to financial stabiliza-
tion. But for long term survival, major decisions had to 
be made, one being the affiliation with Carle Hospital.   
 With the State of Illinois continuing to be delinquent 
in reimbursing the hospital, the future of our hospital 
was in doubt. In my opinion, the affiliation with Carle 
was the clear choice to make.   
 Unfortunately, along with these types of reorganiza-
tions comes the fear of job security.  I can understand 
how people feel, because I went through the same thing 
when the Stokely plant closed.  We were off and on for 

three years before they mercifully finally pulled the 
plug. 
 Reorganization calls for some very difficult decisions 
that affect the daily lives of all employees.  Decisions 
made one day may not apply the next because there are 
so many unknown variables that develop throughout the 
process.  I’m not sure which is worse, waiting for an 
answer until things are known for sure or wanting an 
answer now that may change at any moment.  Either 
way, it’s not very pleasant. 
 I can understand the anger of some, but the anger 
should be directed to Springfield.  The State of Illinois 
government’s ineptness has caused nothing but grief for 
small hospitals, schools, businesses, cities and the every-
day citizen.   
 My hope is that all the hospital employees can be ac-
commodated, but like with everything else, there are 
times when we have to change and adapt.  And some-
times things turn out better in the end. 

Bill Nicholls 
Hoopeston 

   Briefly 
Hoopeston person wins big 

 An unidentified Hoopeston person hit it big with the 
Illinois State Lottery. The person won $50,000 Satur-
day morning on a $3 Crossword scratch off ticket, 
purchased at Hoopeston Marathon. 

Labor Day closings 
● Hoopeston Public Library will be closed Saturday 
and Monday for the Labor Day holiday weekend. 
● Just the Facts will not be published Monday, Sep-
tember 2 for Labor Day. 

 Sunny today. High 93. Tonight, partly clear. Low 71. 
Tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 92, low 68. 

Weather 
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Classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

Local HVAC contractor is seeking a HVAC technician for in-
stallation. Applicant must hold a current clean drivers license. 
Refrigerant license and previous HVAC installation and service 
experience is preferred. Only serious applicants respond by send-
ing resume to 101 E. Penn Hoopeston IL., or email to ram-

cade@frontier.com.  

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Rossville: 1 story 3 BR, 1bath, partly furnished. Stove, refrigera-
tor, washer/dryer, TV, couch & bed. Newer high efficiency 
furnace and central air. Full usable basement. Corner lot near 
school. No pets. Available 9/1/13. Lease. $550/mo.+$550 secu-
rity deposit. (217) 748-6900 

RUMMAGE SALES 

HOOPESTON: 704 N. 7th St. Big sale - Fri., 4 p.m. Curry. 

HOOPESTON: Corner of Rt. 1 and W. Honeywell. Fri. & Sat., 
8-? New clothes, new Carhartts, new fishing poles, suitcases, 
furniture, kids rocking chairs, Avon, birthstone angels, sweet 
corn magnets. 

Call (217) 283-9348 or  email  

publish@justthefacts.net to place your ad! 

 BUTZOW - Harold E. Butzow, 73, of Hoopeston, 
died at 6:15 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 25, 2013, at home. 
Arrangements are pending at Anderson Funeral Home. 
Hoopeston. 

Obituaries 


