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At Autumn Fields Independent Living Facility

Located at 325 E. Orange 5t., Hoopeston IL
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Screenings will take place on Feb. 26th from
Noon to 2pm & 5pm to 7pm

Screenings include a $10 Voucher for
cholesterol and blood sugar testing.*

For more information call the Hoopeston Clinic
(217-283-5530) or Valarie Paulson (217-274-2956)
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* Cholesterol and blood sugar
testing will be performed at

837 E. Orange 5St. » Hoopeston, lllinois 60942

(217) 283-5530

www.gibsonhospital org

In afhliation with

Gibzon Area Hospital
E Health Services
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Traffic is stopped on Route 9 Sunday to allow rescuers to remove a female body found in a wooded area near the high-
way. A Hoopeston ambulance, waiting its turn, was on the way to move the body from the scene.

Body found Sunday is identified as missing woman

Vermilion County Coroner Peggy Johnson said Mon-
day that the body found Sunday southeast of Hoopeston
is that of a missing Hoopeston woman.

An autopsy performed Monday identified the body as
that of 33-year-old Amanda Walters-Pentecost. Prelimi-
nary autopsy results show the cause of death as exposure
to cold. Ms. Walters-Pentecost was last seen February 1.

Capt. Rod Kaag, Vermilion County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment chief investigator, said a local man hunting for
deer antlers shortly before noon Sunday discovered the
body and called police.

Hoopeston police secured the scene, located in a
wooded area about one half mile south and one half mile
east of Hoopeston, and the sheriff’s department began its
investigation.

Late Sunday afternoon, Kaag would not definitively
say the body was Ms. Walters-Pentecost. However,

family members, after speaking with police Sunday, be-
lieved the body was that of Ms. Walters-Pentecost, based
on photos shown to them, said family spokeswoman Tira
Howaniec, who asked people to pray for the family. Call-
ing the news “horrific,” Howaniec said “this is not the
result we expected and it’s not the result we wanted.”

Howaniec said she began receiving phone calls between
12:30 and 1 p.m. Sunday telling her that Ms. Walters-
Pentecost’s body may have been found. She then began
talking with police about the search.

Family and friends gathered at Hoopeston City Hall
Sunday afternoon, where they shared tears, hugs and sto-
ries while waiting to talk to police officials. Howaniec said
family members were never allowed on the scene.

Kaag said the body was not found in water and that
there was no identification on or near the body, which, had
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Jessica Hardy, 26, of Hoopeston, was arrested at 3:07
am. Sunday in the 900 block of East Wyman. She was
charged with disobeying police after she allegedly refused
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Eric Schroeder, Hoopeston, pleaded guilty to general
nuisance, fined $180 with daily fine given if nuisance not
abated in 30 days.
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